Chislehurst School for Girls

Weekly News 19th March 2021
Today, our lateral flow asymptomatic testing in
school comes to an end and I would like to
thank all of the wonderful team who put this
facility together over Christmas and now have
seen it through to undertake thousands of lateral flow COVID-19 tests. We are grateful for
their hard work and caring support of the students through this entire process. Schools are at
their strongest when teamwork is really successful, and this has been so evident in the setting up and running of our test centre.

and inclusive school community that respects
and values everyone. Thank you to Mrs Hart
for her organisation of this training and to Miss
Singer who has compiled a letter to capture this
vital work that we are undertaking.

Yesterday we met together as a staff, albeit virtually, to receive training on Diversity and Inclusion. It was a real privilege to be able to educate ourselves and reflect on aspects of school
life under a diversity and inclusion lense. As
the adults in the building, it is important that
we lead by example and create a really strong

details from Ofqual on 26 March.
Thank you to Mrs Burke who has organised the
‘wear something red’ to support Red Nose Day
today. There is a lovely see of Red ribbons,
scrunchies and accessories on display today.

We wrote earlier in the week to respond to
the tragic events of last week and the outpouring of grief that has followed. As a school, we
want to stand firm.
Any violence against women and girls is unacceptable and we are committed to continuing
We are also very proud of our students who
our work of raising awareness and always enhave approached this whole process with macourage the students to report anything that
turity and respect. We now segue to home test- concerns them. We will continue to work hard
ing kits and all staff and students are advised to to source the best PSHE lessons and resources
build this into their weekly family routine to
to support our students to know their
work together to stay safe. We are also grateful rights and stay safe. Women's Aid and the
for the students wearing their masks in the
NSPCC have been valuable sources of support.
classroom. We understand that it is far from
With just two weeks left before the Easter
ideal, but we are very proud of them for perse- break, once again we want to praise the work of
vering and protecting each other and the adults our Year 11 and Year 13 students for showing
in school. Thank you for your support with this, resilience, as they work hard towards completparents. and carers. We understand that the
ing work to support their teacher assessed
government will review this particular piece of grades, in place of the cancelled GCSE and A
guidance at Easter.
level examinations. We are expecting further

With my very best wishes to you all.

Comic Relief
Red Nose Day is the Friday 19th March. Students and staff
can wear something RED to school on the 19th March - all
other uniform must be worn!
Thank you for your support

Student Work

Eco Water Bottles
Last year we gained our silver
Eco School status and we are
keen to continue! In the meantime for anyone who wants to
do their part in reducing their
plastic pollution, why not buy
one of our Chislehurst eco
schools refillable water
bottles?!

8S Science
The following girls have been completing some
creative tasks for revision this week.

Jessica B

Year 7 were picked to do a competition designed by
fellow Year 10 student, Grace. Thank you to all those
who entered. A massive well done to Imaan our
winner! Imaan produced an excellent poster full of
amazing information - good job! All of Year 7 would
like to thank Grace, year 10, for designing such a
great competition.

Kelly M

Kelly M - "To play you have a dice and roll it each
time you roll it you move that many spaces if you
land on the red number you get radiation poisoning
ang move back three spaces if you land on the orange spaces you win a Nobel prize and jump ahead
three spaces. Each time you land on a number you
answer a science question if you get it right you stay
where you are and if you get it wrong you move
back one space the first one to the science lab wins! "
Beautiful onomatopoeia design page from Alexandra in 7C.

Dance Success
Congratulations to the following year 11 students
who have completed a course in Dance leadershipcertificates were awarded by Mrs French .

Abigail, Brooke H and Ava have completed a pancake investigation on heat transfer by conduction using a microwave and a frying plan!
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In other news...
Computer Science

Alexa or a Google Assistant. We also looked at
Pix2Pix which is shorthand for a generic image
to image translation and coded our own using a
pj5s editor (A JavaScript Library for creative
coding). Learning to See – Memo Akten |
Mehmet Selim Akten | The Mega Super Awesome Visuals Company an example of machine
learning in Art. The theory of machine learning
is still quite new to us and Ms Robinson. This is
because technology is evolving at faster rates as
we have more access to resources.

I have found Computer Science to be an incredibly useful and fascinating qualification to have.
Not just due to the knowledge that you will obtain but also for the skills that you will acquire.
Computer Science provides you with certain
soft skills that are needed in workplaces such as
problem-solving and resilience. These are incredibly useful skills to have and develop further, as many employers and university interviewers will value these skills because it
By Osaro Abhulimhen
demonstrates that you will be able to be independent. And think at a high level.
We’ve been released from our homes, waking
up every day, meeting our friends we made and
Computer Science is involved in most indusmaking new ones is all a part of the routine! The
tries especially now we are living in a world
fact that we’ve stayed in our homes for over 3
that relies on technology. Computer science is
months learning…but that time learning wasn’t
important in a range of industries from music
and animation along with other creative indus- the same. We’ve now crossed the finishing line
tries to more academic industries such as engi- as one massive community, let nothing get inbetween us. It’s been more than a week and our
neering, medicine and physics. All future jobs
smiles on our faces are far too prolongated.
will use computers. Digital literacy is a core
skill for the future.
Computer Science is incredibly interesting as a
subject as well, and I found it so interesting
that I have continued at A-level - especially due
to the programming! It provides you with an
insight into how computers work but also allows you to develop insight into how embedded technology is within our society today.
Megan Conway (year 12)

Machine Learning

In our classrooms, taking notes in our books,
solving equations has been well and all but being back together as one society has been the
most interesting part!
Our positivity continues its race against hope,
therefore we must all take part in our role, do
what is right! The sensation of finishing our
year with all our friends, teachers and family
right beside us is beyond imagination. Sharing
giggles, learning together once again! We must
cherish these moments to our full extent.

This week in the Machine Learning course,
hosted by Goldsmiths University, the year 12
computer science students learned about machine learning models. Machine learning mod- Thank you, Chislehurst School for Girls, for
els are files that have been trained to recognise everything! We’ve crossed the finishing line,
certain types of patterns. There are many types
now let us continue
of models we use in our everyday lives, such as
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We’re all here in one community, together.

have been anticipating UCAS responses whilst
some have been firming and insuring their final
By Imaan 7C
choices. It's been both exciting to choose and
Year 11’s return
research the university and the courses but raIt has been lovely to see all of the Year 11 back ther daunting considering how many years we
have spent in education, working hard to reach
in their usual rooms at break and lunch. It is
particularly delightful to see groups of students our goal university and it boils down to one final decision.
playing a range of games. Pre-lockdown, the
game of choice was Uno and over the past
Although, Coronavirus has posed many chalweek and a half, we have seen lots of card
lenges regarding university choices. All open
games being played - from 'Go Fish' to 'Black
days and offer holder events have been virtual
Jack' and 'Snap'. The Year 11 are a credit to
and has made making the final decision difficult. However, many universities have provided Q&As with current students and professors,
webinars, and subject talks/taster lessons to
help aid the decision. Overall, online resources
have also proved extremely helpful with the
likeness of websites such as The Student Room
providing a wide variety of information and
experiences from current and previous students.
I would advise that the students applying for
themselves and the school, taking a very chal- university next year should start their research
early, go in with an open mind and look at a
lenging year in their stride. There has always
been a wonderful camaraderie within Year 11, wide range of unis and courses that you are inand it is wonderful to see the students together terested in and stay on top of your personal
statement, as the UCAS application can become
after their time apart during lockdown. The
stressful. And remember to make sure that
relationships forged in school can last a lifeyou're doing what's best for you and ensure
time: the girls help and support each other,
laugh together, and enjoy each other's compa- that the final decision is one that you're happy
with!
ny.
Mrs Dunkley and Ms Mensah

Isabella Yr 13
Deputy Head Student

UCAS Applications
The Following Girls Joined Mrs French for
As the summer term approaches, it means that
Breakfast Club this week:
the prospect of either going to university or applying becomes a more prominent thought in
Felicity 9L
Ines 9E
Jolie 9R
Berenice 9U
both year 12s and year 13s.
Tchissola 9R
Saana 9H
Here in the sixth form, many year 13 students
Amira 9C
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Book of the Week
The Jungle written by Pooja Puri tells the story
of Mico, stuck in a makeshift and dangerous
refugee camp near Calais. This novel helps to
increase understanding and build empathy
towards people who leave their homes and
families to take a path that no one would take
if an alternative was
available.

management system, called ECLIPSE, on their
Office 365 home page.

There was a story Jahir used to tell me. About
how the first humans were born with wings.
Can you imagine what that would be like? To
fly anywhere in the world without worrying
about having the right papers? Mico has left
his family, his home, his future. Setting out in
search of a better life, he instead finds himself
navigating one of the world's most inhospitable environments the Jungle. For Mico, just
one of many 'unaccompanied children', the
Calais refugee camp has a wildness, a brutality all of its own. A melting pot of characters,
cultures, and stories, the Jungle often seems
like its own strange world. But despite his ambitions to escape, Mico is unable to buy his
way out from the 'Ghost Men' the dangerous
men with magic who can cross borders unnoticed.

Upcoming Parents’ Evenings.

Alone, desperate, and running out of options,
the idea of jumping onto a speeding train to
the UK begins to feel worryingly appealing.
But when Leila arrives at the camp one day,
everything starts to change. Outspoken, gutsy,
and fearless, she shows Mico that hope and
friendship can grow in the most unusual places, and maybe, just maybe, they'll show you
the way out as well.

Information for bookings appointments will
be sent out via Parentmail before the date.

Nominated for the Carnegie award in 2018,
this book is recommended for students aged
14+. Copies are available in our school library.
Please remember to continue using our library
by emailing library@chsfg.co.uk with your
book requests. Pupils can access the library

DUE TO COVID-19 GUIDANCE, ALL
PARENTS' EVENINGS ARE CURRENTLY
BEING CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY OVER
MICROSOFT TEAMS.

Year 13 Parents' Evening will take place
'virtually' on Wednesday March 31st.
Bookings for the event are now open.
Chislehurst School for Girls: Yr13 Parents Evening
(office365.com)
After this, the next parents’ evening will be
Year 7 on Wednesday 21st April 2021. Information for booking will be sent out soon.
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Nurture Nature
The Science Department have launched a new initiative called Nurture Nature. We have been
asking staff to tell us their favourite plant and why. We have had quite a few responses and some
of them have lovely back stories too. This is going to lead into a project across Year 7 and 8 and
links in with our plant topics.

This is my Avocado plant. My granddaughter planted an avocado stone
when she was staying with me a couple of years ago. This is what is has
grown into - and it doesn't stop growing! I treasure it and always get
someone to look after it for me when I am on holiday (those were the
days!), so that I don't lose it. - Ms Russell

Mrs Aldworth: this is a snake plant. It hardly needs watering, but I love the
shape of the leaves and the different colours. It’s just beautiful.

Mr Copper: I don’t know what this tree is but I love the
shape of it. When I see it I wonder what caused it to grow
in this unique way .

Mrs Bhalla Dhir: I love Aloe Vera. I grew these
myself and they are fantastic for your skin!
More of these can be found on our twitter account
@scienceCHSFG
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STEM subjects are out of this world!
On Thursday, we watched a webinar of an interview with
Tim Peake which was broadcast by the British Space agency
for #marsDay21. He talked about what it is like in space and
about Perseverance mars mission. It was very interesting to
see where STEM careers can lead to. STEM subjects (Science;
Maths, Engineering and Technology (Computer Science)) are
an important part of our education to allow us to go on to the
most exciting careers of the future.
—10A Computer Science class

6

