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Aim 

 
Chislehurst School for Girls has put together a KS3 Grammar Stream programme to ensure that 
our students may flourish and reach their full potential.  We call this our ‘I CAN Diploma.’ It is 
based on the school’s aims – Developing the Leaders of Tomorrow to become Independent, 

Compassionate, Articulate and Nurtured. 
 
This programme is academic, cultural and social. It is set out with the intention of fully stretching 
and challenging our younger, most able students to reach their potential, preparing them for top 
grades in GCSEs, A Levels and beyond. 
    
 

Overview of the KS3 ICAN Diploma 
 

The ICAN Diploma will be launched in September 2021 to Year 8 and is made up of a 

number of components that must be completed to pass. The diploma takes 2 years to 

obtain. Each aspect will be graded Pass, Merit or Distinction in order to give an overall 

Pass, Merit or Distinction for the Diploma. Students will receive an overall ‘interim’ grades 

at the end of year 8. They are drawn from two areas: Pastoral and Academic. The 

‘Pastoral’ components are all minimum expectations of Grammar Stream students at the 

school, or activities that will help students to settle and develop a sense of belonging.  The 

‘Academic’ tasks are all related to curriculum content and are not expected to cause 

excessive extra work beyond normal levels of homework, assuming the student manages 

their time effectively. It is expected that all of our Grammar Stream students will pass their 

Diploma.  KS3 Guidance Leaders, Senior Staff and teaching staff will monitor pupil 

progress carefully throughout KS3, providing support and guidance where needed. 

 

1: Pastoral 
This component covers general attitude to learning and involvement in school activities and is 

made up of 6 components. 

 

● House activities 

● Extra-Curricular Clubs 

● Achievement Points 
● Punctuality 

● Engagement with learning 

● Student Wellbeing 
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Pastoral Assessment & Marking Criteria 

 
The pastoral component of the Diploma aims to encourage students in their approach to 

school and involvement in the many wider opportunities available at Chislehurst School 

for Girls. It has six components which are listed below along with their assessment criteria. 

As with the academic assignments, each area will be graded Pass, Merit or Distinction, 

however in this case all six are put towards their overall Diploma grade. For students to pass 

their diploma, full commitment is required throughout years 8 and 9. The descriptors below 

relate to each year as a separate year. 

 

1. House 

● Satisfactory participation in house activities   Pass 

● Good participation in house activities   Merit 

● Outstanding participation in house activities   Distinction 
 

2. Extra-curricular 
● Regular attendance to extra-curricular clubs    Pass 

● Good attendance and commitment to extra-curricular clubs  Merit 

● Outstanding commitment and dedication to the extra-curricular  

                          life of the school   Distinction 

 

3. Achievement Points 

● 25-49 achievement points      Pass 

● 50-99 achievement points      Merit 

● 100+ achievement points      Distinction 
 

4. Punctuality 

● 5-8 lates to school   Pass 

● 2-4 lates to school   Merit 

● 0-1 lates to school   Distinction 

 

5. Engagement with Learning 

● An average of “Grade 3”   Pass 

● An average of “Grade 2”   Merit 

● An average of “Grade 1”   Distinction 
 

6. Student Wellbeing 

●  Regular commitment to creative and/or physical activities  Pass 

●  Regular & sustained commitment to these activities   Merit 

●  Exceptional dedication to a variety of these activities  Distinction 
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Examples of Student Wellbeing Activities 
 

• Regular attendance at a P.E/Dance club (2 difference clubs counts as 2 components). 

• Representing CHSFG in a school sports team 

• Representing your house at Sports Day 

• Taking part in a sponsored walk/fun run 

• Cycling 

• Walking/Jogging 

• Visits to galleries, theatres, concerts, exhibitions, museums, etc. 

• Learning a musical instrument (for at least one year) 

• Passing a graded, Music exam (singing/instrumental) 

• Performing/Dancing at a school concert/school production 

• Performing in a Drama production 

• Composing a piece of music to at least ‘Secure’ level in Music lessons. 

• Producing a piece of Art work to at least ‘Secure’ level in Art lessons. 

• Producing a piece of Dance choreography to at least ‘Secure’ level in P.E/Dance 
lessons. 

• Producing a piece of Artwork displayed at a school exhibition. 

• Producing a piece of written work published in the school newsletter/magazine. 

• Being graded ‘Exceeding’ for a piece of extended creative writing in an English lesson. 

• Showing outstanding problem-solving qualities in Computing, Maths or Science 
lessons. 

• Regular reading for pleasure (evidence from Accelerated Reader). 
 

 
 
 

2: Academic 

These cover specific subject activities with an emphasis on meeting  deadlines and make 

up ten components of the Diploma. 

 

Students will complete at least one extended task per subject during the two years the Diploma is 
running. They will submit their best 10 pieces of work, including English and Mathematics, from 
the range of subjects they do. There must  be  work representat ive  of  both years 8  & 
9 .  Students will receive a grade for each piece of work. It is expected to be graded either 
‘Secure’ or ‘Exceeding’ (in some individual cases, ‘Developing’ may be accepted in more practical 
subjects). This will be for attainment, meeting the deadline and the effort that they put into the 
work.  There is an emphasis on meeting deadlines and this is an important part of success in the 
Diploma.  The tasks start in the January of Year 8 and will continue to the end of Year 9. To keep 
the workload manageable there will be no more than two subject tasks in any one half-term. The 
schedule of Diploma tasks can be found below: 
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Academic Task Schedule 

 

Year 8  Spring 1 Science, Music 

Year 8  Spring 2 English, Maths 

Year 8 Summer 1 Computing, Religious Studies 

Year 8 Summer 2 P.E,  Geography 

 Year 9 Autumn 1 Religious Studies, DT 

Year 9 Autumn 2 History, Science 

Year 9 Spring 1 MFL, Art 

Year 9 Spring 2 Maths, Music 

Year 9 Summer 1 English, Geography 

Year 9 Summer 2 P.E, Computing 
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Departmental Assignments 

(more details will be given in lessons) 
 

Half Term Subjects 

Year 8   

Spring 1 

Science 
Make a leaflet about drugs and or alcohol. This should include information 
about short and long term effects, legal status, health problems, help and 
advice. Depending on how this is approached it could encompass many 
drugs or look just at one. Higher level projects may look at the multifactorial 
reasons people take drugs and alcohol. 
 
Music 
Students must listen to a full Baroque concerto, orchestral suite, and selection 
of movements from an oratorio, to be provided as web links. Students must 
then write a comparison of the three works they have listened to. They should 
present this as a table or in an essay format. To reach ‘exceeding’, students 
should include a simple score analysis on one of the provided scores. 
 

Year 8   

Spring 2 

English 
Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing - Students will write their own 
creative piece of writing and present it in book format. Students will be 
encouraged to create a gender-neutral book cover based on research related to 
gender specific novel covers. Students will then pitch their piece of creative 
writing to the class in the style of Dragon's Den. 
 
Maths 
Year 8: Statistics: Weather Observer 
 
You will be given a Functional Maths Problem based on the above topic. 
Students will be given the Success Criteria and the Skills being used to 
complete the set tasks. These Maths problems will increase in difficulty as 
progression is made. You will be graded on your mathematical accuracy as 
well as their quality of written communication. 
 

Year 8  

Summer 1 

Computing 
1. Students will continue to research a wide range of cyber threats and 
produce a fact file for each, which will include real world examples of each 
and possible solutions to each threat. This can be as a Word document; 
infographic; podcast etc. 
2. You will then write a short formal report as if sending to Mrs French (but 
saved into your OneDrive folder) using your new knowledge to answer this 
question – What do you think is the most significant threat to the school 
network? What can be done to reduce the probability of the school being 
affected? 
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Religious Studies 
Choose a country and a religion within that country, to research the 
government policy towards poverty, e.g., looking at access to clean water, 
health care or education and write a letter to a government minister, charity, 
united nations, or humans rights organization suggesting ways to improve 
based on what they have learnt.  
 

Year 8  

Summer 2 

P.E OR Dance 
 
PE 
RESEARCH-What are the components of fitness and the training methods 
used to improve them? 
TASK- Create a training programme to improve your fitness for one of the 
activities that you have taken part in this year 
 
DANCE 
RESEARCH-What are the 4 movement components of Dance- create a list of 
each 
TASK-Using one of the 4 stimuli (prop/picture/weather/topic in the news) 
create a 1 min piece using the 4 movement components 
 
Geography 
Students will complete their research for this half term on the continents of 
the Americas by investigating the international conflict between Argentina 
and the UK over the Falkland Islands. Students will examine the reasons for 
the conflict, what has happened in the past, and what is happening 
now. Students will complete a variety of activities in their resource pack. 
 

 Year 9  

Autumn 1 

Religious Studies 
Research different religious miracles that have happened and create a Kahoot 
to use for students in your year. Some examples of religious miracles could 
be, Saint Bernadette, St Paul's conversion or any of Jesus' miracles that he 
performed. 
 
DT 
Students are to research design contexts from three different, contrasting 
cultures/locations such as Aboriginal, Balinese and Inuit housing designs and 
construction techniques; Native American, Indian and Scandinavian clothing 
styles and production processes etc. This fits into the SOW for Year 9 looking 
at different cultures’ traditions surrounding body art/jewellery and 
producing a design of a tattoo relevant to their chosen culture.  

Year 9  

Autumn 2 

History 
Choose one of the following aspects (language, art, music, dance, literature, 
architecture) and research the influence of the Spanish and Portuguese 
empires in Central and South America (e.g. Brazil, Argentina, Chile, 
Uruguay, Peru, Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala). Create a one 



9 
 

slide PowerPoint presentation which you will present in class, giving specific 
examples to explain the influence and impact of the Spanish and Portuguese 
culture in Latin America. (Consider whether your research findings had a big 
impact, was widespread, shocking, remarkable, revolutionary or had a long-
term impact) 
 
Science 
Using an A3 sheet of paper of card, place the periodic table in the middle. 
Choose 10 Elements and research them. On the rest of the sheet display your 
information about your chosen elements. Information might include details 
about the element eg atomic number, mass number, electron arrangement etc. 
Pictures could be included, information about who discovered them, when 
they were discovered, uses, how they are extracted etc. Higher level projects 
will be indicated by the level of research shown. 
 

Year 9  

Spring 1 

MFL 
French : Students will be creating a presentation (in a format of their choice – 
video, audio, PowerPoint or a poster/infographic) to promote e-safety. They 
can use the Internet to look at e-safety materials in English (or French) to give 
themselves ideas of what to include, as well as refer to any content covered in 
lessons. They should also think about finding creative ways to include detail 
across the past, present and future time frames, as well as develop arguments 
through discussing pros and cons of technology and social media.   
 
Spanish : As students will be covering the topic of local area, their task will 
be to create a brochure of a Spanish speaking country. They will be required 
to investigate key aspects of the country. They should include in their 
brochure geographical, historical and cultural feature of the country they 
have chosen.   
 
Art 
Students will explore the role of a ‘still life bowl of fruit’ in art, and research 
how artist depictions have changed over time, from early Vanitas paintings to 
the digital moving image work by Sam Taylor-Wood. They will then develop 
their own piece of artwork taking inspiration from a bowl of fruit as a starting 
point, considering its role and significance in society and life today; deciding 
whether to change it entirely or focus on its traditional symbolism. 
 

Year 9  

Spring 2 

Maths 
Year 9: Fractions and Percentages - Mortgages 
 
You will be given a Functional Maths Problem based on the above topic. 
Students will be given the Success Criteria and the Skills being used to 
complete the set tasks. These Maths problems will increase in difficulty as 
progression is made. You will be graded on your mathematical accuracy as 
well as their quality of written communication. 
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Music 
Students should choose two popular songwriters (not necessarily performers) 
from different modern genres e.g. pop, RnB, grime, Afrobeats, K-pop etc. 
Students should research these songwriters, and produce a fact file 
explaining: 
 
- The songwriters’ backgrounds 
- Where they get their inspiration 
- Their creative process in writing songs 
 
They should also analyse one of each songwriters’ most popular/famous 
songs, considering: 
 
- Why they think this song is the most popular 
- A brief analysis of the lyrics and how they fit with the song 
- Instrumentation 
- Features that are characteristic of the genre 
- Dynamics and tempo 
 
To reach ‘exceeding’, students should include a 
sung/keyboard/guitar/ukulele performance of a short section of the song as 
well. 

Year 9  

Summer 1 

English 
Novel Study - Students will read a novel from the same genre or author as the 
novel studied in class. They will then create a book review for a broadsheet 
newspaper, including author questions and answers. 
 
Geography 
Students will research how the country of Jamaica is represented outside of 
the country through a variety of media and what this means for the 
perception of the country in the global community and for the Jamaican 
people. Students have free choice on how to present this research. It could be 
a poster, leaflet, piece of art work, video, podcast etc, we would like students 
to be creative with their presentation! These projects can then be displayed as 
part of the following year's Black History Month celebrations in school. 
 

Year 9  

Summer 2 

P.E OR Dance 
 
PE 
RESEARCH-Analyse the skills that you have used in an activity this year- 
include the names of the bones and muscles that are used 
TASK-Create a skills practice to improve an area of weakness in your chosen 
sport 
 
DANCE 
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RESEARCH-Watch 'A linha Curva, and 'Infra'- write a review, what are the 
differences/similarities?  
TASK-Learn 5 key movements from the piece and create a 1 min 
performance inspired by the work 
 
Computing 
1. Students will use a BLAST online database to experiment with DNA 
sequences and discover what a sample of food is made up of. 
2. Students will then research about how data is used in the real world for a 
range of job and thus careers. 
3. Big data – What is this? Where does this fit into the workplace? Why has 
this emerged as the most important type of data this century? 
4. Students will present their findings of their research and DNA database 
findings as a Word document (infographic or report) or podcast. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessing Pupil Progress 

 
Whilst the idea is for students to take ownership of their Diploma, inevitably there 

will be support and encouragement required from school and home. To help with 

this process there is a tracking sheet on page 13 of this booklet. Regular, monthly 

checks of this page are recommended in order that you can quickly pick up any 

issues arising in your child’s progress. An Assistant Headteacher will also be 

monitoring progress throughout the year. 

 
As with any other aspect of your child’s education at Chislehurst School for Girls, 

this is a partnership between them, you and the school, Therefore if you have any 

queries, please do  not hesitate to contact your daughter’s  Year Co-ordinator for 

further information. 
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PASTORAL TRACKING SHEET 
Year 8 Year 9 Overall 

Grade 

House Activities Details and Signature (+ staff initials)    

1     

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  
Extra-Curricular Details and Signature     

1     

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  
Wellbeing Details and Signature     

1     

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  
Achievement 
Points 
(no. achieved) 
 

Year 8 Total Year 9 Total Overall Total 

Punctuality 
(no. of lates each 
year) 
 

Year 8 Total Year 9 Total Overall Total 

Attitude to 
Learning Grades 
(write average no.) 
 
 

Year 8 
Average 

Year 9 
Average 

Overall Total 
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ACADEMIC TASK TRACKING SHEET 

 

Details of the best 10 pieces of work to be submitted here.  

 Maths and English MUST form part of the 10 pieces 
 

Subject Description of Work Deadline 
Date 

Year Submitted 
(8 or 9?) 

Attainment 
Grade 

1.English 
(Compulsory) 

    

2.Mathematics 
(Compulsory) 

    

3.Art     

4.Computing     

5.Drama     

6.DT     

7.Geography     

8.History     

9.MFL     

10.Music     

11.P.E     

12.R.S     

13.Science     
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What Happens Next? 
 

There will be a graduation ceremony for all Grammar Stream students that have 
successfully passed their Diploma in July. Parents will be invited. 
 
You will be able to choose your GCSE options from the Blue or Purple Pathway and 
will begin studying for these courses in September. 
 
You will also have access to the ‘Exceptional Scholars Programme’, which will offer 
you many opportunities as you work towards top grade GCSEs, ‘A’ Levels and 
Applications to Russell Group Universities. 
 
Exceptional Scholars’ Programme (Starts in Year 10, progressing through the Sixth Form 
 
For all post 16 students who have achieved grade 7-9s in most GCSEs. It is delivered within the 
school’s PHSE programme and current activities include: 
 

• The Brilliant Club Scholars Programme 

• Webinars from leading Russell group Universities (we are directly linked with Gonville & 
Caius College, Cambridge). These are led by experienced college lecturers/staff. 

• Inspirational Speakers (both live and on Teams). These tend to be on topics which will 

inspire students at university, widening experience of courses not taught at GCSE/A Level, 

such as Law, Classics and Medicine. 

• As part of the Super-curricular, students are sent links to TED Talks. These are short 

Technology, Education and Design talks to inspire for enquiring minds.  

• Gresham College Lectures.  

• Guidance with UNIQ application. These are residential/virtual courses for approximately 7 

months in Year 12. This gives students experience of life at Oxford University & enhances 

their super-curricular subject knowledge, giving essential guidance on how to learn at 

degree level. 

• Directing students to university summer schools & essay competitions. 

• Rehearsing speeches and oracy practice to develop interview techniques. 

• Super-curricular reading lists for specific subjects. Eton X – Online tutorials to develop 

study skills in preparation for universities such as critical thinking, creative thinking and 

problem solving, resilience and interview techniques. 

• Visits to top universities (virtual or live). 

• Dedicated taught sessions and advice for applying to Russell Group universities. 

• Guidance on extended reading and access to subject journals. 

• Supported preparation for the aptitude tests for the most competitive courses and the 

Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. e.g. BMAT and LNAT. 
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Appendix 1: List of House Activities 2021 – 22 

(This list is not exhaustive and may change each year) 

 
 

    Sports Day 
    Participation in Sports Fixture 
    Participation in Concert  
    Charity Events 
    House Quiz 
     

Further activities to be confirmed : Autumn 2021 
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Appendix 2: List of Clubs, Sports Teams and Societies 2021-22 

(This list is not exhaustive and may change each year) 

   
What? When? Year 

Group? 
Where? 

KS3 Choir Mondays 12.50-1.20 Yrs 7-9 N10 

KS3 Football Mondays. 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-9 Sp. Field 

Christian Club Mondays. 12.35-1.20 All Ransley S. 

Intermediate Steel Pans Tuesdays 12.50-1.20 Yrs 8 & 9 N12 

Practice Club  Tuesdays 12.50-1.20 Yrs 7-9 N11 

Physical Computing Tuesdays 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-9 M11 

Debate Club Tuesdays 8.00-8.40 Yrs 7-8 Conf. Suite 

Drama Club Tuesdays 12.35-1.20 Yrs 8-9 Dr. Studio 

Dance Open Studio Tuesdays 12.35-1.20 All Dance. St. 

P.E Club Tuesdays 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-8 Sports Hall 

KS3 Trampolining Tuesdays 3.10-4.30 Yrs 7-9 Sports Hall 

Creative Writing & Poetry Club Tuesdays 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-9 S7 

Trash to Art Tuesdays 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-9 N14 

KS3 Band Weds. 12.50-1.20 Yrs 7-9 N11 

KS3 Computer Coding Club Weds. 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-9 M11 

STEM Club Weds. 3.10-4.15 Year 8 E7 

Dance Club Weds. 3.10-4.30 All Dance St. 

KS3 Netball Weds. 3.10-4.30 Yrs 7-9 Sports Hall 

Culture Club Weds. 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-9 E1 

Gay, Straight Alliance Club Weds. 3.10-4.30 All S6 

Junior Steel Pans Thurs. 12.50-1.20 Yrs 7-8 N12 

Computer Science Catch-up Thurs. 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-9 N20 

KS3 Chess Club Thurs. 12.35-1.20 Yrs 7-9 N20 

Drama Club Thurs. 12.35-1.20 Yr 7 Dr. Studio 

Eco Club Thurs. 12.35-1.20 All N1 

KS3 Yoga Thurs. 3.10 - 3.45 Yrs 7-9 Dance St. 

Italian Club Thurs. 12.35-1.15 Yrs 7-9 M7 

KS3 Anime/Manga Club Thurs. 12.35-1.15 Yrs 7-9 N16 

KS3 Photoshop Thurs. 12.35-1.15 Yrs 7-9 N20 

KS3 Chamber Choir (audition first) Fridays 12.50-1.20 Yrs 7-9 N10 

Dance Open Studio Fridays 12.35-1.20 All Dance. St. 

Homework Club Every Day : 3.10-4.30 All Library 

Production Rehearsals Tue & Weds : 3.10-
4.30 

All N11/Hall 
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A Chislehurst Student will become... 
Independent: 

• We value each student as an individual and want them to be equipped with the skills and academic qualifications to support 

themselves and make their own well-informed and ambitious decisions in life.   

• A Chislehurst student will learn to be resilient, true to their own personality and able to stand by their own well-

informed convictions.   

• We expect our students to work hard to achieve this and value their learning and the future that this can secure for them.   

• We celebrate individual gifts and talents and encourage every student to become involved in the extra-curricular life of the 

school and seek out their own path.   

• We will lay the foundations for every student to be their own person, to grow in confidence, self-discipline and become the 

very best version of themselves.   

• We are experts at educating girls and are proud of our history of being relentlessly aspirational for all of our students to take 

their place in the world with equality, courage and ambition.  

Compassionate: 

• We value compassion and generosity of spirit as characteristics that will support our students to care about the world that 

they live in and the people around them.   

• We promote a spirit of social justice, charity and community engagement that fosters a genuine care for others and 

the natural world that we live in.   

• We encourage our students to listen carefully to other peoples' views and seek to understand and respect different lifestyles, 

cultures, religions, and beliefs.   

• We engender a sense of community responsibility and involvement to change things for the better.    

• We teach our students to look after their mental and physical health and always be mindful to look out for others.  

Articulate: 

• We are passionate about teaching our students the art of public speaking, so that they may speak out with confidence, clarity 

and poise.   

• A Chislehurst student will be reminded to choose their words carefully, share their ideas, thoughts and beliefs with 

conviction, challenge wrong and injustice and advocate for themselves and others.  

• We are determined to shine the spotlight on equality, diversity and inclusion and will teach our students the importance of 

the spoken word to promote a better and fairer society for all.  

• We want our students to be able to cope in any situation in life with calm and self-assuredness.   

• We encourage our young people to speak out, but also to know when to listen and say nothing at all.   

• We teach our girls and young women to expect to always be listened to equally and respectfully and know and 

understand the true power of their voice.   

Nurtured: 

• Our staff go the extra mile, to ensure that we look after all of our students and encourage and challenge them according to 

their own individual development, growing confidence and needs.   

• We are approachable, so that all of our students are confident to ask for help, seek reassurance, challenge or advice.   

• We understand that all of our students can thrive, when we commit to providing a personalised and holistic educational 

experience in our care.   

• We appreciate the partnership with parents, carers and links with our community to raise our students to achieve their very 

best.   

• The ‘Chislehurst way’ is caring, aspirational, warm and relentlessly polite and respectful – built on 125 years’ experience of 

educating girls. 


