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MESSAGE FROM MRS RAVEN

Dear Parents and Carers

As we come to the close of another year, I extend to 
you all the compliments of the season.

We have experienced some extreme weather this  
autumn and winter, so it is to be hoped that we have 
a calmer Yuletide. Thank you all for your on-going  
support for your sons and daughters and the school.

You will read of our many adventures and achieve-
ments since September. I take this opportunity to 
thank all of my staff for leading and participating in 
such a wide range of activities, celebrated here, many 
of which are beyond and above their classroom duties. 
They are designed to provide our young people with 
extended cultural and social opportunities, which 
they may otherwise not enjoy.

We sadly say goodbye to two members of staff this 
term: firstly Miss Okcay who has completed her  
Apprenticeship with our Administration Team led 
by Office Manager, Mrs Howard. We wish her well in 
her new post in January. Secondly, Mr Dawkins has  

given us 30 years of loyal service, joining the school in 
April 1990 as Second in Maths. He was promoted to 
Head of Maths in 2013 and has led the team to some 
of our most successful GCSE results ever, finding us 
well above the national average for the past four years.

He has also played a key role in the Bromley Schools’ 
Collegiate, as the Maths lead for all of our Maths men-
tors and trainees across Bromley.

As a former Advanced Skills Teacher, Mr Dawkins 
is indeed a celebrated Maths specialist. He will be  
sorely missed. We take this opportunity to wish him 
well for his retirement and hope that he will stay in 
touch through the Collegiate, in the future.

Mrs Hing-Bekoe succeeds him in January and we 
wish her well in maintaining the upward trajectory of 
the faculty.

Thank you all again and have a peaceful Christmas 
and New Year.

Tuesday 17th December saw our annual Christmas Concert return for  
another triumphant year. This year, over 100 students performed, from Year 
7 students taking their first bows as part of our fantastic Music department, 
to Sixth Form students and our experienced ‘Music Legends’ leading the 
younger musicians. The sold-out audience enjoyed a real variety of perfor-
mances, ranging from solo singers, to steel pan bands, to the final “Greatest 
Showman” massed choir and band number which almost took the roof off 
the hall.
Special congratulations must go to Renee, Abigail, Holly, Charlotte, Geor-
gia, Miya, Mikun, Isabelle, Carrie, Lucy, Ellen, Abigail, Esther, Georgia, and 
Jess who demonstrated real courage by singing and playing solos and small 
ensembles. We would also like to congratulate all our talented and dedi-
cated musicians who took part; it takes a lot of time and effort to prepare 
and practise for performances this confident and assured, and we are so 
proud of all of them. We will be putting on some smaller concerts during 
the Spring Term, giving all students the opportunity to perform in a more 
informal setting, before MusicFest, our full-scale Summer Concert, which 
will be on Tuesday 7th July - we look forward to seeing you there.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 2019CHRISTMAS CONCERT 2019



JACK PETCHEY AWARDS 2019JACK PETCHEY AWARDS 2019
Jack Petchey Awards - Churchill Theatre 20th November

Mrs Burke, our Jack Petchey Coordinator, along with award winners and family and friends attended 
the Jack Petchey Awards at the Churchill Theatre in Bromley on the 20th November.  It was a fantas-
tic night and the Mayor of Bromley - Nicholas Bennett, presented the awards.

Our Award Winners are:
Kailey Pointon Smith
Kiera Lauder
Campbell Crouser
Frankie Northcott
Sanna Judge
Ellie Wilkinson

Leader Award:
Ms Hing Bekoe

BREBAS OXFORD COMPETITION RESULTSBREBAS OXFORD COMPETITION RESULTS
Bebras is a computational thinking competition 
held by Oxford University. Bebras helps the pupils 
to think computationally and expands their compu-
tational thinking and logic.
In the competition you have age categories for all 
different age groups. In our school Year 9, 10, 11, 
12 & 13 Computer Scientists and a few year 7s took 
part this year. 8 of our students did exceptionally 
well. In Year 7: Paulina Golebiowska, Year 9: Alice 
Maggee-Brown, Duru Balci, Tegan Helsdown, Ad-
ina Parker, Daisy Leeder and Hannah Shield and 
in Year 13 Tanya Morris, who all went through to 
the second round of the competition by achieving 
a score in the top 10% of the country for their age 
group.

The competition itself will include questions such 
as: the supplied code, which is designed to do some-
thing, but includes a problem which needs to be 
fixed and you have to figure out what is wrong with 
the code to make it work. Alternatively, you could 
get another question, for example, where a picture 
is given to you with a question like “which of these 
need to be moved to make the sequence correct?” 
We all enjoyed it and will work towards next years  
competition.



STEM
FORENSICS DAY 2019FORENSICS DAY 2019

I enjoyed Forensics Day because it was a learning experience I had never got to do before. One of my favourite 
activities was using the different pens to see who forged Taylor Swift’s suicide note. Although I equally loved 
finding out who the killer was at the end of the day. I’m looking forward to repeating Forensics Day another 
year if I can.
Estelle Mbueko 7C Year 8 - Engineering day

During Enhancement Day we were involved in 
lots of STEM-related activities, including how to 
programme and make codes to power a lightbulb. 
This was an important skill to learn because it gave 
us an insight into different jobs in Computing and 
Computer Science which we might pursue when 
we are older. We enjoyed this, as it was a fun activ-
ity that made us really think and gave us life skills. 
We also worked to make furniture from STIXX of 
newspaper. This helped us to learn how to work to-
gether as a team and organise each other and our 
time wisely. We also created PowerPoints which 
helped us to understand how to advertise and pitch 
our designs, furniture and companies to an audi-
ence. We really enjoyed Enhancment Day as it gave 
us lots of ideas about how STEM affects all of us. 
We also liked learning about the different types of 
careers STEM can lead to.

Year 9 
We used maths and science to create roller coasters out of paper plates. This was hard as the paper plates 
would slant so the marble would fall off. We used lots of resilience to make sure that our roller coaster 
worked. Most of the roller coasters had a theme such as water or a beach. We had to work hard together as a 
team and communicate to make sure that our roller coaster was working and nicely decorated.

Abbie Chattaway 9C



Everyone in 8H
I liked Arduino because it was fun and it was to do with  
engineering. It was fiddly. We used the language of C to code a 
light to flash. It was hard because the code had to be perfect with 
the correct capital letter and punctuation. It was fun.

I liked curved stitching. It was interesting and fun. It was interest-
ing because we made shapes with only straight lines. This was to 
do with maths. We made clover flowers. It was fun and relaxing.

I liked the mechanical engineering as we did experiments with real world objects made out of KNEX. There 
was a Ferris wheel, bridges, a rollercoaster and a half pipe. I used the Ferris wheel. We turned it on and 
added different weighted objects to the chairs to see how it would affect the speed of the wheel. This was 
both fun and interesting.

Lisa Medcalf 8C

Year 10 – E-safety and STEM  
speakers

Our first speaker of the day was Lee Medclaf, a VFX 
artist. He had worked on the special effects for many 
well-known films such as Avengers: Endgame and 
Black Panther. He spoke to us and showed us the spe-
cific parts behind making the VFX for each part of 
a film, as well as the workload for a VFX artist. The 
speaker also explained about how, if we had any in-
terest in VFX, we could work our way up through the 
ranks and end up working on major films too.

Our second speaker was a mental health nurse who 
spoke to us about the benefits of working in medicine, 
and primarily as a nurse. She was very experienced 
and had many stories about how rewarding her job 
as a nurse is. She was also accompanied by a universi-
ty student who is working her way up to becoming a  
social worker, who spoke to us about the qualifications 
she’s taking and the experience she received in other 
areas of medicine while working in different sections 
of a hospital.

Our third speaker was a producer and part-time  
Instagram blogger. She encouraged us to follow our 
passions and dreams, explaining how the road to our 
careers may not be, a straight path and may not be the 
same as anyone elses. She also showed us a trailer for 
the short film she is producing, “I am Joseph”.

We spent the final part of the day discussing the pros 
and cons of AI in our modern world. We learnt how 
many different ways AI is used today, as well as the 
possibilities that can be achieved with AI in the future 

and how that will impact our lives and possible career 
options.

Nneka Nonyelson

DUKE OF EDINGBURGH
For Enhancement Day, I spent the day doing a Duke 

of Edinburgh walk in practise for the expedition in 
May. In the morning, we learnt about how to read 

maps and how to locate certain areas on maps in the 
countryside. We discussed the best way to plan our 
walk for the expedition. We then went outside and 

completed our walk and we practised how to use and 
locate certain areas on the map in real life.  

I thoroughly enjoyed Enhancement Day because it 
was a different and fun experience where I learnt new 

useful skills that I will be using in the future.

Olivia Wauters



ECO-COMMITEE PROJECT

Our students went to Feref Advertising 
Company in Soho recently.

It was a great experience to hear about 
all the opportunities in marketing as 
well as an insight of the world of film  
marketing.

Students had a workshop on a marketing 
campaign on Top Gun 2 which is one of 
the big projects Feref will be working on.

MEDIA TRIP

The Eco-Committee have started work on the raised beds behind Science. These are going to be 
planted with vegetables and plants to attract bees and other wildlife. Well done to the girls who 
braved the cold to get started on this project.

1) All outer coats must be plain navy or black: no fur coats please.
2) Shoes, not boots. If boots are worn for the journey to and from school, they must be changed into 
shoes once in school.
3) Scarves must be plain black or navy or the relevant school house scarf.

Items that do not comply with our uniform in the New Year, will be confiscated.
Thank you.

UNIFORM REMINDERS



On the evening of Tuesday 12th November, 
we were proud to host the first ‘The World 
is Your Oyster’ event. This was an event to 
celebrate female leadership and empow-
erment and give the students a chance to 
think about and discuss their future career 
aspirations. 
Students had an opportunity to hear from 
a range of successful women including 
Paralympic bronze medalist Gemma Pres-
cott, Director of Risk and Audit at the 
Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime, 
Julie Norgrove and award winning Dentist 
Dr Uchenna Okoye. Students then had a 
chance to have speed mentoring sessions 
with a range of other highly successful 
women. 
We were so pleased that two CHSFG 
alumni Chellsie Brooks and Abbie Light-
foot-Athill made up the mentoring panel. 
One of our students summed the event up 
best by saying “It was a really inspirational. 
It’s made me think about what I need to do 
to be successful”.

THE WORLD 
IS YOUR OYSTER

Local MP for Bromley and Chislehurst, Bob Neill, 
took a break from Parliament to visit our Year 10  
students.
The students were able to ask questions on a range 
of topics, including the environment, Europe, so-
cial policy, economics and equality. As a resident of  
Chislehurst, Bob is closely involved with a number of 
local organisations and meets regularly with residents 
and community groups, voluntary organisations and 
local businesses, to hear their views, campaign on 
their behalf and represent their concerns.
Year 10 have been studying the British Political  
System and Democracy in Personal and Social  
Development as part of the School’s Commitment to 
the promotion of British values.

BOB NEILL VISITS CHSFG



#ITSINTHEBAG CAMPAIGN - THE HYGIENE BANK

CHSFG STUDENT WINS COMPUTING COMPETITION

This week we will be launching our whole school Christmas charity 
appeal #itsinthebag, a campaign run by the Hygien Bank.  
The Hygiene Bank provides hygiene and personal care essentials to 
all those in the UK who can not afford it.  Please see the PPT you can 
share with your students.
We asked everyone (students and staff!) to find an unwanted giftable 
bag at home (drawstring, handbag, backpack etc)  and fill it with the 
following items: 
Female: Sanitary pads & tampons, shampoo & conditioner, hair styl-
ing products, face wash, cleanser & creams, body wash, body lotion, 
deodorant, toothpaste & toothbrush, nail files, make-up, perfume, 
gift sets, hair brush, hair ties.
Male: Shampoo & conditioner, shower gels, deodorant, shaving foam, 
toothpaste & toothbrush, hair styling products, nail clippers, men’s 
grooming products

Baby and Child: Nappies & pull ups, night time pants for older children, baby wipes, barrier cream,  
toothpaste & toothbrush, baby wash, baby & kids shampoo, talcum powder, nit comb & nit shampoo.

“A huge thank you to students, friends and families for donating to our collection for the Hygiene Bank.   
The items were collected on Thursday and the lovely lady from the Hygiene Bank could not believe how 
generous our friends and family of CHSFG are”.  - Mrs Burke

Talented Computing enthusiast Rachel Talabi 
gave up ten days of her recent summer holidays 
to register for a programme called ‘Teens in AI’, a 
set of workshops run by Acorn Aspirations, led by 
Elena Sinel. The programme challenges students 
of all backgrounds aged 12-18 to work together 
to solve real- world problems with modern solu-
tions, using Artificial Intelligence and teamwork 
as a focus.

Rachel was fortunate enough to work at several 
different locations with many different mentors. 
Specifically, Rachel’s group were tasked with 
tackling teenagers’ mental health issues caused 
by bullying. Their solution was to invent an app 
which allows users to talk to a ‘chat bot’, who gives 
advice and refers users to a professional suited to 
their needs. Many experts lectured during this 
prestigious programme, including leading repre-
sentatives from the BBC and the Royal Marines.

Rachel’s group came from a variety of schools, 
colleges and backgrounds and together, their app 
was judged to be the winning idea for the compe-
tition. A proud Rachel said, “My group worked 
amazingly together and we’re glad to be able 
to keep working together to carry on building 
and improving our app. I would recommend to  
anyone to give up some of their own time to  
develop their own passions and interests – you 
never know what it might lead to.”



Lia and Ruby travelled to Scotland and Torquey 
over the past few weeks to compete in 2 major 
world class Irish Dancing competitions, and also 
a competition in Glasgow.
 The first major competition being The All 
Scotland Championships where Lia and Ruby 
competed against over 130 children from all over 
the globe bringing home amazing placements and 
medals. 
The second, which was during the half term, was 
The Great Britain Championships which again 
saw many competitors from across the globe com-
pete in this first major competition to give out a 
limited 10 places in next year’s World Champion-
ships in Dublin.
 Every dancer 
works hard for this all 
year round and Lia and 
Ruby have done this 
with continuous train-
ing week in, week out. 
Finally, the competi-
tion in Glasgow where 
they travelled with their 
dance teachers for the 
weekend, saw them 
both place amazingly well with Ruby winning 
her age group and Lia placing 2nd to the World 
Champion in her age group. 
 We are pleased that both Lia and Ruby 
qualified to dance at the World Championships 

on their first attempt, both getting top 15 place-
ments in a truly world class competition. 
Lia placed 14th overall making her within the top 
5 of English dancers to compete and top 3 in the 
Southern Region out of over 100 competitors. 
Ruby placed an amazing 9th overall making her 
also a top 5 English dancer and also top 2 South-
ern Region dancer. 

“As a family, we would like to thank your school 
for all the help, support and continued interest 
staff have shown to our children, we believe that 
giving them a grounded education along with an 
extracurricular activities outside of school is es-
sential to their growth and success in life. 

We are extremely happy with Chislehurst School 
for Girls and some of the staff members have 
been amazing especially Mrs Mclean and Mrs 
Hodgson. We would like to thank you for your 
continuous support with Lia and Ruby in their 
chosen extracurricular activity and are happy to 
keep you updated on their very massive  
achievements.”. - Mrs FinnCHSFG STUDENT WINS COMPUTING COMPETITION

STUDENT SUCCESS - IRISH DANCINGSTUDENT SUCCESS - IRISH DANCING

As part of our push for re-usable drinks bot-
tles in school, we have launched our ‘Fueling 
the Future’ water bottles. These are available for 
staff and students to purchase from the Science 
Department at a cost of just £3 each.

ECO-FRIENDLY BOTTLES



YEAR 12 MEDIA - CHRIS LUPTON VISIT
The Year 12 Media Studies students were treated to a visit 
by Chris Lupton, who is the Creative Director of Empire 
and Pilot TV magazines.

Chris spoke about his career and the road he took to get to 
being Creative Director, which ultimately stemmed from 
the love and passion for printed magazines in the 90s. 
Explaining that a Creative Director doesn’t only deal with 
the printed content, it means being responsible for the 
whole brand; coming up with concepts for features/cov-
ers, directing photoshoots, commissioning illustrations, 
pulling the issue together/designing pages, producing the 
digital format of the magazine and the awards evening.

He explained to the students the A levels/University 
course he took. Giving insight into his work from starting 
as a junior designer on Time Out to Art Director on the 
Sunday supplement magazines at the Observer, then var-
ious women’s magazines and finally Empire. Explaining 
the differences between having cover lines on covers for 
newsstand and covers which are given away with Sunday 
newspapers, what marketeers come up with to promote 
the magazine to increase readership, how photoshoots 
are generally set up and what the end product actually 
looks like after a lot of work by designers. Plus, a general  
overview of magazine publishing.

Chris’ story showed that, whatever background you are 
from, if you approach something with passion, hard work 
and determination you can achieve your dream job.

Our new Bronze DofE group have made an excel-
lent start on their awards, training during the first 
two Enhancement Days of the year, as well as week-
ly after school. They have focused on First Aid skills 
and navigation so far, culminating in a self-led walk 
around Chislehurst on the December Enhancement 
Day, which left many of us very muddy indeed! We 
are looking forward to our first expedition weekend 
on 28th-29th March. Any Year 11s who have yet to 
finish their Bronze awards (there are quite a lot of 
you!) please do come and see me for help and sup-
port to get these finished before your exam period 
begins. - MS MACKINTOSH

DofE at CHSFG



YEAR 12 MEDIA - CHRIS LUPTON VISIT

BLETCHLEY PARK AND THE NATIONAL MUSEUM 
OF COMPUTING
For Enhancement Day, a group of Year 12 & 13 
computer scientists and Mrs Robinson visit-
ed Bletchley Park and The National Museum of 
Computing. We learnt about the different types of 
encryption during World War II and the people 
who were behind them.  

 During the war, the Enigma was a machine used 
to encode and decode Morse code messages,  
using three rotors (out of five to pick from) to 
encrypt the message by having electrical signals 
reflected through the rotors to return a different 
letter from the original typed. The set up for the 
Enigma (which rotors were used and the original 
positions for them) were changed every day and 
never repeated. In order to find out this set up, 
diagrams needed to be captured from submarines 
containing Enigma machines, which tended to be 
very dangerous.  

We saw the Bombe, created by Alan Turing, 
which was used to figure out the encryption code, 
without the use of the table, based on predicted 
letters. The letter entered in an Enigma could  
never be encrypted to itself, so using the word 
“Wettervorhersage” (German for ‘weather fore-
cast’, as messages were often sent from station-
ary weather ships) possible combinations were 
uncovered, through the process of elimination. 
These were then entered into the Bombe which 
would then return the encryption combination 
for that day.  

Another machine that we saw was the Lorenz, 
used to encrypt messages between the Ger-
man high command. It worked similarly to the  
Enigma but used twelve wheels rather than three 
and a 12-letter preamble key, making it hard-
er to decode.  The Tunny Machine, invented by  
William Tutte, was created to work out the start-
ing position of each wheel. The Heath Robinson 
and the Colossus used reems of punched papers 
to decode the messages sent by the Lorenz, using 
the position uncovered by the Tunny, which con-
tained 10 characters per inch (if this was applied 
to an 8-gigabyte file, the length of paper would 
equal half the equator). 

 In addition, there were exhibits showing the  
development of programming languages,  
computers and gaming consoles through time as 
well, with many being open to interaction.  

-Niamh Boyle SF4



    Brexit. 1265 days. 50 resignations. 1 Brexit. Where 
do we stand now?
  Now, I’m not going to sit on my high horse and 
preach to you about being a Remainer or Brexiter or 
vote Tory or vote Labour. None of that, I’m going to 
try and break down Brexit and the last 3 and a half 
years into something digestible.
  On the 23rd June 2016 Britain had a referendum 
to decide if we’d stay in the EU (European Union 
formed of 28 countries, the UK joined in 1973) or to 
leave. David Cameron, the then Prime Minister, was 
the leader of the remain campaign. Boris Johnson, 
now prime minister, was the leader of the leave party 
or a Brexiter as we know say! Leave won 52% to a tiny 
gap of just 4% to the remain campaign. From then 
it was our fate to leave the EU. As year 11,12 and 13 
may remember we had our own mini election in the 
weeks running up to the national vote.
  The day after, 24th July, David Cameron formally 
announced his resignation as Prime Minister. Brexit 
was now in someone else’s hands. Theresa May, the  
then became Prime Minister on 13th July 2016, step-
ping up to the immense task of getting the UK to deal 
with Brexit and leave the EU with a reasonable deal. I 
hope this is all making sense so far, because trust me, 
I’m just as confused as you are!
  On 7th December 2016 parliament voted to trig-
ger article 50. Article 50 is simply the beginning and  
legalisation of the process of leaving the EU. This was 
officially triggered on 29th March 2017, this process 
was originally supposed to last 2 years, so we’d leave 
on 29th March 2019. This allowed time for deal to 
be passed and issues such as the Irish backstop to be 
sorted. The Irish backstop is one of the biggest issues 
for the UK and Brexit. Northern Ireland is part of 
the UK and will eventually not be in the EU; where-
as Southern Ireland is independent and will remain 
in the EU. Therefore, we need a border between the  
2 countries. However, many commute over the  
border or visit friends and family. Making a tradi-
tional border difficult, also with the issues between 
the north and south in the 70s, 80s and 90s it’s even 
more difficult.
  Over the next 2 years quite a lot of nothing hap-
pened. There were votes, laws and resignations, but 
none of this made a great deal of difference to you or 
me. Potentially, one key thing was that Boris Johnson 

resigned as Foreign Secretary in July 2018. Another 
is on the 25th November 2018, 27 EU states approved 
a withdrawal agreement, feels like progress, right? 
Wrong!
  Then the fireworks of 2019 rang out across the 
country and there was one thing that stuck in our 
heads, this would be the year we left the European 
Union. On 12th March 2019, a deal wasn’t accepted 
in government and the confusion really kicked in. 
This meant that on the 29th March we’d be leaving 
without a deal, so Theresa May had no choice but to 
ask the EU for an extension. The EU granted an ex-
tension until 29th June 2019, five days later this was 
pushed back further to the 31st October 2019. On 
24th May, Theresa May stepped down and resigned as 
Prime Minister, leaving the position to another vic-
tim of Brexit. On the 24th July, 2 months later, Boris 
Johnson steps up as our Prime Minister.

  On 17th October 2019 the UK and EU decide on 
another deal that is taken to Parliament for MP’s 
to pass or not. But, unsurprisingly, this was not  
accepted. The UK and Boris Johnson then had to ask 
the EU for yet another extension. This was agreed 
and we’re set to leave on 31st January 2020. 
  However, one major event stands in the way. Christ-
mas election. On 12th December, all UK residents 
will have the opportunity to vote for their chosen 
party. Whether that be Conservative, Labour, Liber-
al Democrats or another party, it will all be decid-
ed on 12th December 2019.  What it does mean, is 
that we’re left with a six-week gap where deals won’t 
be passed and issues won’t be sorted. This is because 
most parties have prioritised the election campaign 
and gaining the most votes.    
  No one knows what will happen in the next 6 weeks.
  Hopefully, this makes Brexit seem a little less daunt-
ing and easier to understand, now all the tongue 
twisters have been taken out.

Caitlin Fletcher 
10C

STUDENT ARTICLESTUDENT ARTICLE
The Dreaded Word.



Year 7 students are loving CHSFGYear 7 students are loving CHSFG
We asked some of our new Year 7 students how they are settling in and and what they think of Chislehurst 
School so far. Below were some of the resposnses:

  As we grow up, we get used to saying goodbye and being away from loved ones. But nothing can prepare 
you for the immense pit made in your stomach when you think about leaving secondary school. Even now, 7 
months before I say goodbye to my year, I feel sick, but as they say, no pain no gain. As you think back to leav-
ing Secondary School surely you can remember this feeling?
  Chislehurst has been like a second home to me for the last 5 years, but now I know it’s time to move on and 
go to a sixth form college. When you look at a school, you see the results and subjects but very rarely do people 
tell you about the community and support of the school, nor the family like unit of a form group. When I look 
back 5 years ago, I was starting my SATs and I knew Chislehurst would be my first and only choice. Now, at the 
beginning of my GCSE year I don’t regret my choice for one minute.
  So, this will be my last Christmas article. I will continue to do it until the summer when I leave. 
I hope you’ve enjoyed reading all the articles over the last 3 years. Lastly, thank you to Chislehurst 
for the most amazing opportunity and the best 5 years of my life. Thank you, Chislehurst!

STUDENT ARTICLESTUDENT ARTICLE
The Last One

Caitlin Fletcher 11c 



Democracy in action at CHSFG
On Thursday 12th December 2019, election fever hit.  Sixth 
Form students (pictured from left to right) Campbell Crouser 
(Liberal Democrat), Margaret Afatsao (Labour), Neda Petruse-
viciute (Green) and Henry Lawrence (Conservative) had been 
canvassing to try to gain a victory in the whole school election.   
They also launched their manifesto speeches via video link to all 
students at the school. The final results showed a Labour win in the  
Chislehurst School constituency.
Students have been learning about the National Election in form 
time and Personal and Social Development.  They have shown 
a passionate commitment to working for democracy in school 
and the local area.  Democracy is a key British Value espoused by 
 the school.

We supported Children in Need in November.  Staff 
and students wore something yellow or spotty to 
school for the day.  Students hosted sweet sales and 
other events on the day.  
Our wonderful 6th form team rode bikes for the 
whole day in main reception.  We raised over £350.   
A huge thank you for your support.

We joined in with Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 
13th December.  Staff and students joined in and wore 
a Christmas jumper to school for the day.
This is always a fun festive event. All monies raised 
are sent to Save the Children. Many thanks for your  
support.

CHARITY at CHSFGCHARITY at CHSFG

As part of the Shakespeare School’s Festival,  years 7-9 performed 
a production of Hamlet this autumn.  It was a great cast this year 
and we had lots of fun rehearsing and performing at the Albany 
Theatre.  There was a great atmosphere and many students loved 
the teamwork and support given by the teachers.  This has real-
ly developed my cultural  appreciation of Shakespeare and the  
theatre and I am so proud that we managed to pull together such  
a dramatic, tragic performance of Hamlet.

By Evangeline Iley, Year 9

Shakespeare School’s FestivalShakespeare School’s Festival



CHSFG Alumni Association
Zara Ashraf- Class of 2019

Zara Ashraf, who only left in the summer 2019, sat down and answered a  
couple of questions for us:

What year did you attend the school and the subjects you studied?

I joined the school in 2012 and left after completing my A Levels in 2019.  
In Sixth Form, I studied Religious Studies, Psychology and Sociology.

What advice would you give your younger self, before the exams?

I personally would advise my younger self to not doubt my ability before the 
exams and have faith in myself knowing that I have done the most preparation 
I could for the exam. 

On the 21st November we arrived in Rome, a city which was basking in sunshine. This is where our sightseeing 
began. We first went to the Spanish Steps and the Trevi Fountain. Many of us threw coins into the fountain this 
is because it is believed that once you throw a coin in you are ensured to come back. The Trevi Fountain was 
beautiful and we all want to go back.

Following this we went to the Colosseum, which the ancient Roman  
civilisations used for entertaining the residents of Rome with gladiator fights. 
After this we went to the Sistine Chapel, which shows religious art painted by  
Michelangelo, one of the greatest Renaissance painters. The colours and detail 
on these frescos totally blew our minds! 
We had never seen anything so beautiful.

Then on 23rd of November we visited the ancient Roman city of Pompeii.  
It was famously covered in volcanic ash when Mount Vesuvius erupted in the 
year 79 AD. This was a once in a lifetime experience as we got to walk through 
a 2000-year-old town, viewing ancient objects and even plaster castes of peo-
ple, captured in time. We also scaled the summit of Mount Vesuvius, where we 

took in a wonderful view of the bay 
of Naples. This was a once in a life-
time experience.

Then on 24th of November, we went to Capri. In Capri we went on 
two boat rides. On the boat rides we saw the Blue Grotto and the 
Faraglioni rocks, which are the symbol of Capri. These rock for-
mations tower out of the blue waters which surround them. In Ca-
pri we also saw shops such as Prada, Gucci and various upmarket  
boutiques.

We believe that seeing Italy and many of its beautiful artistic landmarks have given us a true appreciation of 
culture and the finer things in life. We had a wonderful time and would love to go back and see more of Italy 
– what a stunning country.

By Cressida Boateng, Chelsea Mason and Shiv Kerupagaran, Year 11

Cultural Trip to ItalyCultural Trip to Italy



A big congratulations to our Trampolining team. A special mention to our Year 8 team who came 2nd  
overall and Phoebe Fisher who won the Year 8 individual competition.

SPORTING SUCCESSSPORTING SUCCESS

STAFF SHOW THEIR TOUGHNESS
Back in September, a team of staff entered into the Tough Mudder 
run to raise money for charity.

The team completed the race in style, raising over £400! 

A big THANK YOU to everyone in school who supported them. 

We are getting a team together for 2020 already. 

KS4 students explored the Natural History Museum 
on Tuesday 10th December. They enjoyed view-
ing dinosaur and neanderthal bones, experiencing 
the earthquake reconstruction room and observing 
19th century taxidermy displays of rare species.  
Students then skated on the ice rink outside the  
museum and enjoyed hot drinks in the museum cafe.
“I loved visiting the Moon exhibition because I love 
astronomy. The ice skating was really fun”.
 - Denisa Lucut, Year 11



LOCKDOWN DRILLLOCKDOWN DRILL IMPORTANT UPCOMING IMPORTANT UPCOMING 
DATESDATES

On the morning of November 14th, the entire 
school community successfully took part in a 
Lockdown Drill. This drill intended to practise 
our ‘Lockdown’ policy and procedure.
A copy of the policy is available to download on 
our school website. It has been compiled based 
upon the most recent information and advice 
available from the Metropolitan Police Service.

Year 12+13 Parents’ Evening: 9th  
January  4pm - 7pm

Holocaust Memorial Day: Weds 22nd 
January

Awards and Recognition Evening: 
Thurs 23rd January

Enhancement Day: Weds 29th January

Spring Half Term: 17th - 21st February 

The shroud that has concealed the elitist procedures 
surrounding interviews for Computer Science at 
Cambridge University have been revealed this year. 
Twenty-four teachers from a range of state schools 
have been allowed in to observe the interviews. I was 
lucky enough to be one of these teachers and repre-
sented the interests of our students at CHSFG.

Having achieved the academic success at GCSE and 
suitably high predictions for A level, students then 
complete an entrance exam as well as their UCAS 
references and personal statements. Cambridge 
take the best students so showing your passion and  
interest in the subject beyond school is essential. Suc-
cess at this point, means nervous anticipation for the 
interview process.

 
For Computer Science there are two. The first with 
discussion and practical tasks which are Computer 
Science based; the second is of Maths tasks. For some 
colleges’ students will then do another formal exam.

The overriding point was that Cambridge want to 
dispel the elitist name they have and want highly ac-
ademic students from state schools to apply. Moreo-
ver, girls have an equal opportunity to achieve a place 
though proportionally, very few apply.

At CHSFG we have two students this year going 
through the entrance process, one for Oxford and 
one for Cambridge. I am looking forward to shar-
ing my experience to allow more of our More Able  
students to strive to be the best students at the best 
universities and therefore secure an outstanding  
career.

Ms H Robinson

Head of Computer Science & STEM

COMPUTER SCIENCE AT 
CAMBRIDGE

The Music Department took 30 very excited  
students to see The Lion King at the end of Septem-
ber. We had tickets in the stalls, which meant we 
saw all the action, with the 
animals entering from all 
sides during Circle of Life, 
which everyone loved. 
It was a really spectacular 
evening, and a great way to 
start another very musical 
year!



AN INSPECTOR CALLS - THEATRE TRIP
The award winning National Theatre production of ‘An Inspec-
tor Calls’ has been inspiring audiences in London and around the 
country for almost thirty years. In September, the production came 
to Bromley’s Churchill Theatre and twenty five Year 11 students  
attended a matinee performance.

The play tells the story of the privileged Birling family, whose com-
placency is challenged when Inspector Goole arrives to investigate 
the suicide of a young woman, Eva Smith. Our students study the 
play as part of the GCSE English Literature course and the experi-
ence of a live production was engaging and invaluable. 

The students described the play as ‘amazing’, ‘brilliant’ and ‘an  
unforgettable experience’.

READATHON
Last year’s KS3 Readathon, organised by the  
English Faculty in conjunction with the charity ‘Read 
for Good’, was a great success and raised £1083. 

The money is used to support resident storytell-
ers and mobile bookcases in major UK children’s  
hospitals.

This month, we were delighted to receive a certifi-
cate and a letter from the charity, praising our suc-
cess and pointing out that we are one of the charity’s 
‘Outstanding Readathon Schools’, an honour given 
to ‘only a handful in the country’.

We look forward to launching a new KS3 Readathon 
in the new year, to continue our partnership with 
this inspiring charity.

POETRY WRITING
In October, Year 9 students displayed their creative 
ability in poetry writing.
Thirteen of our students entered the ‘Through Their 
Eyes’ Poetry Competition run by Young Writers. 
Their poems dazzled the judges and all thirteen 
students were rewarded by having their poems  
published.  Well done!

On the 26th September the Social Commu-
nications Faculty had its annual International 
Day for the first Enhancement Day of the Year. 

Students in Year 7 took part in a range of  
activities that included learning Cantonese 
and Italian, making Native American quilts as 
well as learning about henna design. 

Many students took the opportunity to come 
dressed in a traditional outfit and it was a bril-
liant opportunity to see the different cultures 
that make up the student body at CHSFG.

INTERNATIONAL DAY



END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTSEND OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS
Tuesday 17th December - Christmas Concert
Parents and students are invited to our annual Christmas Concert 

Thursday 19th December – Staff and Sixth Form Panto
This is optional for students in Years 9-13, entrance ticket is priced at 50p and this will be during
lunchtime at 1:15 p.m. Students in Years 9-13 who do not wish to stay for the Panto, can depart at 
1:45 pm. Students watching the Panto at lunchtime will depart at the end.

All students in Years 7 & 8 attend lessons periods 1-4, have lunch and then return to their form 
rooms at 1:40 p.m. Students will be brought down to the Main Hall to see the pantomime at 1:45 
p.m. Students in Years 7 & 8 will be dismissed from the Hall at 2:15 p.m.

There are a host of Christmas fundraising activities for the charities that our school supports, In the 
Bag, Mind, Sepsis UK and Demelza. Please encourage your daughter/son to come along and take 
part in the different fundraising events taking place during break and lunchtime.

Friday 20th December - Last Day of Term
YEAR 12 & 13
Students & tutors will be in the Sixth Form centre from break time onwards.
YEAR 11
Students will have period 1 and 2 and then will go straight to the Sixth Form Centre. Year 11 stu-
dents will be dismissed from the Sixth Form centre following Christmas celebrations.
YEAR 7, 8, 9 & 10
Students will have lessons period 1 and 2 and break as normal. After break, students return to their 
form rooms with tutors before going to assembly.

Year 7 & 10 Assembly 1
All tutor groups in Years 7 & 10 will have assembly at 11:20 a.m. and will be dismissed from their 
tutor rooms at 11:45 a.m.
Year 8 & 9 Assembly 2
All tutor groups in Years 8 & 9 will have assembly at 11:45 a.m. and will be dismissed from their 
tutor rooms at 12:15 p.m.

School will close at 1:00 p.m. for all students. There will be no school buses at this time; therefore, 
alternative transport arrangements will need to be made.

STUDENTS BACK TO SCHOOL ON: TUESDAY 7TH JANUARY 2020 AT 08:30 - NORMAL LESSONS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM ALL OF US AT CHSFG



CHSFG promotes leadership opportunities across 
the key stages.  Year 11 prefects met with Mrs Raven 
for a Christmas Lunch on 17th December.  The Team 
will be involved in planning social events, supporting  
faculties and younger students and preparing for 
school parent’s evenings.  They will also be working 
closely with the KS5 Head Student Team on school 
innovation projects to be developed during their 
A-level studies next year.

PREFECTS CHRISTMAS LUNCHPREFECTS CHRISTMAS LUNCH



Follow our school 
on these channels

Let’s get
connected!

Lots of good things are happening in our 
school and it’s never been easier to find all 

the news you want to know.

Follow Chislehurst School on 
Twi�er: @chislehurstSCH for 
quick updates and news 
stories and alerts.

Regularly check the 
schools’ website for latest 
news, policies, 
announcements and lots of 
other school informa�on.

Use the Parent Portal App 
regularly to see live 
informa�on about your 
daughter and book Parents’ 
Evening appointments.

Sign up to ParentMail app 
to receive electronic le�ers 
and no�fica�ons on 
important school events.

www.chislehurstschoolforgirls.co.uk
Beaverwood Rd, Chislehurst BR7 6HE - 0208 300 3156

text service


