
 

 

 

  



 

 
Introduction  
 

Welcome to our Grammar Stream Programme for 2021/22. 
 
Chislehurst School for Girls have put together a whole school Grammar Stream 
programme to ensure that our students may flourish and reach their high potential. 
Parents play an important role in this programme and we hope that this booklet helps you 
to understand the opportunities on offer.  
 
This programme is academic, cultural and social. It is set out with the intention that 
students will have a clear programme of activities and expectations that will fully 
challenge them. They will progress through the school, from their grammar stream in year 
7, through to opting for a suite of E.Baccalaureate  GCSE subjects in year 9.  
 
Students will then be challenged to reach the highest grades of 9-7 in their GCSEs, as their 
futures begin to take shape, by following our Exceptional Scholars Programme, leading 
them into success at A Levels and potentially being guided to apply for Russell Group 
Universities, including the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. We are passionate 
about raising achievement and drawing on our legacy of 125 years of excellence in 
educating girls. We will also draw on the many fair access and widening participation 
schemes that are on offer: for example, UNIQ, the Sutton Trust and the Brilliant Club 
Scholars’ Programme. We will also draw on the wealth of resources through our 
membership of the National Association for Able Children in Education (NACE), the 
Association of State Girls’ Schools (ASGS)  and the International US based coalition of 
Girls’ Schools.  
 
It is our expectation that not only do all grammar stream students participate, but that they 
contribute towards the overall success of the school. We will help them do this by offering 
leadership opportunities, public speaking events, a wealth of extra-curricular 
opportunities and academic mentoring. These students will become ambassadors for the 
school and help nurture the younger students into the future leaders of tomorrow. 
 

 

 

“We had two daughters go through Sixth Form all 
the way to A Levels.  One had additional needs 
where the partnership between home and school was 
exemplary. Both received excellent teaching, first 
class pastoral care, appropriate challenge to achieve 
their potential, and a set of A Level results to be 
proud of.”  - Parent 



 

 

 
Our Vision  
 

Our vision is to develop the leaders of tomorrow. Our Grammar Stream 
students will be encouraged and challenged to become Independent, 
Compassionate, Articulate and Nurtured. 
 
The aim of our Grammar Streams is to provide our students with an outstanding 
‘Grammar-style’ education within Chislehurst School for Girls. We believe in high 

expectations, challenge, students’ independence and resilience as the pillars of 
outstanding learning.  
 
Students will opt for their GCSEs at the end of Year 9 and will be guided to follow a very 
academic pathway, while preserving the breadth of their studies.  Students will be able to 
combine a challenging curriculum, including Triple Science while continuing, if they so 
wish, to develop their creativity through the Arts, Graphics, Drama or develop new spheres 
of learning such as Sociology and Business.   

Chislehurst Grammar Stream ethos 

While we believe that socially, all students should develop together in mixed ability tutor 
groups to prepare them for a diverse society, we also believe that students of the same 
ability working together in lessons enables them to reach the very best of which they are 
capable.  
 
Our aim is to develop excellence in all students at the right level for their academic 
ability and we work together to help students explore their strengths and their areas for 
development. 
 
We offer increased pace, depth of knowledge and challenge in our Grammar Stream 
lessons to ensure that the students develop the resilience that they will need to adapt in an 
ever-changing world. 

 

 

 

"There are so many things that you can get involved 
with in the Sixth Form, from leadership 
opportunities, to mentoring the younger students.”  
 

- Alumni student 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in the Grammar Stream will be given leadership opportunities and will follow a 

separate programme of events linked to developing the skills that they will need to access 

top Universities in the country. These events have in the past included: learning Mandarin, 

taking part in The Brilliant Club, while working with top university students and summer 

schools from the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 

 

Why choose Chislehurst School for Girls for its Grammar Stream? 

The programme is offered to the highest scorers in both SATS and our own CAT tests. 

 

Our aim is to ensure that the Grammar Stream students are not isolated from the rest of the 

school, hence the importance of the mixed ability tutor groups.  

 

The Grammar Stream classes will be taught in all their lessons as the highest ability group. 

The students will also follow what is called “Super Curricula”; Super-Curricula activities 

are those that take the subjects that students study beyond classroom learning. This will 

include students being guided towards specific reading materials, journals and websites. 

These activities will extend the lesson content while deepening the students’ understanding 

and interest for each subject. This will be a constant feature from Year 7 to 13. 

 

We provide a wide range of extra-curricular activities to all students and all Grammar 

Stream students will have to take part in one activity at least.  

 

Our enhancement days will enable the Grammar Stream students to work on further 

challenges and motivation with students of similar ability from different year groups. 

 

Our vision for these students is that many will be supported to consider their further 

education in a Russell Group University including the Universities of Oxford and 

Cambridge. In Year 10, students may indicate their interest for these universities and we 

will support them through their post 16 education to apply, rehearse and take the entrance 

exams. This preparation will include the skills, stretch and challenge required for the 

aptitude tests at Post 16. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Sixth Form. Had I 
not been provided with the ability to study the subjects 
I love, I would not have had the foundations to have 
flourished at university and subsequently develop into 
my successful career.” - Alumni Student 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we determine who gets into the Grammar Stream? 

1) A student who sits and passes the 11+ will be offered an automatic place in the 

Grammar Stream; we will ask for evidence. 

2) Top scores in the SATS and our own CAT tests 

3) We acknowledge that all students do not develop at the same rate: should we see that 

students suddenly perform significantly higher than what was indicated by the tests, 

we would review their teaching group to enable them access to the Grammar Stream.  

You will find out if your daughter is in the teaching Grammar Stream in July via letter.  

The ICAN KS3 Diploma (Years 7-9) 

 
Chislehurst School for Girls has put together a KS3 Grammar Stream programme to ensure 
that our students may flourish and reach their high potential.  We call this our ‘I CAN 
Diploma.’ It is based on the school’s core values of a student being Independent, 

Compassionate, Articulate and Nurtured. 
 
This programme is academic, cultural and social. It is set out with the intention of fully 
stretching and challenging our younger, most able students to their potential, preparing 
them well for top grades in GCSEs, A Levels and beyond. 
 
The Diploma is made up of a number of components that must be completed to 

pass. The diploma takes 3 years to obtain. Each aspect will be graded Pass, Merit or 

Distinction in order to give an overall Pass, Merit or Distinction for the Diploma. 

Students will receive overall ‘interim’ grades at the end of years 7 & 8. They are 

drawn from three areas: Pastoral, Leadership and Academic.  

 

The ‘Pastoral’ components are all minimum expectations of students at the school, 

or activities that will help students settle in and develop a sense of belonging. 

These include commitment to extra-curricular activities, wellbeing activities, 

attitude to learning in lessons, punctuality & attendance and achievement points. 

 

The ‘Leadership’ section will encourage pupils to get involved in a range of 

activities and reflect on their experiences.   

“Support is amazing both academically and 
pastorally.  I really enjoyed all of my subjects and 
remember so much of what I learned today.” 
- Sixth Form Student 



 

 

 

The ‘Academic’ tasks are all related to curriculum content and are not expected to 

cause excessive extra work beyond normal levels of homework, assuming the 

student manages their time effectively. Students will also become more familiar 

with the concept of ‘flipped’ learning in their lessons. This is where they will be set 

homework regularly (normally research/reading-based), the results and 

understanding of which will be the starting point of the following lesson. This 

allows for much greater pace of learning and develops students’ independence, 

curiosity and breadth of knowledge. 

 

 

The Brilliant Club (Year 10)  

This is a programme run by the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge with the 

aim to make entry to these universities much more inclusive. As such, 

priority for entry on this programme is given to High Ability Disadvantaged 

students. 

 

In 2020/21, twelve year 10 students followed this programme which was led by a fellow 

from Kings College London on the topic of human rights. Students were taught how to learn 

as a university student and ‘virtually’ visited two Russell Group Universities. They enjoyed 

a full graduation ceremony with students from other schools, which this year, were run 

virtually. The teaching involves these students being taught at a level, two academic levels 

above their normal year group (so year 10 students were engaging in first year 

undergraduate work). The essays they completed were marked and graded using 

University criteria (1st class, etc). 

 

In 2021/22, this programme will be extended to run for both years 10 and 12. 

 
Exceptional Scholars’ Programme (Begins in year 10, with a focus at Post 16) 
 
For all post 16 students who have achieved grade 7-9s in most GCSEs. It is delivered 
within the school’s PSD programme and current activities include: 
 

• Webinars from leading Russell group Universities (we are directly linked with 
Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge). These are led by experienced college 
lecturers/staff. 

• Inspirational Speakers (both live and on Teams). These tend to be on topics which 

will inspire students at university, widening experience of courses not taught at 

GCSE/A Level, such as Law, Classics and Medicine. 



 

• As part of the Super-curricular, students are sent links to TED Talks. These are short 

Technology, Education and Design talks to inspire for enquiring minds.  

• Gresham College Lectures.  

• Guidance with UNIQ application. These are residential/virtual courses for 

approximately 7 months in Year 12. This gives students experience of life at Oxford 

University & enhances their super-curricular subject knowledge, giving essential 

guidance on how to learn at degree level. 

• Directing students to university summer schools. 

• Rehearsing speeches and oracy practice to develop interview techniques. 

• Super-curricular reading lists for specific subjects. Eton X – Online tutorials to 

develop study skills in preparation for universities such as critical thinking, creative 

thinking and problem solving, resilience and interview techniques. 

• Visits to top universities (virtual or live). 

• Dedicated taught sessions and advice for applying to Russell Group universities. 

• Guidance on extended reading and access to subject journals. 

• Supported preparation for the aptitude tests for the most competitive courses and 

the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. e.g. BMAT and LNAT. 

 

Fair Access Protocol 
 

Pupil Premium Students 
In line with many grammar schools, some preference for selection to the Grammar Stream 
will be given to a proportion of students, where the school is in receipt of pupil premium 
benefit. This is where a child has been in receipt of free school meals at some point within 
the previous six years. The number of places each year will be determined by the ability 
profile of each cohort. 

EAL Students 
As mentioned above, for students to gain successful entry to the Grammar Stream, they will 
need top scores in their SATS and our own CAT tests. We do currently have EAL students 
in our Grammar Streams. In the case of EAL students whose English may not yet have 
reached the required level, the school is able to offer support to some of these students 
through the ‘Lexia’ Literacy Improvement Programme. 
 
Students not in the Grammar Stream 
As we are a successful Girls Comprehensive School, we acknowledge that the Grammar 
Stream is not the best fit for the majority of our students to thrive. We remain committed as 
a school to ensure students of all abilities are stretched and challenged at every stage in their 
academic journey through school. Many then progress to A Levels in the Sixth Form, 
receiving personal and expert guidance from trained staff, as they gain places, either in 
employment, or at a wide range of Universities across the U.K. 



 

Classroom-Based Expectations:  All years 
 

 Activity Timing Personnel 

All Year 
Groups 

Termly Assessments in lessons (all 
subjects). 
Students to be given success criteria to 
access the highest levels of work.  
 
Yr 7-9 : Aim for ‘Exceeding’ 
(minimum expectation = ‘Secure’) 
 
GCSE : Grade 7-9 
 
A Level  : Grade A*-B 

Half-termly Individual teachers 

 Following Subject Curriculum Maps 
(in subject area of website and in 
every student’s book/folder) 
 
Accessing the ‘Be a CHSFG Super 
Scholar’ sections. These ‘super 
curriculum’ resources prepare 
students for the most competitive 
courses and Universities post 16. 
 

  

 Sharepoint  ‘Grammar Stream ‘ subject 
areas for top grade resources and 
reading around the topic materials. 
 

On-going 
(reviewed 
annually) 

G. Rutter 

 Curriculum Planning, to enable ‘Blue 
Pathway’ access, using Russell group 
University expectations. 

 D. Forder/        
 C. Tipping 

 
 
 
In addition to the above, all Grammar Stream students should look at the whole-school 
extra-curricular programme. These are offered to the whole school and ALL students are 
encouraged to participate in these activities, as well as the bespoke programme above 
and below. 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Section 1:  All Years Offer 

Enrichment Activities  
 

 Activity Timing Personnel 

All year 
groups 

Extended reading list 
(accelerated reading), whereby 
each student reads at least one 
book per month (at the right level 
for them). (Reading list published 
on English subject pages) 
 
Vertical Book Review Team meet 
to discuss & publish reviews. 

Monthly + 
Half-termly meetings 

A.Singer 
(liaise with LD 
& JW/HW) 

 Variety of school trips/visits to 
Cultural Places of interest (e.g. 
galleries, concerts, museums, 
productions, places of historical 
interest, etc). Follow-up 
presentations in 
assemblies/newsletters. 

On-going Individual trip 
leaders. 
(overseen by G. 
Rutter) 

 Compulsory participation in at 
least one extra-curricular activity 
per week (lunchtime/after 
school). If in an examination year, 
this can be a subject clinic. 

On-going L. Burke & E. 
Mensah 

 Learning a Musical Instrument in 
1:1 lessons*. (termly charges 
involved) 

On-going Contact L. 
Lowing for 
details. 

 
*Benefits of Learning a Musical Instrument 
Many studies show a correlation between musical training and academic success, in both 
children and adults. Learning to play an instrument stimulates the brain, improving 
functions like memory and abstract reasoning skills, which are essential for Maths and 
Science. Researchers have found that learning an instrument enhances verbal memory, 
spatial reasoning and literacy skills. This is because both sides of the brain are stimulated, 
thereby increasing memory potential. 
 
Playing music also relieves stress. It has a unique effect on our emotions and has been 
proven to lower the heart rate and blood pressure. 
 
Dedicating time to practise also develops patience, concentration, builds confidence and 
leads to a sense of achievement. The self-discipline required to engage in regular practise 
and a determination to improve, leads to developing resilience and managing time 
independently. All of the above are transferable skills when it comes to successful 
academic study. 



 

 
Section 2: Year Group specific activity 

 
 Activity Timing Personnel 

Year 7 STEM Activity Term 1 N. Searle 

 Junior Maths Challenge Term ? D. Philpott 

 Coding Club Term? B. Turan/ C. Viljeon ? 

 Public Speaking Competition  Term ? K. Frost 

 Chess Club Term ? C. Nicholson/G.Edrupt 

Year 8 Dragons’ Den  Term ? L. Pascoe 

 Junior Maths Challenge Term ? D. Philpott 

 STEM Activity Term 2 N. Searle 

 Debate Club Term ? Staff tbc? 

 Chess Club Term ? C. Nicholson/G.Edrupt 

 Junior Extended Project 
(& Presentation Evening) 

Term 3 New EP co-ord. 

Year 9 School Magazine – Chislehurst 
Express (Shine Project) 

Termly V. Kehinde?? 
(+ Yr 12 leaders) 

 Novel Writing Club Term 3 S. Taylor 

 GCSE Evening Information – Blue 
Pathway & Russell group 
Expectations. 

Term 2 D. Forder 

 Magistrates’ Court Mock Trial 
Competition  

Term ? V. Kehinde? 

 Grammar Stream Presentation Term 1 (Nov.) H. Robinson/M. Davis 

Year 10 Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out’ Competition Term 3 L. Davies/D. Dunkley 

 GCSE Grade 7-9 Resources on Website Ongoing All staff 

 Intermediate Maths Challenge  Term ? D. Philpott 

 Peer Mentor Reading Clinic 
(with year 7 students) 

Termly G. Rutter 

 Student Leadership Conferences 
(external trips) 

?? M. French/G. Rutter 

Year 11 GCSE Grade 7-9 Subject Clinics  Terms 2/3 G. Rutter 

 GCSE Grade 7-9 Resources on Website Ongoing All staff 

 Student Leadership Conferences 
(external trips) 

?? M. French/G. Rutter 

Years 10-13 Leadership roles for each Grammar 
Stream Student for one term. 

Termly A.Singer 
M. Davis 
S. Baker 

 Bar Mock Trial  Term 1-3 V. Kehinde? 

 Mentoring for students intent on 
applying to Oxbridge 

On-going M. French + ?? 

 Aptitude tests for students intent on 
progressing to Russell Group 
Universities 

 H. Robinson 

Year 12/13 Exceptional Scholars Programme* On-going H. Robinson 

 Extended Project Qualification On-going New EP co-ord 

 Student Leadership Conferences 
(external trips) 

?? M. French/G. Rutter 

 Senior Maths Challenge Term ? D. Philpott 

 Subject-specific support & leadership 
-Year 12> Years 7 & 8 
-Year 13>Year 9 & 10 

On-going M. Davis, S. Baker, H. 
Robinson 

 


