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In this issue

Dear Readers
Thank goodness for a two week half-term break, I hear you cry! In the midst of what 
would otherwise have been a 16 week term, we are grateful for “only” having 
15 weeks!”
It has been, as always, a lively and eventful term. Helped by the reasonably clement 
weather, so far … As you can see from the large volume of entries in this edition, sta� 
and students have been very busy both in and out of school.
Not least of which, has been the large number of visits and journeys. We continue to 
be grateful to our intrepid sta� for their dedication and personal time, in arranging so, 
so many wonderful extra opportunities for our young people. In October alone, we 
visited both India and China.
I was myself privileged to represent the school in Shanghai, at our sister school there 
(see my article inside) and I thank Ms Staples and Mrs Burke, for their India tour, too.
I congratulate Years 11 and 13 in particular for completing their “mock” examinations, 
with maturity and fortitude. As you know, one of our Four School Values is “Resilience” 
and I am pleased to say, that the students have approached both the examinations 
and the results, with a high degree of this. Well done and good luck with results yet 
to come.
We are saying goodbye to three members of sta� this term: Mrs Watson and 
Mrs Adams, who leave as Cover Supervisors for promotion in other schools and 
Mr Nicoll, in MFL, who has relocated with his family.
We thank them all for their contribution towards the School and wish them well for 
the future.
We welcome back Mrs Vipie in MFL in January. Mrs Vipie trained here as a teacher 
through Bromley Schools’ Collegiate, a few years ago.
May I take this opportunity to wish you and your families and friends, the 
compliments of the season and look forward to seeing the students again on 8th 
January 2019.

Autumn Term 2018

Christmas Concert 2018

School Newsletter

All the news from our annual 
Christmas Concert
Read more inside.

All the news from our recent school 
trip to India.
Read more inside.

India Trip 2018

Mrs K J Raven
Headmistress

Mrs Raven poses with students in their 
traditional dress for International Day 2018
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Chislehurst School for Girls reaps the rewards of their diverse community.

Chislehurst School for Girls has marked the start of Black History Month with a day celebrating the 
diverse cultures of students at the school.

On Friday 5th October, students had the opportunity to experience African drumming, an Asian fashion 
show, Global Art, Songhai, Aztec and Mughal History, Henna painting and Chinese and Native American 
quilt-making. The School, who is proud of its strong ethos and commitment to promoting the British 
values of mutual respect for those of di�erent cultures, will also be o�ering a menu of activities in 
recognition of the UK’s 31st Black History Month. The programme will include students attending a Black 
History Conference run by Kent University, a black music, dance and poetry concert performance and 
activities relating to the UK’s ‘hidden black histories’.

Headteacher, Mrs Raven said …”I am thrilled to share in this multicultural celebration with our school com-
munity. As an outstanding International School, we provide an extraordinary level of world-wide education, 
preparing our students to be global citizens. Chislehurst School for Girls encourages young people to celebrate 
their di�erences as a way of promoting creativity, enjoyment of learning, 
collaboration and high-level thinking.”

Interna�onal Day 2018



Delhi, Agra and Jaipur

During our recent October half-term, Mrs Staples and Mrs Burke took 9 students 
on a once in a lifetime trip to India. 
 
This was an amazing trip, which enabled us all to visit many historical places 
around this beautiful country.  We had a fantastic guide in India called Dev, who 
had wonderful knowledge of all of the places we visited.
 
One of the highlights of our trip was to visit the Sikh Temple in Agra.
We visited the Sheroes Café in Jaipur, where guests can order a drink inside for a 
donation to help all of the good work they do. This wonderful charity supports 
victims of acid attacks. Our students raised over 6000 Rupis whilst there and our 
mascot ‘Bea the Bear’ loved the café.
  
Among many highlights, one unforgettable one was our sunrise visit to the 
Taj Mahal, which was absolutely breathtaking.
 
A huge thank you to all of those who attended this magical trip – they were all 
fantastic ambassadors for our school. - Mrs L Burke

National Poetry Day 2018
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National Poetry Day – BBC Live Lesson with Year 7 students

On Thursday 4th October, Na�onal Poetry Day was celebrated through-
out our English faculty. Staff shared their favourite poems; Key Stage 4 
students worked collabora�vely to create their own poems; Year 7 
students took part in a BBC Live Lesson led by the award-winning 
performance poet, author and Na�onal Poetry Day ambassador Joseph 
Coelho, poet and author Tony Walsh and CBBC’s Ka�e Thisleton.

The lesson provided the students with the opportunity to focus on 
poetry readings and performance, as well as developing cri�cal analysis 
of allitera�on, similes and metaphors – all very useful for their English 
lessons!

Our Year 7 students thoroughly enjoyed the ac�vi�es, par�cularly the 
presenter’s special ‘shout out’ to Chislehurst School for Girls for 
par�cipa�ng and celebra�ng Na�onal Poetry Day.

We are already looking forward to the next BBC Live Lesson.

“We loved that other students na�onwide were 
involved. Our class started cheering when we saw 
Chislehurst School appear as a shout-out on the 
screen.”
Jideka Nonyelson & Ukachi Keto-Edwards

INDIA TRIP 2018



Enhancement Day - STEM

Engineering
In engineering, we looked at various forms of engineering 
and how they could be used in everyday things. We realised 
how engineering was everywhere whether it was in buildings 
or in a computer. Engineering is a part of STEM using math. 
Science, technology and engineering. On stem day we 
created our own engineered models out of cardboard using 
some sort of engineering to make it move.  These models 
went from windmills to buildings to even models of sharks! 
We also used K’NEX to build things such as bridges. 

I enjoyed this activity as we got to but our creativity into 
action and create models that could move, giving us a feel for 
STEM and engineering.

By Jasmine Williams 

Our most recent Enhancement Day focused on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics). There were many activities arranged around the School focusing on 
one of these four disciplines. These included curved stitching, IT photoshop skills and 
many other exciting sessions listed below.
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The Virtual Reality Experience was really fun and educational as you could explore 
outer space freely whilst hearing information about the various planets and their 
moons that were both 
interesting and informative. It was also really good quality as you could move 
around without it lagging and we could look around at all the incredible sights 
whilst absorbing all of the information. We were then tested by questions about 
what we had seen. 
Overall, it was an amazing experience - Abigail Harknett 

MICRO:BIT
In Micro:Bit, we were able to code a magic 8 ball on a Micro:Bit which 

was so interesting. When we shook it then writing would appear.
To make it even more exciting than it already was, there would be 

achievement points for the people who could get the most possible 
answers! That made people so interested and excited for it to make us 
try even harder. They managed to make it so fun doing something so 

simple. When we �nished we would be able to feel successful in our 
work which was great.

By Grace WatsonARDUINO
In the Arduino session we had an Arduino, a bread board, wires and a LED light bulb. We made a code in the 
app to make the light bulb light up in a pattern. At �rst we struggled to know where all the wires went but after 
we got the hang of it was really easy.

By Sophie Double 

Virtual Reality



We are delighted that we have 46 Year 10 students in this year's Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award group, who have already begun working 
hard on their Awards. Students are taking part in a range of activities 
including cooking, baking, sign language, horse riding, Fire Cadets, 
judo, librarian duties, peer mentoring, volunteering at local Rainbows 
groups, teaching younger students to play instruments, and much 
more. Additionally, in our regular training sessions, students have learnt 
how to put up, pack away and look after tents; pack their rucksacks; 
follow the Countryside Code; and have achieved their 'First Aid for DofE 
Expeditions' certi�cates from St. John's Ambulance. On our practice 
walk at the beginning of December, students learnt about and prac-
tised using Ordnance Survey maps and improved their navigational 
skills, as well as discovering that not all trainers are suitable for muddy 
ground! We are very proud of what they have achieved so far and 
cannot wait to work with this fantastic group of students to complete 
their expeditions and, hopefully, their awards.

Bronze DofE Award
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Lockdown Drill
In January Chislehurst School will be carrying out a Lockdown Drill. This drill is intended to practice our 
‘Lockdown’ policy and procedure. 

A copy of the policy is available to download on our school website.  It has been compiled based upon the 
most recent information and advice available from the Metropolitan Police Service.

More information on our Lockdown drill will follow in the new term.

Chislehurst School for Girls reaps the rewards of their diverse community.

Chislehurst School for Girls has marked the start of Black History Month with a day celebrating the 
diverse cultures of students at the school.

On Friday 5th October, students had the opportunity to experience African drumming, an Asian fashion 
show, Global Art, Songhai, Aztec and Mughal History, Henna painting and Chinese and Native American 
quilt-making. The School, who is proud of its strong ethos and commitment to promoting the British 
values of mutual respect for those of di�erent cultures, will also be o�ering a menu of activities in 
recognition of the UK’s 31st Black History Month. The programme will include students attending a Black 
History Conference run by Kent University, a black music, dance and poetry concert performance and 
activities relating to the UK’s ‘hidden black histories’.

Headteacher, Mrs Raven said …”I am thrilled to share in this multicultural celebration with our school com-
munity. As an outstanding International School, we provide an extraordinary level of world-wide education, 
preparing our students to be global citizens. Chislehurst School for Girls encourages young people to celebrate 
their di�erences as a way of promoting creativity, enjoyment of learning, 
collaboration and high-level thinking.”

Happy 122nd Birthday

This term we celebrated the 122nd birthday of Chislehurst School for Girls. Students a�ended a 
special assembly and lit candles on the birthday cake. Founded in 1896 as Sidcup High School, which 
was a co-educa�onal school located on the corner of Victoria Road, We later moved to the (current) 
new purpose-built main school building in 1931, which was expanded twice during the 1950s. 

Chislehurst School has a rich history in the local community and it is one we celebrate every year 
along with educa�ng the students about the School’s past.



Six of our talented musicians have been working with 
ArtsTrain on a contemporary songwriting and perform-
ance course over the last term. Angelina, Cindy, Abigail, 
Rachel, Becca, and Miya created several songs and 
performance pieces on the theme of 'Social Media and 
"Fake News"', each taking the lead for di�erent elements 
of their performance. Their e�orts culminated in public 
performances at the Albany Theatre, the Churchill 
Theatre, and the Southbank Centre, all of which were 
incredibly well received. We are so proud of the girls for 
all that they have achieved, and for representing our 
school and our Music Department so fantastically!

Feedback from our Open Events

Data Protection
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This term we had three very successful Open Events showcasing our School. In September we had our annual Open Evening, 
October we invited parents in for Open Morning, and finally, in November we had our Sixth Form Opportunities Evening. 
All the events were incredibly well attended and we recieved some wonderful feedback from prospective parents.

99% of parents who attended said they felt warmly welcomed by staff and students.

97% of parents said the event was well organised and provided a full picture of the school.

96% of parents said their guides were able to answer all of their questions, or direct them to somebody who could.

92% of parents said the main presentation was clear and informative.

Some feedback highlights:
“I would certainly recommend”.
“It was excellent. Thank you”.
“I felt welcomed as I walked in and really liked my tour”.
“Please pass my thanks to Jodie in Sixth Form for an excellent tour”.
“Unfortunately missed the speech but found students more than welcoming and were positive about their school”.
“These young ladies are a credit to the school. They were amazing, please pass on my thanks”.
“Wonderful girls and great activities too”.
“We were taken round by Teagan in Year 12. She was amazing and a credit to the school”.
“Our tour guide Ruby Taylor was very helpful and friendly”.
“Great evening and a lovely school”.
“A big thank you to guides and the school. All so friendly and professional. Great school”.
“My daughter loved the school”.
“Excellent all round participation”.
“A lovely welcoming school, very impressed with pupil presentation”.
“An excellent visit. Great guides”.
“Students demonstrated exemplary skills showcasing the school. Looking forward to seeing it during the day”.

Chislehurst School for Girls considers the 
privacy of its parents, sta� and students to be 
a serious issue. 

As part of our ongoing data protection 
compliance, we have recently updated our 
Student Privacy notice which you will �nd 
available to download as well as our other 
Data Protection policies on the School’s 
website.

To report breach of personal data of any kind, 
please email our Data Protection O�cer:
Mrs S Johnston: dpo@chsfg.co.uk 

or �ll in our online form which can be found on 
the school's website.

ArtsTrain



Christmas Concert  2018

Five of our talented singers performed with the Bromley Youth Chamber and Senior Choirs at their 
Christmas performance on Sunday 9th December. We were particularly proud of their musicianship, 
as they capably sang pieces in several parts, in front of a packed audience. Neda, Ellen, Breeze, Georgia, 
and Esther are fantastic ambassadors for our school and our Music Department in the BYMT Choirs, and 
would love other students to join them! Please see Miss Mackintosh for more information on how to 
audition if you are interested.

We are proud of the dedication that our students show to extracurricular music. One of the ways we 
celebrate this is with our Music Ambassador scheme, recognising students who show outstanding com-
mitment by attending clubs regularly and who have performed in four or more school concerts. These 
students receive a Music Ambassador badge and are often seen helping younger students in the depart-
ment. Our current Music Ambassadors are: Neda, Jodie, E�e, Emily, Emily, Imogen, Savannah, Charlotte, 
Sophie, Kalia, Angelina, Amber, Kimberley, Lucy, Ella, Jess, Danielle, Ellen, Alanis, Maricha, Becca, Abigail, 
Cindy, Mikun, Megan, Caitlin, Jenna, Breeze, Georgia, Grace, Charlotte, Miya, Holly, Selbi and Chloe.
We are delighted this term to introduce �ve new Music Ambassadors. Our new ambassadors are: 
Melissa, Frankie, Tiana, Is and Carolina. Congratulations to all our fabulous Music Ambassadors!

BYMT Choirs

Music Ambassadors
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS

On Tuesday 11th December, nearly 120 students took part in one of our 
biggest and most festive Christmas Concerts to date. The audience were 
wowed by performances from the 75-strong choir, the combined forces 
of the Junior and Senior Bands, our three Steel Pan Bands, Chamber 
Choir, and Ukulele Ensemble, as well as our Year 9 & 10 GCSE groups, 
the 7C Wind Band, and some incredible soloists. 

Our fabulous musicians performed to a packed hall with con�dence, 
enthusiasm and great musicality across a wide range of musical styles. 
Several audience members commented particularly on the quality 
of our students' singing, which was very much in evidence throughout 
the night. 

As Mrs Raven said after the concert, it is nigh on impossible to single out 
any of the performances, especially when the overall standard was so 
high, but a special mention must go to all the soloists: Maricha, Kalia, 
Georgia, Holly, Savannah, Ellen, Miya, Emily, Angelina, and Cindy; it takes 
an awful lot of courage to perform on your own to over 300 people! 

We are so proud of all our talented musicians, and can't wait to welcome 
them back after a relaxing Christmas break.



BSGA London Schools  Trampoline Competition 2018

Year 7 Netball
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Following the fantastic success of the School Borough trampoline competition on the last day of term, we achieved the 
following results:
 
YEAR 7
The Year 7 team (Phoebe, Isabelle, Ruby, 
Clarinda, Esther and Georgia) came 2nd 
out of 8 teams.
Phoebe came 2nd out of 36 pupils. 
Georgia 7th and Ruby 15th.
 
YEAR 8
The Year 8 team came 4th and 5th out of 
8 teams (Macey, Vivian, Olivia, Maddie, 
Abi-Gayle, Olivia and Ria.
Macey coming 13th out of 31 pupils. 
 
YEAR 9
Sarah coming 4th out of 33 pupils.
 
YEAR 10 
Danielle coming 10th, Beth coming 
16th and Tiana coming 11th out of 
18 pupils.
 
YEAR 11 
Francesa coming 11th and Ellie 
coming 14th out of 24 pupils from 
Year 11-13.

Well done to the Year 7 netball team for competing against six other schools in the borough to try and compete for 
a place at the London Youth games held on Wednesday, 21st November.

The team included: Alice Fraser, Josephine Hedderman Thompson, Taylor Crouch, Chloe Monk, Olivia Hurley Slade, 
Lottie Rose, Tschissola Brandao, Fareedah Aleshe, Laxana Sinniah, Adewonuola Phillips. With each game, they went 
from strength to strength and the PE Team were very proud o� them. Players voted 'Player of the tournament' 
went to Josephine. Miss Durrant's 'Player of the Tournament' went to Adewohuola.

Well done to all the girls in the Year 7 Netball team! We 
may not have come �rst but no matter what, we got 
up and carried on playing. The competition was hard 
and we were up against good schools such as 
Bromley High School (the winning team), but through 
the match everyone kept their heads held high and 
carried on smiling throughout.
Well done to Josephine for being player of the match, 
as voted for by the team themselves. Also, well done to 
Adewonuola for being player of the match as chosen 
by Ms Durrant. Thank you to Mrs Mclean for coaching 
and training us. Everyone in the Netball team will be 
attending the Netball club after school on Tuesdays 
and I think it has boosted everyone’s con�dence in 
playing netball, so thank you to Jill." 

- Alice: Team Captain.

SPORTING SUCCESS



Results:
1st  Sixth Form boys
2nd  9E
3rd  8S
4th  9C
5th  7R
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Sunday 25th November: Congratulations to Sarah and Phoebe Fisher 
for representing Chislehurst School for Girls in the London Schools 
regional �nal in Hayes Middlesex. Both girls did the School very proud. 
Sarah came 3rd out of 33 gymnasts and Phoebe came 4th out of 50 
gymnasts. We wish both girls good luck for the next competition.

South East Regional Trampolining

27th November 2018: Inter-form charity benchball competition. 
Congratulation to 9E for organising the 2018 Benchball Competition 
and raising £32.51 for Cancer Research. Also well done to the following 
forms for 
entering the 2018 Benchball competition:7R, 7H, 8S, 9E, 9C, 7U, Sixth 
Form boys. 

Inter-Form Charity Benchball Competition

Year 5 Mathematics Workshop
Year 5 pupils from Midfield Primary School came to Chislehurst School for Girls on Monday, 17th December 2018. 
Mrs Bankova delivered some exci�ng and challenging sessions to enhance their Mathema�cal techniques. The 
pupils thoroughly enjoyed the day and were all presented with a cer�ficate in recogni�on of their exellent progress 
and work.

“ It was a lot of fun and i was pleased with how well I did” - Year 5 pupil

Mrs Kay - Director of Primary/Secondary Transi�on

SPORTING SUCCESS Contd. 
Ruby and Lia Finn - Irish Dancing

Sisters Lia nd Ruby are both very talented Irish dancers. Recently, after 8 months of 
being out of competition, Ruby took to the stage in front of hundreds of people for 
the second time to compete for her space as a world qualifer and was placed in the 
top two of Irish dancers in the whole of the Southern Eastern Region. 
This is a huge achievement after so long away and we are very proud of her ability 
to perform under so much pressure.

Lia also took to the stage in front of hundreds and gained her space to dance at the 
World Championships in the USA in April after eight months away. Lia placed in 
the top nine spaces out of every dancer in the SE Region which is an amazing 
achievement after so long away from the stage.

Lia and Ruby have shown such courage and character focusing on their chosen 
extracurricular activity Irish Dancing; they are extremely talented Irish dancers and 
they have done themselves, their school and their family proud.

“We would like to thank you so much for your continued support, encouragement and 
teaching at Chislehurst for Girls as we feel you are playing a massive part in making 
our children the best version of themselves”. - Mrs Finn 



In October Half Term, Mrs Raven travelled to China as 
part of a cultural and educational exchange 
programme between China and Bromley.  The 
programme was initiated and led by the Mayor of 
Bromley,  Cllr Kim Botting and brokered by Gigi Chen, 
Headteacher of the Chinese School in Orpington.

Chislehurst School for Girls is “sistered” with Shanghai 
No. 2 Senior School, having signed our original 2 year 
agreement for 2017-19, in July this year.  We had 
already enjoyed hosting a 4 day visit by teachers and 
students from Shanghai No. 2 School, this summer.  
The trip in October, gave me the opportunity to 
reciprocate, with a visit to Shanghai No. 2 School, 
where I gave a formal presentation on 22nd October 
2018.  I am very grateful for the opportunity and this 
report is aimed at summarising the main learning 
points; similarities and di�erences between our 
schools/education systems; and identifying future 
activities.

Some of the main learning points i observed were 
�rstly, the Chinese (all that I met, including parents), 
highly value education and take it very seriously.  All 
children enjoy being at school and the Chinese 
government appear to support its schools (the major-
ity of which, but not all, are state funded), very well.  
The schools we visited, were well equipped, clean and 
spacious.  We were assured that they were “typical”.
The teachers and headteachers are held in high 
esteem, well respected, well paid and there is a close 
working relationship between local (provincial) 
bureaucracy, and school leaders.
Schools are divided into primary, middle and senior 
schools with external tests only taken at 14 & 18.
There are no performance tables, nor external inspec-
tions.  The reason given for this was that the local 
regions all want to make all schools “good”, so that 
parents are happy with their local school.  Performance 

tables and inspection reports undermine a school’s 
integrity and make parents unhappy.  It is up to the 
local region to know what is needed, if individual 
schools (groups of schools) need help to improve.
All the schools are proud of their successes and publish 
them in special display rooms.

I also observed many similarities between Shanghai 
No. 2 and Chislehurst School for Girls. The two schools 
are very similar in age and foundation; Shanghai 
opened in 1902 as a girls’ grammar school.
Both of our schools were bombed in World War 2 
(although Shanghai had to be completely re-built in 
1945).
Both of us provide an all-round education, with no 
particular specialism and both believe in the 
importance of international links and global education.

There are also many di�erences; Shanghai No. 2 has 
two separate sites, one of which is entirely for board-
ing. Students’ well-being is much more central to the 
curriculum, i.e. it is a “tangible course”, with special 
suites of rooms, full time counsellors etc, in recognition 
of the huge pressure to succeed academically and 
enter top universities.  Students can self-refer and 
attend whenever they wish.  This is a compulsory 
programme for all Chinese schools. Classes of 40-50 are 
typical, including 16-18.

I am looking forward to continuing our relationship 
with Shanghai No.2 School. We have many future 
activities to plan, including the opportunity for our 
students and sta� to visit Shanghai, maybe using the 
boarding provision.
We will also look to develop technological links, with 
translations, as soon as possible to ensure our 
communication is regular.

Mrs Raven’s Visit to China
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As part of our ongoing commitment to promote international links and global citizenship, Modern 
Foreign Language students in Year 10 warmly welcomed a group of 106 Japanese students and their 
teachers who were visiting from Osaka. 

The visit took place in October and began with an opening ceremony which included speeches from 
Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Forder and the Headteacher of Osaka Gakugei School along with 
performances from both schools led by Ms McIntosh. We were all impressed by our visitors singing in 
English and by a very beautiful and moving piece by our own Ella Goulding. 

Our student ambassadors also gave our visitors a tour of the school and they then attended workshops 
led brilliantly by the Japanese students. Activities included: playing traditional Japanese games, writing 
names in Japanese, origami and a tea ceremony. All students engaged really well with each other and 
enjoyed learning about each other’s culture, education and traditions as well as learning some new 
language skills. 

Students enjoyed their lunch provided by the catering team before joining together for a farewell group 
photograph. We are so proud of all of the students and would like to thank them for being so welcoming 
and being such fantastic role models.

Ms J Chappells, International Co-ordinator

Ms S Hau, Head of Modern Language

Japanese Students visit to CHSFG



Bob Neil MP Visits CHSFG
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Mandarin Lessons at Chislehurst School
We are pleased to inform you that, in liaison 
with the Chinese Language School in 
Orpington, we are planning to host another 
beginner’s course in Mandarin starting in the 
Spring Term. This is an exciting opportunity for 
those students who are interested in learning 
a language that is one of the most widely 
spoken languages in China; a country that is 
fast becoming one of the largest economies in 
the world and with whom trading links are 
increasingly important. Learning Mandarin 
could open up amazing opportunities for your 
daughter in the future.

Those students who undertake the Beginner’s 
Course in Mandarin will also be invited to act 
as ambassadors to the Chinese students who 
visit us in July from our sister school in 
Shanghai, so they will have an opportunity to 
practice their new language skills! We have 
not, as yet, been able to organise a return trip 
to China but this is something that we are still 
hoping to do in the future.

The sessions would take place on Tuesdays 
(beginning in January 2019) between 3pm 
and 5pm at Chislehurst School for Girls and 
would be led by a tutor arranged by the 
Orpington Chinese Language School. 

The cost will be £10 for a two-hour session but 
students would be expected to commit to 10 
lessons, which would mean that there would 
be a total cost of £100.

Please note that this course is not intended for 
those students who have already completed 
the beginner’s course, which took place last 
academic year, but we are hoping that we will 
be able to run a follow up to this course in the 
summer term.

If your daughter is interested, please speak to 
Mrs Chappells.

Local MP for Bromley and Chislehurst, Bob Neill, took a break from Brexit 
negotiations this week to visit our Year 10 students.1200px-
O�cial_portrait_of_Robert_Neill_crop_2

The students were able to ask questions on a range of topics, including the 
environment, Europe, social policy, economics and equality.  As a resident of 
Chislehurst, Bob is closely involved with a number of local organisations and 
meets regularly with residents and community groups, voluntary organisations 
and local businesses, to hear their views, campaign on their behalf and represent 
their concerns.

Year 10 have been studying the British Political System and Democracy in 
Personal and Social Development as part of the School's outstanding 
commitment to the promotion of British Values.



   The NHS, schools, housing, just a few of the things that 
£817 billion of our taxes is spent on. But over the past 10 
years, each area has faced cuts and losses in di�erent 
forms.
   Schools have two main funding sources; central and 
local. All state schools rely on both for their funding. The 
total funding for all education in 2019 is estimated to be 
£88 billion, which is 11% of the public spending budget. 
However, around £40 billion is spent on schools with 
pupils aged 5 to 16. 
The Department of Education said that funding for 
schools in the academic year of 2016-17 was at an all-time 
high at £40 billion and it will stay that way for next year as 
well. Schools are funded on a per-pupil basis; the average 
funding per pupil in Bromley is £6,300 a year and this 
accounts for everything from books, to teachers and 
cleaners, to new resources.
   £2.8 billion has been cut from the education (pupils aged 
5 to 16) budget since 2015, which is a 7% loss. However, all 
areas are facing cuts. The government have said that no 
school will face a reduction of more than 1.5% which 
could be up to £94.50. That might not sound like a lot but 
let me put it into context; over a year that’s £94,000! By 
2020 schools could lose up to £3 billion; but when they’re 
getting £40 billion, is 8% really going to make much of a 
di�erence? All 89 schools in Bromley are facing cuts, just 
like every other town up and down the country. Our 
school is expected to lose £88,169 between 2015 and 
2020. But each year the school gets around £7.56 million 
in funding, so how much will we feel the cut? After inter-
viewing one of our Governors, they told me that “it can be 
a concern if the funds from central government cannot 
meet the needs of the children” and that with the right 
funding can “attract the right teachers” and provide the 
correct education for the pupils.
    The most disadvantaged primary and secondary schools 
in London are expected to face £16.1 million being cut 
from their budget in 2019-20. But what are the impacts on 
pupils from a lack of funding? 
  
   Of all permanent exclusions, 83% took place in Second-
ary schools; many headteachers believe it is down to the 
lack of funding. But nearly 47% of all exclusions happen to 
pupils with special educational needs. Can we really link 
lack of funding to students being excluded? One of our 
governors believes that “no link whatsoever” can be made 
between funding cuts and permanent exclusions.
  
  In 2017, 72 people lost their lives when a tower block in 
north London caught �re. Grenfell was the most devastat-
ing �re in the capital for decades, but what was the real 
cause of the �re? We all have heard that there weren’t any 
sprinklers and there was only one set of stairs for all 24 
�oors, but there must be more to it. Grenfell hadn’t ever 

had regular government inspections there just wasn’t the 
money there. As for the cladding, it was cheap and would 
freshen up the nearly 40-year-old tower block. So, what 
really caused 72 people to lose their lives?
    The NHS is something I care very passionately about. At 
the moment the NHS receives £124.7 billion a year. 
The NHS, like schools, gets its funding from a number of 
places. 98.8% is funded by general taxes and national 
insurance, the other 1.2% comes from patient charges and 
prescriptions. Although 1.2% doesn’t sound like a lot, in 
2015-16 the NHS made a whopping £1.3 billion through 
dental charges and prescription charges. In 2019, the NHS 
is set to receive an eye-watering £152 billion, which is just 
1% more than last year! But if the NHS gets 19%, how 
come the state pension gets 20%?
    The NHS employs a staggering 1.5 million people, which 
makes it one  of the �ve largest work forces in the world. 
The other four are McDonalds, Walmart, the 
us-department of defence and the Chinese People’s 
liberation army. How cool is it that our health system is 
one of the largest workforces in the world! In the space of 
36 hours, the NHS treats one million people which is 6% of 
the population, ranging from A&E admissions to outpa-
tient appointments and scheduled operations. What is 
truly amazing, is that we don’t have to pay for it! We are 
one of the only countries in the world with a free health 
care system. The NHS was founded in 1947 as part of the 
welfare state set out by the Labour Party after the war, and 
from that day they have been saving millions of lives. But 
is that all set to change with Brexit and the ever increasing 
and aging population?  
    The budget the NHS gets, is always growing and chang-
ing every year, between 2009 and 2021 the budget is due 
to grow by around 1.2% which is the lowest it has ever 
been, whilst treating more patients than ever. In 2015-16 
the NHS got £116.4 billion and NHS England spent £101.3 
billion of this. Remember that 1.2% increase, well from 
2014 to 2021 funding is set to increase by £10 billion, £6 
billion of which was set to be delivered by 2017. So, with 
everywhere else facing cuts, how come the NHS isn’t? But 
with £152 billion set for next year, how much more can the 
government really give the 70-year-old NHS or has she 
reached breaking point?
    With Brexit just around the corner and the NHS getting 
most of its medicines from the EU, what will happen? With 
schools facing budget cuts and having more children than 
ever with educational needs, what more can we really do? 
And with more than 4.1 million social housing properties 
to manage; can the government really cope? So, what can 
we really expect in the next 5 years?

Student Articles

Public Spending + Brexit = Disaster?
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Article by Caitlin Fletcher 10C



We once again took part in the Children in Need event on 
the 16th November. Students and sta� were able to wear 
something yellow or spotty to school on the day for a 
donation of £1.
Some of the students hosted extra spotty events within 
their forms, where they were selling sweets and cakes.

Our total is now up to £359.75

We had a fantastic event and thank you all, as always, for 
your continued support.

On Friday 14th December students and sta� came to 
school in their Christmas Jumpers. We like to support Save 
the Children every year with this event. Good fun was had 
by all.
All monies raised will be donated to Save the Children.

Thank you for your continued support

Fundraising at CHSFG
Children in Need 2018 Jeans for Genes

On Friday the 28th September we 
supported Jeans for Genes.
Sta� and students were able to wear 
jeans to school for the day - all we 
asked was that they donate £1 to the 
charity. 

This year we raised £513.62 for Jeans 
for Genes - that really is amazing!

A huge thank you for your continued 
support!

Please can we remind all parents of the parking/tra�c issues 
outside the front of the school.

The yellow zigzag markings means no dropping o� or 
collecting at any time other than the times listed on the 
boards. You will get a ticket, compliments of the Bromley 
borough and nothing to do with the School.

Drivers who double park outside of the School are causing 
tra�c issues and hazards for our students crossing. 
Please refrain from double parking when picking up or 
dropping o� students; the last thing we want is an accident.

The School has many events on during the academic year but 
please note that at most of these events there is no available 
parking on site.

If you do �nd a location to park nearby please be mindful of 
our neighbours and their driveways – we are sure you too 
would not like a car parked in front of your house or covering 
your driveway.

Mr M Binmore
Premises Manager

Christmas Jumper Day
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Royal Opera House TripTra�c and Parking at School
In October, 15 lucky students were invited to attend a 
free trip to The Royal Opera House in Covent Garden, 
London to watch a performance of 'Mayerling' by 
Kenneth Macmillan. 

The piece, which is inspired by true events, shows a story 
of dangerous desires, family secrets and political intrigue 
that twists and turn throughout every moment of the 
daring choreography. 

It was an enjoyable afternoon of wonderful dance.  



Year 7 Charity Event - The Reverse Advent Calendar

Year 7-9 Reward Trip - Ice Skating

During December, the Year 7 forms have been donating food and Christmas gifts as part of a Reverse Advent Calendar. 
 
"Instead of opening our own chocolate calendars, we have brought in items each day during Advent to create a beautiful box 
of food and gifts for families in crisis within our own Borough of Bromley.  We believe that everyone in our community should 
not have to face going hungry and hope that our o�erings will make a  di�erence to those in need at Christmas time".   
- The Year 7 Charity Reps
 
"Thank you to all Year 7 families who have generously donated items to the Year 7 Reverse Advent Calendar appeal. I am very proud 
of all the girls who have created their fabulous Christmas boxes and calendars, collated their items and willingly given up their time 
to make a di�erence this Christmas to our local community".  
 - Mrs M Travers (Year 7 Coordinator)

On Thursday 7th December over a hundred Year 7, 8 and 9 students 
enjoyed an ice skating reward trip at the incredibly festive ice rink at 
Ruxley Garden Centre. Students had a great time pushing each other 
round on the skate aids and falling over! 

We did the hour of code for the International Computer Science Week, and it 
was fantastic. The year 7 and 9s who participated were overjoyed with this 
opportunity and all said they would love to this again, to train their computing 
skills. The particular activity that id did involve programming my Minecraft 
character Alex to complete twelve fun and entertaining missions 
- Jin-Xuan Chan

Year 9 computer scientists and Year 7s completed the Hour code for National 
Computer Scientists. It was a riveting experience and all felt overjoyed to be part of 
the chosen few to be selected. It was amazing! 
- Nneka Nonyelson
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On 23rd November, our Year 11 students had the opportunity 
to experience life at our Sixth Form for the afternoon. 

They were all able to take part in A-Level lessons and enjoy 
the bene�ts of the Sixth Form Centre. 
All the students looked incredibly smart and the Sixth Form 
team were delighted to welcome them.

Lucy Powell, Emma Spanswick, Emily Davis and Eva Jolley said:  

‘The Sixth Form Taster Day was a great experience and we 
loved taking part in our chosen subjects’.

Photo: Bahar Abbie, Megan Laidlow, Denusah 
Sukumar, Ndedy Diaw, Fabiana Franca, Imelda 
Keza, Joy Brown, Dominique Gage-Williams

Year 11 – Sixth Form 
Taster Afternoon

“The Bebras Computing Challenge Introduces Computational 
Thinking to Students.”
Bebras is an online competition, and participants enter from 
over 40 countries. Students are tested on their ability to think 
logically, as they need to solve as many problems as possible, 
in a given time.
Each student ‘competes against’ other computational thinkers 
in their age group. This year, students from Chislehurst School 
for Girls (years 9-13) participated in the competition.
Awards were given to all participants, but special categories 
are also achievable. 

These categories included: Merit, Distinction and ‘Best in 
School’. This year Jin Xuan (Year 9), Jessica (Year 11) and Alisha 
(Year 11) all achieved a result within the top 10% of the 
country and have been invited to enter the TCS Oxford 
Computing Challenge.

Bebras - Computational Thinking Challege
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On Thursday, 13th December the 
Sixth Form took over Ruxley Ice Rink 
for a skating extravaganza. Over 80 
Sixth Form enjoyed the pleasures of 
ice skating and there were some 
excellent skaters among them. 
Thank you all for such a wonderful 
afternoon.'



Follow our school 
on these channels

Let’s get
connected!

Lots of good things are happening in our 
school and it’s never been easier to 

the news you want to know.

Follow Chislehurst School on 
Twi er: @chislehurstSCH for 
quick updates and news 
stories and alerts.

Regularly check the 
schools’ website for latest 
news, policies, 
announcements and lots of 
other school informa on.

Use the Parent Portal App 
regularly to see live 
informa on about your 
daughter and book Parents’ 
Evening appointments.

Sign up to ParentMail app 
to receive electronic le ers 
and n ca ons on 
important school events.

www.chislehurstschoolforgirls.co.uk
Beaverwood Rd, Chislehurst BR7 6HE - 0208 300 3156

text service
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Year 7 Enhancement Day December 2018

‘Send my Friend to School’

Year 7 explored what it means to have a safe education in 2018. 
They completed tasks to help them understand why a quality education 
is empowering and transformative, helping them to prepare for life and 
helping them to reach their full potential.

The morning exposed the girls to the realisation that although in the UK we have schools that are peaceful, 
where young people are able to learn and thrive, there are unfortunately millions of children around the world 
who are at risk of harm simply by trying to receive an education. They were presented with case studies of 
children living in deprivation and areas of con�ict.

The girls ended the morning by sending a message to the UK Government that all children deserved a safe 
education in their campaign style signs and letters.

Mrs Travers (Year 7 Coordinator)



End of Term Arrangements
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE END OF AUTUMN TERM 2018
 
WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER: 
Student Christmas Dinner in the canteen.
 
THURSDAY 20TH DECEMBER: 
Optional Sta�/6th form Panto will be shown for Years 9-13 during lunch 
time – start at 1.15 pm – entrance 50p. Students in Years 9-13 who do 
not wish to stay for the Panto, can depart at 1.15 pm. Students watching 
the Panto at lunchtime, depart at the end.
All students in Years 7 & 8 attend lessons periods 1-4, have lunch and 
then return to their form rooms. Students will be brought down to the 
Main School Hall to see the Panto at 1.50 pm, accompanied by their 
tutors/assigned member of sta� and will bring bags/coats etc with them 
to the Hall. Years 8 & 9 will be dismissed direct from the Hall at 
approximately 2.15 pm.
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER: 
Last day of term. School will close at 12.15 pm for all students. There will be no school buses at this time; there-
fore, alternative transport arrangements will need to be made.
 
YEAR 12 & 13:
Sixth Form students & tutors will be in the Sixth Form Centre from break time onwards.
YEAR 11:
will have lessons 1&2 and break as normal. After break, students will be dismissed from 11.15 onwards.
YEAR 7, 8, 9 & 10:
will have lessons 1 & 2 as per timetable and break as normal. After break, students return to their form rooms with 
tutors, then assemblies as follows:
Year 7 & 10 only
Assembly 1 at 11.20 am: all tutor groups in years 7 & 10. 
Year 8 & 9 only
Assembly 2 at 11.45 am: all tutor groups in years 8 & 9 to attend assembly. Students will be dismissed by tutors at 
approx. 12.15 am.
 
House Events and Charities
The Sixth Form and Mrs Burke (Head of House) have been very busy arranging the sta� Christmas Panto. 
All proceeds will go towards our House Charities. The House Charities for this academic year are The Wonder 
Foundation, Genes for Jeans, Macmillan, Demelza, Children in Need and Comic Relief. 
 
Please see below a list of House fundraising events that will be taking place.
• 12th December - Christmas Fair
• 14th December - Christmas Jumper
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January 2019
08/01/2019 Start of Term  
11/01/2019 Recognition & Awards Evening 
17/01/2019 Year 11 Parents' Evening  

February 2019
06/02/2019 Year 8 Preferences Evening  
11/02/2019 Year 12 Exam week  
13/02/2019 Year 8 Parents' Evening  
18/02/2019 Half Term

Important Upcoming Dates


