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This week we celebrate the heroic sporting endeavours of our Year 9 Basketball  Team at the 

quarter finals of the London Youth Games. Although a place in the semi-final is not to be (...this 

year!) we will train on.  This young team, captained by Daniella are heading for great things. 

We are very grateful to Miss Wynn and Miss Walker for coaching the girls and taking them to 

this tournament. We are also very proud of our Year 12 and 11 who took part in hosting the 

South London Oxford and Cambridge Application Evening. Whilst this destination is not right 

for everyone, for some it is. We are determined to demystify the process, inform our students 

and level the playing field to ensure fair access.  Than you to Cambridge and Oxford for visiting 

our school. 
 

With my very best wishes to you all, 
 

Mrs French 
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Black Excellence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week our Black Excellence student group 

led a powerful assembly exploring issues such 

as Unconscious Bias, Colourism and the 

achievements of inspiring black role models. 

Diversity is celebrated across the school 

curriculum and is led by students of different 

backgrounds,  ethnicities and abilities through a 

range of student groups. Projects and ideas are 

showcased throughout the year in weekly 

whole school assemblies. The school's staff 

training provider for Equality, Diversity and 

Inclusion is All In Education. 

 
 

Miss Singer 
 

A Trip to the Mayor’s Palace 
 

Following her success in the Jack 

Petchey Speak Out competition 

last term, Halle was invited to 

visit the Mayor and Deputy 

Mayor of Bromley, in the 

Mayor’s parlour. It’s a beautiful 

room which not many people get to see! The 

Mayor and Deputy Mayor were keen to discuss 

the content of Halle’s speech and had been 

impressed by her powerful advocacy for the 

deaf community and her poise and confidence 

at November’s 

Grand Final at 

London’s 

Cambridge 

Theatre. 

Halle was 

accompanied by 

her mum and 

Ms Davies, 

Head of 

English. They 

were treated to 

a tour of The Old Palace with its beautiful 

staircase and rooms, full of original features 

alongside the modern Council Chamber. They 

even got a rare glimpse of the Mayoral safe and 

its ceremonial chains and maces. 

The tour ended with tea in the Mayor’s Parlour 

and the opportunity for Halle to try out the 

Mayor’s very impressive chair. As you can see, 

she looks very comfortable. 
 

Ms Davies 
 

Good Luck Emmanuella 

and Zafina! 
 

This year’s Jack Petchey 

Speak Out borough final 

takes place at Hayes School 

on Tuesday, 8th March. 

Representing CHSFG are 

Year 10 students 

Emmanuella and Zafina, with entertaining talks 

entitled ‘Is Africa really that bad?’ and ‘The 

Original Galaxy’! This year’s competition will 

be particularly significant for the school as last 

year’s champion, Halle will be acting as MC. 

Emmanuella and Zafina will be competing 

against students from other Bromley schools 

and the competition, as always, will be stiff. We 

wish them the best of luck! 
 

Ms Davies 
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Oxbridge Application Conference 
 

This Wednesday saw 

the  biggest extension 

to our ongoing 

relationship with 

Gonville & Caius 

College, Cambridge 

University. We hosted the Application 

Conference for Year 12 students for all schools 

in Bromley, Croydon, Greenwich and Bexley 

boroughs. The aim is to work towards equal 

access for all able students. 12 schools and our 

most able Year 12’s worked with our guest 

speakers from Gonville & Caius and 

Mansfield College Oxford to understand the 

application process. Our own head girl Caitlin 

started the event with her experiences and 

advice on her successful journey to a place at 

Jesus College Cambridge to read Geography. 

Hearing the academic conversations from all 

these passionate young people was wonderful. 

Most had come on their own or with a few 

peers across the area and yet settled straight 

into the challenge before them. 

Our Year 12 student representatives were 

simply wonderful welcoming students and 

working with our guests throughout. Many 

exchanged phone numbers and so their world 

widens as they work towards their next steps at 

university and beyond. 

The unsung heroes were the 11 High Achieving  

Year 11 students who undertook the tasks as 

ushers and refreshments. They also embarked 

on academic and welcoming conversations with 

our 80 guest students. Their immaculate 

behaviour and presentation were a delight in 

their leadership opportunity, the first for many 

of them, in our times of COVID. This will 

empower their A level decisions and raise 

aspirations as they too think about moving onto 

their next steps in the Sixth Form. 

We look forward to our work in the future with 

Oxford and Cambridge Universities. We shall 

run students Finance session later this year. 
 

Reflection 

In our quintessential buildings we easily forget 

what we have. Our guests whispered, “is this a 

private school, it’s amazing?”. We were sat in 

our hall with modern sound system, lights and 

extending TV screens. Our raised seating as we 

look out onto the quad with the old tree and 

lawns. Our Oxbridge guest speakers were 

thrilled with our facilities and would like to 

return. Our student aspirations have been 

raised and as we talk to our younger students, 

they too will aim higher! 
 

Ms Robinson 
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University and Careers Fayre 

Students from Year 12 and Year 13 attended a 

university and apprenticeship fair at Tottenham 

Hotspurs Stadium. Universities and 

apprenticeship programmes from all across the 

UK attended with very informative booklets 

that could be taken home for students to 

research further. 

As well as a vast range of universities and 

apprenticeship programmes there were many 

very informative seminars that could be 

attended on a wide range of topics, some 

examples of this are ‘life at university’ and ‘why 

take an apprenticeship’. Here are what some of 

the students that attended have said. 

‘Going to the university fair was a great 

experience as it enabled me to explore different 

law courses offered at different universities that 

I was previously unaware of such as law with 

business and law with philosophy. I was also 

surprised to find that not a lot of universities 

offer law with French law as a joint course and 

many, like Aston University offer an additional 

language class as an extra-curricular where you 

can pick up a language at any difficulty. 

Overall, it was a very fun experience which 

helped me to feel more knowledgeable about 

university choices.’ – Hawa 

‘Attending the university fair was a very 

informative experience that I recommend to 

anybody that has the opportunity to attend. I 

spoke to a very wide range of universities;  

some I hadn’t even heard of for example  

 

Swansea or Northampton and discovered some 

of their courses that I had never heard of. I went 

into the fair knowing what degree that I wanted 

to do however speaking to such a wide range of 

universities has opened me up to a lot more 

ideas, for example the university of Liverpool 

had a course on ‘human biology and anatomy’ 

which I didn’t even know was a course.  When I 

spoke to Swansea university, one of their 

representatives spoke to me about their 

biological science course and the fact that they 

have their own sea vessel which really 

interested me. Overall, it was a very 

informative experience that has enlightened me 

a lot more on universities and degrees.’- Grace 

‘The best part of the university fair was the 

seminar I attended. The two seminars in which 

I attended was careers and employability. It 

taught me that networking skills and reaching 

out to people for work experience is very 

important, in your own chances of 

employability. Another seminar I attended was 

about UCAS applications and personal 

statements, which for me was the most useful. 

It gave step by step ways to begin and develop 

my personal statement. Now I have enough 

confidence to start and plan out my personal 

statement.’- Ramsha‘ 

The fair was very informative, and each 

university had a lot of enthusiasm around each 

of the courses. The best bit was learning about  

all of the individual things each university  
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offered which made them all 

unique and appear to be a good 

place to study. A university that 

interested me was The Evening 

University as they had flexible 

courses and times for us to take in 

at a time that suited us.’ - Hollie  

‘I visited the university fair, and it was a very 

enjoyable experience as there was a lot of 

students my age who wanted to go to university 

too. I had a university in mind and managed to 

find it with ease as all the universities were 

quite close with each other. It had a wide range 

of universities, and they gave a lot of 

information with leaflets. You could also scan a 

barcode and they can email you updates for the 

university. – Ishmael  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr Viljoen 

The Excellence Programme 

Being an exceptional scholar has given me the 

opportunity to do a 6-month programme at 

Reading University. The University have 

funded me with expenses for food and travel. 

I've currently attended two sessions where I 

have been given a tour of the university, advice 

on student finance, personal statements, 

attended lectures and seminars for the course I 

am studying. Being a part of exceptional 

scholars, has opened many doors for me and the 

teachers have given me so much support into 

finding the right courses and programmes to 

support me with my career choice. If I do decide 

to go to Reading University being a part of this 

programme has given me a conditional offer to 

study there, and a guaranteed place on my 

course without an interview and I would be 

given an additional bursary on top. 

Kamaria, Year 12 

The Great Gatsby 

Year 12 English Literature students 

had the exciting opportunity this 

week to attend a series of online 

academic lectures on 'The Great 

Gatsby'. These lectures gave 

students a taste of university-style lectures, as 

well as helping them to improve their 

knowledge and understanding of the text. 

Miss Allwood 

PFA Fund Raising 

The PFA launched their first fund raising event 

during last week's enormously successful 

production of Matilda. Members of the PFA 

team were on hand each night to support with 

the selling of a variety of refreshments and 

managed to raise approximately £300. Pictured 

are Friday's team of Mr and Mrs Thistleton and 

their daughter Caitlin, Ms Mensah, Mrs 

Panesar, Mrs Khan and Mrs Atsu-Valentine. 

Thanks also go to Mrs Joyce for her support and 

all the parents and friends who supported with 

their generous donations over the three nights. 

We look forward to hosting our next event 

which will be a Quiz Night so watch this 

space.  To find out more about the PFA or to be 

involved, please email pfa@chsfg.co.uk. 
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British Science Week 

British Science week starts on 11th March. The 

theme is growth and there will be things 

happening in Science lessons that week for all 

year groups. There is also a poster competition, 

details of which will be sent out next week as 

well as Science Demos taking place. So look out 

for information about these around Science or 

ask your Science teachers. 

 

Competitions! 

 

Eco Club are joining forces with Science and 

promoting a few of their competitions. Firstly a 

reminder about the Grow a plant in an unusual 

object competition. The deadline is Easter. Also, 

we will be running our Sunflower growing 

competition again, which was very popular last 

year. Finally we are introducing a new 

competition, our Vegan Bakeoff! Details of this 

will be sent to form tutors next week.  
 

Ms Aldworth 
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World Book Day  

World Book Day was a 

wonderful opportunity for 

students in Year 7 and 8 and 

staff to dress up as their 

favourite fictional characters. 

There were lots of wonderful 

costumes, but the following students deserve 

particular commendation: 

8C Florence, 8R Marika, 8H Lauren, 8L Xavia, 

8E Nadia & 8U Ceylan  

Florence's dinosaur costume was particularly 

stunning and attracted attention all day! 

Congratulations also go to 7YE who Mrs Burke 

and Miss Mcallen chose as the best dressed 

form. 

There is a serious side 

to World Book Day 

too and assembly this 

week focused on the 

joy and power of 

reading and the 

importance of access 

to books for all. 

The money raised 

this World Book day 

will be donated to the 

British Red Cross 

Ukraine Appeal.   

The whole English 

Department dressed 

up for the occasion  

as characters from 

Harry Potter, and  

many teachers and students joined in. 

We would love to see photographs of students 

wearing their outfits. Please send photographs 

of your costumes  to office@chsfg.co.uk and we 

will include the best in next week’s newsletter. 

Ms Davies 

News from the Lighthouse 

Our Teaching Assistant Team were 

wowed by Year 10 this week as they 

shared their recent English work 

and last weeks presentations. There 

was even a quiz! Which Teaching 

Assistant do you think won?  

Sadie and Clara have some top tips for 

presentations:  

1. Keep your presentation simple - say what you 

mean and mean what you say!  

2. Think about your body language including 

gestures and eye contact  

3. Use visuals to engage the audience  

If you have any presentations coming up, pop 

over to The Lighthouse at break or lunch - we 

are happy to help!  

Sadie, Clara and Ms Taylor  

 

Warm Welcome 

Welcome to the 

Chislehurst family, 

for all of our girls 

who received offers 

for Year 7 in 

September. We are 

really looking 

forward to getting to 

know you. 
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London Youth Games Quarterfinals 
 

Tuesday 2nd March saw the 

Year 9 Basketballers toughest 

match yet, they travelled to 

Brampton Manor Academy for 

the London Youth Games 

Quarterfinals. 

After the first quarter, we were 

6-0 down and really battling 

hard to show them what we 

were made of! The second 

quarter saw 2 superb shots 

from Estelle, bringing us to 8-4 at half time. The second half saw another 2 successful shots from 

Cassy and Daniella, taking us to a total 8 points which was not quite enough to get ahead of our 

opposition. The team were: Daniella, Paulina, Cassy, Estelle, Beulah, Beyza, Schekina, Isabelle, 

Adure, Mahmoudat, Rosie-May, T’iama. Player of the match was Isabelle. A very proud 

moment, not only representing Chislehurst School for Girls but representing Bromley. 

Congratulations on such a fantastic achievement as one of the top 8 basketball teams in London!! 
 

Miss Walker 

Shout out from Bromley School Games 
 

A HUGE WELL DONE to the Year 9 Basketball Team, from Kim and Delyth 
(our Bromley School Games Organisers) for their success as quarterfinalists and 
representing Bromley in the London Youth Games, and a HUGE THANK YOU 
to the all of those in and out of Chislehurst School for Girls for supporting 
Bromley School Games and representing 
so well. It's the first time in a very long 

time that we have had a School take part in the Female 
Basketball and the team have done us proud.  

Go Team Bromley and Go Chislehurst School For Girls! 

Kind regards 

Kim 
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Netball 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 1st March two of our fantastic netball teams from Year 7 and Year 9 travelled to 

Bullers Wood School for two netball matches. After their warm ups and team talks the teams 

battled hard through all 4 quarters. The Year 7 team; Saffira, Ava, Riley, Olivia, Lena, Farah and 

Ivie drew 2-2, goals were scored by Ava and Saffira. Ivie was voted as player of the match. The 

Year 9 team were; Sharminy, Chilli, Lucy, Neyda, Brooke, Aaliyah and Jada. Their goal came 

from Chilli, who was also voted player of the match. Well done girls, we are very proud of you 

all. 

 

Miss Walker 
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Book of the Week 

This fabulous 

reimagining of 

Cinderella tells the story 

of a wronged young 

woman plotting revenge 

on her cold-hearted 

relatives with the aid of 

a handsome stranger. 

The heroine is a strong 

inspirational protagonist 

who isn’t afraid to take 

charge of her own destiny. 

Iris Grey’s childhood was idyllic… until her 

father dies in mysterious circumstances. Iris’s 

new stepmother and two stepsisters are cold-

hearted schemers, and Iris knows that 

something is wrong. Far too spirited to be 

forced into a life of servitude, she runs away to 

London and becomes a seamstress at a high-end 

dressmaker. 

One day, cold-hearted, dazzlingly handsome 

Nicholas Wynter arrives at Iris’s door with a 

preposition for revenge. Can Iris emerge from 

the shadows and reclaim her rightful place in 

society? Or will love get in the way? 

This period romance, full of fabulous dresses, 

balls and society intrigue, is recommended for 

Year 8 and above. Copies are available in our 

library. 
 

Mrs Punnett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reward Breakfast 

 

The theme of this week’s breakfast basket was 

Little Red Riding Hood, tying in with World 

Book Day.  Abigail, Jenita, Chloe, Ellie and Kit, 

from  Year 7 were all treated to breakfast with 

Mrs French.   

 

 

 

 


