
   

We were delighted to receive a monetary 
grant from the Chislehurst Society this 
week in recognition and support of our 
Eco Club.  This industrious school club 
goes from strength to strength and has 
transformed the outdoor space in the 
Science block.   
 
We are very grateful to the Chislehurst 
Society for their welcome support and 
engagement in all of the wonderful work 
of our students to make their 
environment the best it can be, as well as 
learning how to grow all varieties of 
plants and flowers.   
 
A huge well done to the staff and 
students who were involved this week in 
making the school film and updating our 
photography for the website.   
 

It was a real joy to see live music in the 
quad, drama and dance rehearsals and  
performances, Duke of Edinburgh tents 
pitched on the field, wonderful Science 
experiments and generally students up 
and out enjoying different activities and 
special lessons.  
 
We look forward to sharing the results 
with you in due course.  The wonderful 
sunshine, and beautiful roses in bloom, 
added to the great backdrop for the day 
and a special thank you to Mr Meeks for 
overseeing this whole project.  
 
With my very best wishes to you all. 
 
Mrs French, Headteacher 
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Sailing and Scouts 
 

Congratulations to 

Imaan in Year 7 

who has had a very 

busy half-term week 

and just look what 

she has achieved! 

 

Imaan completed her Youth Sailing RYA 

Stage 1 on Friday 4th June.  Imaan 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience and is 

now aiming to complete Stage 2 by the 

end of July.  Keep going Imaan! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just two days 

later on Sunday 

6th June, Imaan 

participated in 

the Croydon District Scouts Hike at Lloyd 

Park. This entailed orienteering tasks 

along a 5km track with her fellow scouts.  

Imaan already holds the Chief Scout 

Silver Award and is on her way to 

completing the Chief Scout Gold Award.  

Students Offline 
 

Students were given the opportunity, 

during staff training days to engage at 

home with a choice of activities which 

would encourage them to spend some 

time away from their PC and mobile 

phone screens.   

 

We thought this was particularly 

important for their wellbeing, given just 

how much time has been spent using 

screens for all of the Virtual School 

learning that has had to take place this 

year. 

 

Below is just a selection from some of the 

wide variety of responses we received, 

and we are delighted to share them with 

you. 

Mr Rutter 

 

Wellbeing Activities 

 

Amy, Year 7 decided to 

go outdoors and get 

active by enjoying a 

game of mini golf.   

 

 

 

 

Vanessa, 

Year 7 

spent 

time in 

the 

garden at 

home, 

feeding 

the bunnies, cleaning the hutches and 

watering the garden. 
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Subject specific Activities 

Some students decided to do some 

reading and published their own book 

reviews. You can see what Hannah and 

Leisha thought of the books they read 

below in their fascinating reviews... 

 

Harry Potter and the 

Prisoner of Azkaban  (by 

J.K.Rowling) 

 

‘Harry Potter and the 

Prisoner of Azkaban’ is the 

third book of J.K. Rowling’s collection. She 

began planning out the ‘Harry Potter’ 

series in 1990 yet came up with the idea 

for ‘Harry Potter’ on a delayed train from 

Manchester to London’s King’s Cross 

station.  

 

From the age of six, J.K. Rowling knew she 

wanted to be a writer. She wrote many 

books outside of ‘Harry Potter’ including 

The Cuckoo’s Calling, The Casual 

Vacancy and The Silkworm. 

 

Harry Potter and his best friends Ron and 

Hermione are about to start their third 

year at Hogwarts school for Witchcraft 

and Wizardry. After being with the 

Dursleys all summer, Harry is ecstatic to 

get back to school. However, it’s not as 

good as it seems. A murderer is on the 

loose and is hunting down Harry. Will he 

live to his fourth year at Hogwarts? 

 

After a conflict between Aunt Marge and 

the Dursleys, he runs away, fearing that 

he may be expelled from school for using 

magic in the muggle world. The thirteen-

year-old is unsure what to do. He is alone, 

on the street and is being hunted by a mad 

man. Against all odds, he makes it back to 

school, unharmed. But is he still in 

danger?  

My favourite part of the novel is when 

you find out about the patronus. Lupin 

teaches Harry how to produce a patronus, 

even though the shape of it is never 

revealed. Harry is taught to perform the 

patronus charm which he uses against the 

dementors during a Quidditch match. 

However, you find out it isn’t a dementor 

but is Draco, and his friends Crabbe and 

Goyle trying to throw him off his game. 

Miraculously, he catches the golden snitch 

and wins the game for Gryffindor. 

 

I really enjoyed reading this book as it was 

super enticing, and it caught my attention 

from the first page. I would definitely 

recommend this book to others; however, 

I think they should read the books in 

order of the series. For example, ‘Harry 

Potter and the Philosophers Stone, Harry 

Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, then 

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 

Azkaban’. 

Review by Hannah, Year 8 

 

 

Girl in the Window (by 

Penny Joelson) 

 

Genre: Mystery/ Thriller 

book.  

Recommendation: for those 

children who enjoy mystery and suspense.  

Age rating: 11 and above.  

 

This book may interest those who have or 

know of others suffering from the 

condition of ME or CFS.  

What is ME? ME is Myalgic 

Encephalomyelitis or Chronic Fatigue 
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Syndrome (CFS). It’s a condition that can 

cause extreme tiredness and a wide range 

of other symptoms. It takes a lengthy 

period for it to recover.   

 

This book also creates a feeling that you 

are not the only one with this illness. 

Revealing a hidden secret, the author 

Penny Joelson has also had a personal 

experience of ME. It started in her 20s and 

affected her life seriously for 10 years. 

Overdoing some things can mean that 

symptoms can come back.  

 

CFS mostly affects children and teenagers 

more than adults. Recovering from this 

can take up to months or even years.  This 

book is very adventurous showing you 

how she had won and lost her battles. 

Fighting through ME is a huge 

achievement and may inspire others to 

fundraise to help others with this 

condition.  Start today!   

Review by Leisha,Year 7 

 

Kivanaya in Year 8 was inspired by the 

RS task and decided to design and create 

her own stained-glass window. This is so 

detailed and must have taken her ages! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Prime Ministers 
There are 

some days 

when you 

know 

exactly 

why you 

became a teacher.  Both Mrs Dunkley and 

Mrs Fenech experienced this with 9R 

students and their Speaking and Listening 

exercise.  The students had expertly 

crafted emotive and fact-filled speeches 

about some challenging issues raised from 

the poetic novel they are studying, 

Elizabeth Acevedo’s ‘Poet X’.  The topics 

included: coming into conflict with faith 

and religion, gender equality, gender 

stereotypes and ethnic diversity. 

 

The students, each and every one, gave an 

impassioned speech about these matters 

engaging their audience with their 

knowledge, their empathy, their emotions 

and their passion.   

 

Specific mention needs to go to Naomi 

and her speech focusing on mental health 

within the black community.  Her speech 

moved members of the class to tears and 

left the rest of us, stunned, awed and 

proud.  

 

Thank you 9R from both Mrs Dunkley 

and Mrs Fenech.  You worked so hard, 

showed such resilience and are so ready 

for your GCSE Speaking and Listening 

assessments.  Keep all of these incredible 

ideas, keep discovering that passion, keep 

on being you. 
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Year 9 English Reading 
 

Students in 9L have 

been reading and 

studying the novel, 

‘Run Rebel’ in their 

English lessons with 

Mr Rutter.  They have 

really enjoyed this, 

particularly the 

modern, societal themes that the book 

covers as they are woven into the plot.   

 

Unusually, the whole story is written in 

poetry form. Pictured below are some of 

9Ls interpretations of what a different 

ending would look like. 

Claire gave her views and thoughts on 

‘Run Rebel’ and all of the students would 

recommend the read! 

 

In the book Run Rebel, you learn about 

the restrictive lifestyle of the main 

protagonist “Amber Rai.”  

Suppressed by the patriarchal rules of her 

unstable father, we soon witness the harsh 

reality of women who live in Asian/

Indian households. Burdened to be 

suppressed and controlled - destined to 

have their dreams crushed by broken 

men.  

 

But that’s not the life Amber Rai would 

like to live. Amber has courage and 

resilience – she will rebel.  

Run Rebel discusses topics which are 

usually left unspoken, ranging from 

subjects including: 

Poverty, Abuse, Relationships, Injustice, 

Rebellion, Freedom, Privilege, Culture, 

Sexism and others… 

But those aren’t the only themes 

discussed.  

 

Run Rebel does an exceptional job at 

illustrating genuine issues people 

experience globally in a manner that’s 

suitable for a teenage audience. It 

empowers women and puts things into 

perspective for people in a way that isn’t 

hard to understand. It encourages people 

to be more mindful of others and teaches 

people what’s right and what’s wrong and 

to stand up for their human rights. 

 

Personally, I’ve learnt quite a lot from the 

book, mainly about the underground 

struggles of women living in unfortunate 

circumstances. Illiteracy and illegal work 

were probably the most shocking for me. 

  

A lot of us saw things in a different 

perspective and it made a lot of us think 

and feel with the characters. 

We’ve also learnt about how addiction can 

ruin a person and how it causes unhealthy 

relationships, which I found beneficial as 

people can establish what’s healthy and 

what’s unhealthy in a relationship. 

In class, we analysed the characters and 

their interactions with each other. We 

looked at their relationships and discussed 

Manjeet Mann’s possible intentions 

behind what she wrote and how she wrote 

it. We analysed language and learnt new 
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terminology, whilst also theorising about 

the ending of Run Rebel. 

Overall, we all really enjoyed the book 

and found it really interesting. It was 

very educational and refreshing to read. 

Review by Claire, Year 9 

 

 

 

The Great Reading Race 
 

Sethumli and Swati, 

Year 9, taught by Ms 

Taylor, have been 

working hard to 

complete the Marathon Reading 

Challenge.  This is a huge achievement, 

whereby both girls have read twenty-six 

different pieces of literature. A huge well 

done! 

 

If you would like to take part, there is still 

time!  Let your English teacher know, and 

they will give you the form to participate. 

 

This is what the students said about 

taking part: 

 

‘Participating in the Great Reading Race was 

a great experience which allowed me to 

explore a new variety of genres. This also 

allowed me to escape into a new world with 

fascinating characters.  My challenge kept me 

motivated to continue reading.  I hope that 

you will also participate. Good luck.’ Swati 

 

‘I found it very interesting, and it was a fun 

journey to go through. Experiencing new 

authors and reading books that I usually 

wouldn't read was exciting for me! Every 

challenge encouraged me to read new things 

and I loved going through every task. Taking 

part in this challenge was very fun for me and 

it allowed me to explore lots of genres that I 

didn't know were good!’  Sethumli 

Poetry Published 

 
This week we 

received a copy 

of Imagine!   

Thought-

Provoking 

Poetry which 

includes sixteen 

beautifully 

crafted poems 

written by our 

students.   

 

It is a fantastic achievement to have work 

published and all students involved 

should be incredibly proud of 

themselves!  I hope this will spur them on 

to continue to write creatively and enter 

competitions.  Well done!   

Mrs Walker 
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Race for Life 
 

Students will be taking part in this worthy 

cause next week during PE lessons.   

 

Every penny we raise will go towards life-

saving research in the fight for cancer. 

 

Please show your support.  If you would 

like to donate, please do so using the link 

below. 

 

Donating through this page is simple, fast 

and totally secure. Your details are safe 

with Cancer Research UK. 

 

Chislehurst school for girls | Cancer Research UK Giving 

Pages  
 

 

Book of the Week 
 

The Dog 

Runner is a 

gripping 

adventure story 

written by the 

Australian author 

Bren MacDibble.  

There is an 

important 

environmental 

theme which 

encourages the reader to think about the 

implications of what happens when 

climate change takes hold. 

 

Ella and her brother Emery are alone in a 

city that's starving to death. A terrible 

fungus has swept the world triggering a 

worldwide food shortage.  In Australia, 

Ella and her family were surviving on 

government rations, but the deliveries 

have stopped, the power has gone out, 

and her parents are missing.  Her half-

brother Emery makes a difficult decision; 

to take their dogs, pack their last 

remaining food, and trek across the barren 

outback in search of safety at his mum’s 

mushroom farm. 

 

They will need to avoid encounters with 

desperate people, and travel across a dry, 

barren landscape.  When Emery is injured, 

Ella must find a way to keep going and 

navigate through the treacherous terrain 

and keep hope alive for them both. But 

she can’t help wondering, will they ever 

see their parents again. 

 

Set in has a dystopian future in Australia, 

this book is recommended for Year 7 

and Year 8 readers who enjoy a tense 

adventure as well as having an interest 

in the environment. Copies of this book 

are available in the school library. 

 

Eco Club—Thank you! 
Our Science Team and all of the Eco Club 

Team are thrilled to be the happy 

recipients of a Chislehurst Society Grant 

of £500 in recognition of the ambitious 

plans and initiatives of our School's Eco-

Club. This is perfect timing on the back of 

the donated greenhouse and will 

enable further plans to come to fruition. 

 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/chislehurst-school-for-girls-2
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/chislehurst-school-for-girls-2
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And the Winner is... 
 

We have been so impressed with the thought, care and creativity that our students displayed 

with their competition entries.  Choosing a winner was not easy by any means.  After much 

deliberation Mrs French chose this uplifting design created by Allysia, Year 7.  Congratulations 

Allysia!  We look forward to seeing your mural on the wall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge well done also to Sethumli-Year 9, Samiya-Year 10,  Bonnie Anne-Year 12,  Anahita-

Year 7,  Moye-Year 7,  Grace-Year 10, Chloe-Year 12 and Eden-Year 8, whose designs are 

pictured below. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


