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Dear Readers
May I take this opportunity to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We returned in September after a successful and enjoyable Summer break.
Our GCSE and A Level results were very pleasing once again, which gives a positive
boost to the start of the new academic year.
As always at the start of the new term in September, we turn our attention to
recruitment for the upcoming year. Our key events: Open Evening, and Morning in
September and both Open Morning and Sixth Form Opportunities Evening in
October were all exceptionally well attended and our feedback surveys from the
evenings demonstrated how positively parents and students responded to the
School.
As you can see from this edition, we have had many exciting events this term
already.
I thank all of my staff for giving their time so generously in order to support and
offer additional activities for our students. The end of term has its’ usual round of
Christmas themed events including: The Christmas Concert on the 12th Dec and
the popular staff and Sixth Form panto on the 13th Dec. Again, all the staff have
worked hard in order to ensure that these were successful and enjoyable events for
our students in the busy run up to Christmas.
Please note the news item regarding the End of/Start of Term Arrangements dates
and timings. Here’s to a peaceful and prosperous 2018.
Regards
Mrs K J Raven
Headmistress

www.chislehurstschoolforgirls.co.uk

In this issue

Sixth Formers enjoy our Careers Fair

We recently welcomed to our Enhancement Day
Careers morning, representatives from a number
of Colleges and Universities.
Read more inside.

Students designed some colourful boxes for our
harvest display and assembly.
Read more inside.
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Certificate Collection
Certificates from the Summer 2017 series will be
available for collection from the school office on
the following dates:
TUESDAY 12TH TO THURSDAY 14TH DEC 2017
THURSDAY 4TH TO THURSDAY 11TH JAN 2018
Please try to avoid the start and end of the school
day as these are busy times both in the office and
for traffic in Beaverwood Road. The office closes at
4pm. Someone else can collect your certificates
provided that they have a written letter from you,
naming the person who will be collecting the
certificates. The person concerned must have
photographic proof of identity with them.

Harvest Festival 2017
A huge thank you to family and friends of Chislehurst
School for Girls for your fantastic donations to our
Harvest festival.
The students designed some colourful boxes for our
Harvest display and assembly. 9C are our Harvest
winners with an outstanding design and the largest
donation of 195 items. They will receive house points for
their achievements.
The Hope Foundation were amazed at your generosity.
Our donations will be shared with families within our
local area.

Please check website announcements before you
come, in the event that there may have been
delays. If you cannot come in on these dates please
contact the school and arrange a time for
collection, giving at least 48 hours’ notice.

KS4 Results sitting high!
The Governors are delighted to announce the
provisional 2017 Secondary Key Stage 4 results
are now available.
Our score of +0.22 puts us above many Bromley,
Bexley and Greenwich schools; with English at
+ 0.37 and EAL students at + 0.96
Our overall Progress 8 score is currently +0.22
This score is considered above average.
We congratulate the Headmistress, staff and
students upon their hard work and
achievements. Well done to all!
Regards
Mr J Mehta - Chair of Governors

Parent access to site
USE OF THE SCHOOL TURNING CIRCLE
From Wednesday 15th November, the descision was
made that the Turning Circle will no longer be open
as a drop-off area.
This is to try and reduce congestion on the school
grounds and also as a health and safety measurement
to protect staff and students who use the area.
We would recommend that your daughter is dropped
off by the main road in order to avoid congestion by
the school gates.
We would also remind parents not to double park in
Beaverwood Rd, as this is also dangerous to
pedestrains and causes traffic to build up.
We would like to thank you in advance for your
support in this matter.
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Anti-Bullying Week
The week beginning 13th November marked the start
of this year’s national Anti-Bullying Week.
This year the theme was ‘All Different, All Equal’.
At Chislehurst School for Girls, we engaged in a range of
activities during PSD and assembly that drew on our
core values of:
Respect: We value positive relationships built on
mutual respect, care and kindness.

Discussions and training on bullying took place within
PSD and assemblies providing opportunity for staff and
students to share views and ideas on anti-bullying.

Responsibility: We encourage our students to take
responsibility for their own learning, their environment
and their behaviour choices.

We place great emphasis on bullying as an
unacceptable form of behaviour, which will not be
tolerated in our school community.

We would like to take this opportunity to launch the
new Anti-bullying policy and Equal Opportunities policy
which are currently on the school website and
encourage parents to familiarise themselves with the
Resilience: We foster independent, aspirational learners content.
who embrace challenge and are able to recognise and
We continue to embed the new Guidance structure this
learn from their mistakes.
academic year that will support your daughter/son with
These core values apply to each member of our school any pastoral concerns related to anti-bullying, inclusion
and equality. It is important that your daughter/son is
community regardless of their background, gender,
ethnicity or sexual orientation. It is important therefore, aware of the primary staff that she/he can speak to if
she/he has concerns regarding friendship disputes or
to create a safe environment in which students can
more sinister forms of conflict.
grow in confidence and reach their full potential, free
from intimidation or fear.
Restoration: We take restorative approaches to
develop empathy and the life-skills of negotiation,
co-operation and compromise.

It’s murder at Chislehurst School – this time it’s for real.
Simon Cowell murdered and all the Science faculty staff
are suspects.
Year 7 agents were asked to analyse the evidence from the
crime scene and identify the murderer.
Chemicals, DNA, fingerprints and soil samples were all tested
to reveal the truth.
At 1.15 pm the agents had identified Mrs Shimmin as the
murderer and she was arrested and locked up, awaiting trial
for bad acting.
Some year 7 agent’s comments:
“Thank you for all your amazing efforts”
“Maybe you could scare us more”
“I loved today and would love to do it again”
“Do more explosive experiments but not in a dangerous way”

YEAR 7 FORENSICS DAY
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Chislehurst School for Girls is delighted with its newly refurbished Sixth Form Centre. Students
have helped to create a university style environment, aimed at enhancing independent learning
and the research skills required for new A Level courses.
The School now has two ergonomically designed study areas, for Year 12 and Year 13,
surrounded by state of the art facilities, learning hubs and social areas. Study centres are
supervised for maximum effectiveness and students enjoy their own private entrance.
Mrs Raven said:
“We are thrilled with the new facility. It will transform the way in which our young people learn and
achieve. I am grateful to Governors for their vision and support in making this project happen.
Thank you to Claire Tipping, Senior Deputy Head for her leadership.”
Chislehurst School Sixth Form Centre is still recruiting to Sixth form courses for September 2018.
Please contact the School at post16applications@chsfg.co.uk

New Sixth Form Area

Year 7 have undertaken a half term challenge. We have taken part
in the worlds largest children's Christmas project, helping children
around the world through a simple shoe box gift.
The students were asked to select a boy or girl and an age group and then to collect items for the chosen child.
The students also completed an 'All about me' information sheet to include in their box.
On our first day back from the holiday we were overwhelmed by the amount of boxes that the students had made.
We displayed them on our stage for our first assembly.
Samaritans Purse will be collecting the boxes to distribute around the world.
We would like to thank family and friends of CHSFG for helping us support this worthy cause.
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OPEN EVENTS FEEDBACK
Thank you to all our prospective parents who came to our Open Events. We had a fantastic turnout and we had
some wonderful feedback from parents and students who attended:
Thank you also goes to all those parents who took the time to complete one of our survey cards.
The results were overwhelmingly positive:
100% of parents agreed that they felt warmly welcomed by staff and students.
94% of parents agreed that their student guides were informative and able to answer all of their questions.
92% of parents felt that the evening's presentation was clear and informative.

Parents described the evening as “Really great tour, my daughter was very excited about secondary school
after our visit. Thank you”, “Really impressive school, tour very well organised”, “Very impressed. The girls are
very polite”.
We would also like to thank all the staff and students of Chislehurst School for their hard work in preparing for
the events, acting as guides for the tours and being on hand to answer any questions our visiting families had.
For those who may have missed the speeches, or if you would like a reminder of some of the information
presented, Mrs Raven's presentation is available to download online.
To view or download the Head's presentation please go to the Schools’ website
http://www.chislehurstschoolforgirls.co.uk/86/news/article/122/open-evening-feedback-2017

Careers Morning 2017
On Wednesday 4th October, we welcomed to our
Enhancement Day Careers morning, representatives
from a number of Colleges and Universities.

The event was a huge success and we had some
wonderful feedback from the exhibitors.
Just a quick email to say a big thank you for the fair
you organised today. I ran out of all my materials and
the students I spoke to were enthusiastic and
inquisitive. It was very refreshing. Thank you for also
for providing us with lunch and nice cupcakes!
- University of Portsmouth

The event, aimed at our Year 10-13 students, gave
them the opportunity to speak to representatives
from a broad selection of Universities and Colleges,
ask questions and discuss different career paths and
opportunities available to them.

I just wanted to thank you for inviting us to attend
your Careers/University day to meet your years 10-13
this morning. It was certainly very busy and it’s rare
that we run out of prospectuses! All your students were
really friendly, focused and polite, with many knowing
exactly what they want to achieve in life, which is
amazing for their ages – you must be proud of them.
- North Kent College
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CHILDREN IN NEED 2017

As one of the UK's top school fundraisers for Children in Need, we once again took part in the 'Spotacular' Children
in Need event on the 17th November.
Students and staff were able to wear something yellow or spotty to school on the day for a donation of £1
Some of the students hosted extra spotty events within their forms, where they were selling sweets and cakes.

Our total is now up to £450!

We had a fantastic event and thank you all, as always, for your continued support.

What an amazing city!

Amsterdam Trip

What didn’t we pack into our 5 days trip?
Day 1 started very early, but everyone was in high spirits and by the time we reached the
Dutch experience almost everyone was up for a costume change and sampling all the
different cheeses.

Day 2 was a packed day with lots of varied activities. It started at the Van Gogh museum
and very interesting towns, followed by as many pancakes as we could eat on the
Pannenkoekenboot. The afternoon took us to Anne Frank house followed by a canal boat
tour.
Day 3 had more of a sombre feel as we visited the Jewish History museum, The Dutch
Resistance Museum, followed by Camp Vught, a transition concentration camp. Everyone
was moved by the experience and we honoured the victims at the wall by Denusha in
year 10 reading out a poem.
On day 4 we visited Efteling theme park and enjoyed some adventurous rides followed by
a quiet boat ride. The sun was shining and we had great day.
Day 5 was packed with early morning shopping in Amsterdam city – a mad rush to get all
the gifts for home.
It was a memorable trip with some good company of students and staff.
Written by Mrs. Searle and Mrs. Bhalla- Dhir
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STUDENT DANCE SUCCESS!
Year 9 student Lia Finn recently competed in the ‘All Scotland's championships’ in
Irish Dancing. This is one of the first majors Lia has competed in since moving to
a new dance school last year. Lia is still learning a whole new style of dancing
along with a whole new style of teaching with her current school, Maguire
O'Shea, where she is now taught by teachers who themselves have been World
Champions numerous times in their careers and also have gone on to dance in
major shows such as the Riverdance and Lord of the Dance with Michael Flatley.
Lia and her sister Ruby have shown a lot of courage, strength and general talent
that these teachers are able to coach them to a very high level in Irish Dance. Lia
competed last week whilst still undergoing a transformation period against girls
from all over the world including America, Canada, England, Ireland, Scotland
and Australia. Competing against over 150 people, she managed to be placed in
the top 15 of the whole competition.
Well done Lia. This is an amazing achievement!
Mrs Finn recently wrote to the school to express how proud she is of
her daughter and also had the following to say about Lia’s
experience at CHSFG:
I am writing to firstly thank you and the Chislehurst for Girls School for
the support, encouragement and guidance you give to my daughter Lia
currently in 9H.
I feel the security, guidance and great teaching she gains from the
school along with fantastic supportive dance teachers she has, really
keeps Lia focused and able to work hard to one day achieve her
dreams. I can only thank you for your continued support for Lia in this
extra-curricular activity”.
Thank you once again we are extremely happy with the way Lia is
doing as a student of your school. – Mrs V Finn (Mother of Lia Finn)

Year 5 Mathematics Workshop
Year 5 pupils from Gray’s Farm Primary Academy came to Chislehurst School on
Monday 4th December 2017. Mrs Bankova taught an exciting lesson to the pupils,
teaching them some interesting and more advanced mathematical techniques
such as BODMAS throughout the day.
All of the pupils received certificates in recognition of their excellent progress and
work.
A Year 5 pupil described the day as "A great way to improve my maths, and
have fun at the same time!"
Mrs Kay
Director of Primary/Secondary Transition
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Earlier this term, Ms Etheridge took 6 students to
Farringtons School to take part in a Cross Country
event.
A very big congratulations go to Chi-Chi Garland in 7H
who won and Olivia Magee-Brown of 7E who came
second. Staff at Farringtons were very impressed with
our students.

Danielle and Renee Marshall (9E and 7H) travelled
to the British Taekwondo National Poomsae
Championships in Nottingham at the beginning of
December. Danielle won Gold in Team Competition,
Silver in Paired Competition, and Bronze in Individual
Competition. Renee won Silver in Team Competition
and Bronze in Individual Competition, beating black
belt dans, and was selected to join the GB Taekwondo
Squad.

The other students that participated were Lara Speedie,
Austija Sukyte, Kiara Radder and Scarlett Pratt.
Well done all!

She will now travel to Manchester every month to
train with them. Congratulations to both girls!

Jack Petchy Awards

I was very proud to support Ellie Devaney, Francesca Nelson, Videeka Patel and
Michaela Morton this year at the Jack Petchey Awards ceremony at the Catford
Broadway Theatre.
Our Leader Award was also presented to Miss Mackintosh (Music teacher).
It was a spectacular evening and the award winners were presented with their
awards by Councilor Kaythy Bance MBE the Worshipful Mayor of the
London Borough of Bromley.
Amber Cartwright 9E (right) was nominated for a Jack Petchey Award by her
Guide group (10th Lee South Guides) for being a kind and helpful patrol leader,
with an example of her outstanding attitude being that she taught a new
member of her patrol how to ice skate on a trip together.
Amber always puts in extra effort, bringing items and work in to achieve new
badges. - Mrs L Burke

Olivia Blakeway performs on the snare drum with The Pacemakers,
a marching band made up of horns, trumpets, percussion, keyboards and
flag bearers.
They competed in the Boys and Girls Brigade Bands Competition over the
summer, and came in first place.
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On Saturday the 18th and Sunday the 19th of November, I went to an Acorn Hackathon that was held at Oracle
Head offices. This particular Hackathon’s theme was using Virtual Reality to create a solution to a problem in the
world. On the first day we had to first take part in a Kahoot quiz to assess our skills in areas such as coding and
creativity. Next ,we had to get into groups before we were told about the tasks we would be doing, so that we
could take part in some ice breakers. The groups ended up being split into girls all together and boys all
together in groups of three. After all of this we were given a design thinking workshop to help us see how to
develop a product, from research to sketching. After lunch, we heard from a woman who had worked in MTV a
few years back and she told us about how they used VR, she had also worked in several different industries that
used VR. After that we were set off into our teams and started to discuss problems that we wanted to solve and
why. For our workshop we decided on creating a VR experience showing the journey of a Syrian refugee.
We decided on this because we realised that many people didn’t understand why this people looked for a better
life in the UK. We thought this would help give them a better perspective and make them more open-minded
when it came to issues like these.
The next day we arrived to start planning our prototypes, we were
developing ours on a software called aframe.io. The boys on our team
developed the prototype, while the girls were assigned to doing the
PowerPoint and organising the pitch. The teams were going to be
pitching at 4 o’clock, at around 3 o’clock a woman came in to give us
advice on how to pitch. It was informative and gave me advice that I
tried to put into the pitch. We were all a little bit nervous, but when it
was finally our turn to pitch it went well. After our pitch, we allowed the
judges to try out our prototype using the VR headsets.
When every group had finished the judges went out to decide who
should win and who should get which prize. 15 minutes later they came
in and we found that our group won, our prize was to go to Bossa
studios, which is a gaming studio.
Overall, I think the day was good and I would want to experience
something like that again. - Alishah Bridge 10C

BEBRAS
Bebras is a national challenge created by Oxford University to
test computational thinking. Multiple age groups can partake
in categories ranging from kits to elites, with names
contributing to its overall beaver theme.
For the senior sections, there are on average 18 questions and
40 minutes to complete the test. It’s simple: get the question
right and you get points, but if you get it wrong you lose
them. The style of questions are usually multiple choice:
Overall, the winners of the 2017 Chislehurst School for Girls
participants were: Jessica M, Alisha P, Maddy G, Jenna R and
Soluna S; who will be moving on to the next stage in the
competition. Well done.
- Niamh Boyle 10C

HACKATHON
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Vienna Tour

At the very end of our first half term,
Miss Mackintosh and Miss Pilkington took 17
students from years 8-13 who have shown
exceptional commitment to extra-curricular music
on a cultural tour of Vienna, Austria.
We visited Mozart's house and an interactive
Musical Museum, went on a River Cruise, watched a
string quartet concert in a Church crypt, and loads
more, including some downtime in the famous
Vienna Prater park and the Hard Rock Cafe!
The students were immaculately behaved, with
comments made to us by members of the public
about how respectful and enthusiastic they were,
and we all had a great time experiencing a totally
different culture.
We are hoping to take another Music Department
tour in July 2019 to Germany, so keep your eyes
peeled for details of this, but remember; only
students committed to extra-curricular music
activities are eligible to be invited!

Gospel Project
We were lucky enough to work in partnership with the Bromley Youth Music Trust to deliver a
Gospel Choir Project to around 30 of our students this term. This was led and accompanied by
Gospel experts, and produced some exceptional music making within only 5 weeks.
The final performance on 22nd November was breathtaking, and the students' hard work shone through.
We are hoping to make the video of this performance available on the school website soon
and there may be further performance opportunities in the New Year, so watch this space!

Music Ambassadors
Last year we introduced our new Music Ambassadors; students who
regularly attend extra-curricular music clubs, and who have performed
in four or more school concerts, displaying outstanding dedication and
commitment to excellent music making. We are delighted to announce
that following the Christmas Concert, six further students have become
Music Ambassadors. These students are: Soluna Stojanovska, Caitlin
Fletcher, Megan Conway, Amber Cartwright, Leah Moran, and Ella
Goulding. They received their badges at the Christmas Concert, and
should be very proud of their achievements and hard work.
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Enhancement Days

International Day was a huge success with students participating in a activities ranging from South East Asian
lantern making and African culture and fashion. Students also wore national dress and tasted foods from around
the world.
Highlights from STEM Day included digital programming with Year 10, a visit from a female engineer and a Year
7 forensics murder investigation (Page 03). We hope to have cultivated some budding female engineers,
mathematicians, scientists and digital programmers of the future.
Our Spring Term Enhancement Day will take place on 22nd February 2018 and will focus on promoting British
Values. Details will follow in the new year. Please engage with your daughters’ enhancement activities by
discussing key themes and encouraging her participation in the wide range of extra-curricular clubs across the
school.
Ms A. Singer
Enhancement Days Co-ordinator

Black History Month Event for Newsletter
To celebrate Black History Month this year, Year 11 students delivered a whole school assembly in which they
explained why Black History Month is important to them and why it should be celebrated. Students from all
year groups also took part in an event which involved singing, dancing, poetry and a fashion show as well as
an exhibition about African history and the opportunity to taste some traditional African and Caribbean
snacks. This was a really lively, enjoyable and well attended evening which enabled students to appreciate
other cultures as well as their own. It also demonstrated the fantastic talents of our students. Huge thanks to
all those involved.
Ms J Chappells
Head of Humanities/International Co-ordinator
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Christmas Concert
The Christmas Concert proved once again to be a
perfect way to finish the term with some festive spirit.
There were excellent performances from the Choir,
which numbered more than 70 students, Chamber
Choir, Junior and Senior Bands, Gospel Choir, Junior,
Intermediate, and Senior Steel Pan Bands, 7C Band on
the Run Project, Year 9 GCSE Group, and some very
courageous soloists, all of whom performed with great
aplomb. The Principal of the Bromley Youth Music Trust,
Ian Rowe, came to help the 7C Band on the Run Project
with their performance, and to play in our band, and
spoke about the impressive quality of both the instrumental and the choral music that our students
produced on the night.
This really demonstrates the immense talents and hard work of all the students involved, from Year 7 students
who performed in their very first concert with us, to our A-Level students in Year 13, who have performed in
more than they care to remember! We are incredibly proud of all the students involved, and would like to thank
them for their dedication and commitment, without which the concert simply would not have been possible.

We look forward to seeing them
back in rehearsals in the first
week of term in January, and
welcome any other students who
would like to come and join in,
too!

On Friday 8th December students and staff came to
school in their Christmas Jumpers.
We like to support Save the Children every year with
this event. Good fun was had by all.
All monies raised will be donated to Save the Children.
Thank you for your continued support.
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THURSDAY 14TH DECEMBER:

End of Term Arrangements

Optional Staff/ Sixth Form Panto will be shown for Years 9-13 during lunch time – start at 1.15 pm – entrance 50p. Students in
Years 9-13 who do not wish to stay for the Panto, can depart at 1.15 pm. Students watching the Panto at lunchtime depart at
the end.
All students in Years 7 & 8 attend lessons periods 1-4, have lunch and then return to their form rooms. Students will be brought
down to the Main School Hall to see the pantomime at 1.50 pm, accompanied by their tutors/assigned member of staff.
Years 8 & 9 will be dismissed direct from the Hall at approx. 2.15 pm.

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER: LAST DAY OF TERM

YEAR 12 & 13:
Sixth Form students andf tutors will be in the Sixth Form Centre from break time onwards – dismissal via the Sixth Form gate.
YEAR 11:
Will have an English Language exam during period 1 and 2 and then go straight to the Sixth Form Centre. Year 11 will be
dismissed direct from the Sixth Form Centre following the end of exams celebrations.
YEAR 7, 8, 9 & 10:
Will have lessons 1 and 2 as per timetable and break as normal. After break, students return to their form rooms with tutors
then assemblies as follows:
YEAR 7 & 10 only
Assembly 1 at 11.20 am: all tutor groups in years 7 and 10 will l go to Hall, accompanied by their tutors. At the end of the
assembly, tutors and forms return to collect belongings and will then be dismissed by tutors at 11.45 am.
YEAR 8 & 9 only
Assembly 2 at 11.45 am – All tutor groups in years 8 and 9 will l go to the Hall, accompanied by their tutors. At the end of the
assembly, tutors and forms will return to collect belongings and will then be dismissed by tutors at 12.15 am.

Term Starts for all students at 8.30am on Tuesday 2nd January 2018

