Chislehurst School for Girls
Headteacher’s weekly bulletin 29th January 2021
Miss Singer's uplifting assembly this week, to
reflect and remember Holocaust Memorial
Day has reminded us all of the need to be light in
the darkness. Students have shared some of their
lovely photographs of a sunrise or tealight in the
window. We are all challenged to reflect on how
we can brighten up each other's day and, as a
school community this bulletin- which technically
speaking should now probably be re-named a
newsletter due to the volume! captures all of that.
Bravo to Mrs Howard who pulls this whole
publication together every week to share our news
and keep us all connected.

Year 7 News…
Creative Cats!
Students are studying ‘Cats’
the Musical in Dance lessons
and were given the task to
design their own ‘Cats’ make
up or mask.
We are very impressed with Olivia and Charumi,
and could almost imagine them both on stage!
Well done girls!

We thrive off all of your good news stories and
hearing about students who are really making the
most of their remote learning opportunities. Our
drop of joy 'shout out' this week, goes to Megan
in Year 12 who decided to enter a Cambridge
essay competition on Artificial Intelligence and
Data during the pandemic, which won her a highly
coveted
scholarship to
attend the summer
school at
the University of
Cambridge- we
are all very proud
of you, Megan!

I love the work that has come from Cats the
Musical- congratulations, girls (many of us have
enjoyed Musicals week on Radio 2 this week to
raise the spirits with a good singalong) this nicely
segues into news of our Hall Project which is
moving on a pace. The first coat of paint is on, the
lights are going up and soon the new speakers and
projector will be arriving, followed by our longawaited tiered seating. Perhaps our Musical
Theatre talent will be able to get us off to a roaring
start when we are post- pandemic. We are grateful
to the work of our school governors and our
Premises Team to bring this project to fruition.
I enjoyed a lovely remote 'well done break time'
with Anne, Evie, Ewaoluwa, Mia and Tasfia in
Year 8 this morning and was able to congratulate
the girls on their outstanding work of late. Stay in
touch and, as ever, we are here for you if you need
us or if you need signposting to any sources of
support. With my very best wishes to you all.
Mrs French, Headteacher

Poster Competition.
This week Year 7 students have made some
posters about their goals and hopes for 2021. Here
is a selection from Alexis, Lexie-rose, Florence,
and Viksha. Great work Girls!

I would like to say a massive well done to every
Year 7 student who has taken part in the Art
Competition. There have been some amazing
entries so far! The winner will be announced in
our Monday briefing so make sure to tune in.

Artwork Hall of Fame 7C.
These artworks are just some of the work created
during lockdown. Students took time, effort and
patience to produce these stunning pieces. Who
knows, these students may even become famous
artists one day!

Don’t worry if you missed the first meeting, you
can still join us next week. I have emailed all
Year 7 students with details of how to join us on
Teams and access a free online copy of the book.
For further information, please email me
kpunnett@chsfg.co.uk or library@chsfg.co.uk

Mrs Mclean has
been busy making
messages from the
heart to all Year 7
students. They will
be given to you all
once we are all back
together in school!

Year 10 News…
English Shout-out!
Shout-out!
Some special shoutouts to Demi, Aya, Lilly,
Amy, Anahita, Florence, Sydney and Amy,
Summer and Imaan. I have been contacting home
of all Year 7's and these girls particularly are
showing real resilience and working hard - keep it
up! Miss Lewis

Book Club.
The virtual
lunchtime book
club is now up
and running on
Teams for Year
7 students.
A big thank you to all students
who came to the first meeting
this week. I enjoyed meeting
you all, hearing about what you
have been reading and
introducing our book club
book, The Railway Children, to
you. We will all be reading the
same book and then discuss it
at our weekly book club
meeting.
Reading for pleasure provides a very welcome
escape during these unpredictable times and is a
lovely way to keep in touch with your school
friends.

Skylene has excelled
herself with a
wonderfully detailed
'front cover' of the
Elizabeth Berridge story
'Lullaby'.
The clarity and detail
show the incredible
effort that Skylene has
put into her work. One
to look out for on the art
circuit in the future,
snap up her sketches,
they could be worth a
fortune one day! Mrs Dunkley

GCSE Art and Design Sculptures.
I would like to give a huge shout out to my Year
10 Art class who have been working on their
Nikki Farquharson inspired sculptures over
lockdown.
Every lesson I am blown away by not only their
enthusiasm for praising one another in lessons, but
also the astounding work they are producing
during such a difficult time for all of us.
They are resilient, resourceful, imaginative, and
creative in their ideas, and as their work gradually
takes shape from initial design to drawings to
construction of the different components, we are
seeing their work evolve every lesson.
This quite literally meets every aspect of their
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brief as their GCSE coursework project is entitled
‘Evolve’. Show My Homework is therefore
creating a visual record of their journey of
sculptural evolution!
Just to give a bit of context to their work, I have
included a picture of the artist Nikki Farquharson’s
work, so you can see their source of inspiration.

Year 11 News…
Sixth Form Next
Steps.
We have been thrilled
to receive so many
applications for a
place at Chislehurst
Sixth Form.
It will be our pleasure
to work with so many Year 11 students in their
next step in education towards gaining a place at a
top university or gaining a high-quality place to do
an apprenticeship.

Their aim was to produce a sculpture which
combined flat elements into a 3D construction,
combined with patterns, origami, and a central
image. Some of them have wonderful underlying
messages and meanings, whilst others express a
crazy yet wonderful collection of ideas.
They have had a good laugh trying to pronounce
the artist’s work each lesson, and with a deadline
of the end of half term holiday, they all have to
endure it for a bit longer as their sculptures finally
come to fruition!
Well done to my Year 10s…. I love teaching your
lessons, it fills me with so much pride to see your
work take shape, so thank you for your amazing
hard work. Miss Young

All Year 11 students, parents and carers have been
invited to book a short meeting to discuss Sixth
Form provision.
These will take place via Teams on Monday 1st
February and Tuesday 2nd February.

Historic-All.
History students were given
the opportunity to attend free
online lectures hosted by
Historic-All, who have
sourced university lecturers
and historians that are experts
in a variety of topics.
The History department are
proud of all students that took
part in the live lecture given by Jack Hartnell on
Medieval Medicine and so pleased to receive this
feedback from one of the students who took part…
“History is one of my favourite subjects and so
when I heard about the lecture, I was curious to
take part. I really enjoyed it, finding it to be very
interesting and informative. It was nice to listen to
someone talk about a topic I am interested in and
that I could link my own knowledge to from what I
have learned in lessons. If you enjoy history like
me, I definitely suggest taking part and it could
help support what you are learning in school”.
Historic-All are currently hosting free weekly
online lectures on a variety of topics until February
half-term, for students to attend. For more
information, please ask your history teacher, or see
the updates shared on the History twitter
feed. Miss Pryce
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Sixth Form News…
Sixth Form Challenges.
Each week the Sixth Form students, Sixth Form
team and tutors are set challenges in their live
briefing. We have a photography challenge and a
cooking challenge where students and staff are
given a sweet and savoury recipe to cook and a
theme for the photography challenge. Photos are
then submitted and shared in the briefing. The aim
is to encourage everyone to take part in the
challenges, to try something new and to support
positive mental wellbeing.
Last week the cooking challenge was to make
banana bread. Please see some of our delicious
looking entries below from Jenna, Niamh and Mrs
Davies.

of Sixth Form Life.
I have found that in lockdown I have had more
schoolwork to complete and life in general has
been different. So, I have found different ways to
cope such as: I have developed a passion for
baking, so I have taken it upon myself to try and
bake at least once every two weeks. This week I
have chosen to bake a very delicious vanilla swiss
roll. I found that a passion like baking can be a
good stress relief as you have to mix the
ingredients thoroughly and can take out your
frustration while doing so. It can also have a
calming effect and you end up with something
delicious to eat with your family.
As well as this I have found that lockdown has
forced me to be more active as I must make time
for sport. I find that I now make time for jogging
and whilst I am jogging, I also experience some
peace as I am only focusing on the music playing.
Finally, I have also spent more time with my
younger brother and for better or worse it has
brought us closer together as friends and siblings.

The photography challenge last week was on the
theme, ‘Winter in Lockdown’, please see some of
our brilliant entries below from Caitlin, Amber,
Viktoria, Thenuya, Cerys, Ms Chappells, Miss
Davis and Ms Robinson.

The school has given great support during
lockdown and has enabled me to focus on things I
enjoy as well as schoolwork including baking.
Although I cannot wait to return to normal life, I
am very grateful that I have had this time to
develop skills and spend time with my family.’
Louise, Year 13

Also, this week…
P.E. Shout-out!
Congratulations to the
following students for taking
part in the London Youth
Games challenges this week:
Mia, Grace, Hannah,
Anahita and Imaan.

From one Student to another...
Growing through Lockdown.
‘Hello everyone reading. My name is Louise and I
only joined CHSFG in Year 12. I have not spent
as much time as I would like physically in school
due to COVID-19. However, the time I have spent
has been great. I settled into the Sixth Form very
easily as everyone was very welcoming and
friendly. I managed to navigate my way around
the school, meet my teachers and adapt to the new
school environment. I have enjoyed the excitement

Also, special mentions to students in 7U, 7H, 8U,
8C and 8L for their great enthusiasm and
participation in online P.E. lessons. Well done girls
and keep it up!
Well done to the Year 10 and 11 GCSE P.E.
groups for all their hard work in their theory
lessons - keep going girls you are doing really
well.
Please remember to look out for the new
challenges each week on Show My Homeworkflexible tasks. Mrs Cornwell
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What are we reading?

The Hill we Climb.

Find out what more of our staff are reading this
week.

On Wednesday, 20th January, the world’s eyes
were on Amanda Gorman, the American Youth
Poet Laureate who recited her inspiring poem
‘The Hill we Climb’ at Joe Biden’s inauguration.
Many students have worked on this text in their
English lessons over the last week and their
responses make it clear that they have engaged
with Gorman’s message and poetic skill. One
student was impressed by the way that ‘she uses
the art form of poetry to get across political views
and the way she inspires young women, especially
young Black women to get their voices heard.’
Many students described it as ‘inspirational’ and
one commented on the impact of the line ‘we will
rise’, linking it to the well-known Maya Angelou
poem.

I am reading ‘Eat for the
Planet’ by Gene Stone and Nil
Zacharias. A passionate Year
12 Geography student
recommended this to me, and
it is an informative and
shocking read!

It is about the impact of the
industrialised food system on
our planet and how it is the key driver of climate
change. The book contains lots of info graphs to
make data more digestible and, importantly, ways
that we can make simple changes to save the
planet. Mrs Mills
The Northern Lights is a book
full of wonders! A magical tale
that will sweep you off on
adventure whilst still abiding by
COVID-19 restrictions!
The trilogy His Dark Materials
is the perfect way to find an
escape and suits readers of all
ages. If you are in search of a fantasy novel that
can whisk you away to faraway lands, look no
further! Miss Frost

Online Festival of Literature.

Here is what some of our students said…
‘I enjoyed this poem because it gives you hope.
My favourite lines are:
‘If only we are brave enough to see it,
If only we’re brave enough to be it’.
This is inspiring as if you can see it happening,
you can do it, and nothing will stop you.’ Frankie
‘Empowerment in unity is explored in depth in
Amanda Gorman’s poem. ‘A new dawn blooms as
we free it’ is my favourite line as it is a metaphor
emphasising a new beginning; light rising out of
the darkness.’ Bloom’ symbolises the growth of
the nation and its people and ‘we’ is an inclusive
pronoun, emphasising the way everyone will work
together and accept change.’ Ocean
‘This poem has given me hope for a more
inclusive future.’ Dalijah
‘It has given me a sense of possible unity.’
Raheemah
‘Even we, as normal people can all make a
change.’ Roberta

The English Faculty is pleased to announce that
next week we will be offering students of all ages
the opportunity to watch a selection of bestselling
authors talk about their work.

The Bishop’s Stortford College Festival of
Literature, brings acclaimed authors, illustrators,
and poets together to inspire both children and
adults to read for pleasure. Now entering its 12th
year, the Festival will take place online for the
first time.
Your English teachers will give you full details
next week!

‘I think it is inspiring as you know that something
good will happen in the future!’ Kruthika
'It made me feel so happy to see a fellow black
person standing up on that stage and encouraging
a whole nation, especially with what has been
happening over the last year of Black Lives
Matter and how much love and support we have
gotten from other races.
‘As a young black girl, I am going to face
opposition from someone and all the heartache
and anger my people have and all the things we
provide for people is disconcerting. However, as
we see that Biden is now President, we hope for a
better future for America and for all black people
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around the world to be recognised for how
wonderful we truly are. My favourite lines are:
‘Somehow, we do it.
Somehow, we’ve weathered and witnessed a nation
that isn’t broken,
but simply unfinished.
We, the successors of a country and a time where a
skinny Black girl descended from slaves and raised
by a single mother can dream of becoming
president, only to find herself reciting for one.’
Sinai

Extra-Curricular Dance Competition.
Calling ALL
students to take
part in the
'Lockdown' dance
competition.
Create a piece of
dance 1-3 minutes
long based on the
theme, LOCKDOWN.
What do you think are the positive/negative effects
of lockdown?
How has lockdown made you feel?
What will life after lockdown be like?
Where can you film your piece?
What music/accompaniment would you use?
Who can you involve in your final performance?
Be creative and think outside the box! Prizes for
the winners! Please submit your entry via video to
Good luck! Miss McRoberts.

Closing date: 12th February 2021

Superstar Art!
Each week the Art Team will be uploading
superstar artwork on Twitter.
Here are just a few of the very artistic and
imaginative pieces that we are pleased to share
with you.

For further details please visit @chsfg_artdesign

'Be the Light in the Darkness', Holocaust
Memorial Assembly 2021.
This year CHSFG has delivered its whole school
assembly virtually on the theme of Light and
Darkness. The assembly featured the photos of
Berfin, Year 13 who participated in a Sixth Form
trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau with the school last
academic year.
These are Berfin’s words following her visit:
‘We entered the camp underneath the infamous
words 'Arbeit Macht Frei' (work makes you
free). This of course was a lie, to reassure the
thousands of prisoners, who of course would never
leave. At first, Auschwitz I betrayed the atrocities
that had happened there. The red buildings looked
clean and modern. There were birch trees and
even birds singing. However, the imposing search
towers, barbed wire and 'halt' signs soon reminded
me where I was.
One of the things that struck me most out of all the
belongings we saw on display were the photos that
had been taken out of people's suitcases. Photos
of joy, love, and happiness. Of babies, weddings,
and parties. These were not the faces of victims,
but of real and vibrant human beings. Human
beings who had taken their precious photos with
them to start their news lives in the East. This was
what they were led to believe.
The objects that I saw were personal items stolen
from Jewish people before they were gassed and
incinerated. Little girl's shoes, spectacles, even
crutches and prosthetic limbs. I could not bear to
imagine the image of a person denied the dignity
of being allowed to walk upright to their deaths,
instead being made to limp.
Auschwitz-Birkenau was vast. I wondered through
the barracks imagining the prisoners, the 'lucky
ones' that would have been forced to share a bed
until their demise from disease or starvation. The
Nazis tried to hide the evidence and blew up many
of the remaining gas chambers. However, one
remains. I visited it. It was a place of horror and
I believe one of the lowest depths of human
history.

I saw all this with my own eyes and am sharing
this with you so that you may also bear witness to
what happened. It has made me ever more
determined to educate myself about racism and
identity-based discrimination and speak out
against it wherever I encounter it. It has made me
determined to be the Light in the Darkness.’
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Geography & Travel and Tourism.

authors, explore non-fiction topics they do not
know about and read their way towards the finish
line! Will they walk through a wardrobe and find
themselves in Narnia or journey to a school of
magic on the Hogwarts Express? Will they explore
a new country from the sofa or learn about a
fascinating part of history?
We look forward to hearing about all the exciting
new texts our students have discovered. Happy
reading!

The Geography and Tourism Team have introduced
a weekly 'Remote learner of the Week Award.'
We would like to congratulate the winners who
have already received certificates rewarding their
hard work and commitment.
Year 7: Brooke, Ellen, Hillary, Ebrar, Isabella,
Raphella.

Year 8: Olivia, Emily, Brooke, Mia, Liliana,
Kelly, Isabella, Lejane.
Year 9: Emily, Olivia, Lea Laomi, Dalia,
Sethumli, Sandra, Aasia.
Year 10: Amanah, Hannah, Kathleen, Rihanna.
Year 11: Kemi, Scarlett,
Sixth Form: Danielle, Caitlin, Bahar.
Congratulations Girls! Ms Tellick

The Great Reading Race.

Key Stage 3 students are invited to participate
in The Great Reading Race! The English Faculty
have set up Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum
challenges to encourage wider reading and students
can complete one of the four events:
BRONZE - The Triathlon (3 reading tasks)
SILVER - The Hurdles (6 reading tasks)
GOLD - The Half-Marathon (14 reading tasks)
PLATINUM - The Marathon (27 reading tasks)
Students will discover new favourite books and

Competition All Years!
CHSFG is also running a competition for all
students aged 11-18 on the theme of 'Be the Light
in the Darkness'.
Please send your photo with an accompanying
explanation to asinger@chsfg.co.uk.
Winning photos will be displayed in school and the
overall winner will receive a prize.

Exceptional
Scholars.
The benefits of
undertaking the
Extended Project.
‘In summary, the extended project (EPQ) is an
intellectually challenging qualification recognised
by some of the leading universities across the
country.
It guarantees all students creative freedom to
research anything and everything: the possibilities
are endless! As a result of this, you will enhance
your independent research capability and vocal
skills when discussing your topic with your mentor.

It is equivalent to half an a-level, consisting of the
task to write a 5,000word essay about your chosen
subject. This qualification particularly enticed me
to write about something that links to my potential
university course, and a subject that is extremely
relevant today, this being how pandemics have
impacted English Law.’ Lucy, Year 12
Essay competitions are a good way to boost your
UCAS application or CV as it demonstrates super
curricular interest along with dedication. Much like
the EPQ, they can be very interesting depending on
the topic question.
I have been fortunate enough to have been one of
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the winners of an international essay
competition. Like all competitions, the awards
can range from money that goes towards a
specific thing or places at summer schools, or
sometimes scholarships for summer schools. In
my case, I won a scholarship to a 2-week summer
school programme at Cambridge university for
Computer science.
It will be an amazing experience and I am very
glad that I entered the competition. Even if I did
not win, I still would’ve thought that it was a
worthwhile experience and has helped me to
develop certain non-taught skills such as critical
thinking.
Most competitions do a range of subjects from
more creative subjects, such as art or creative
writing, to more academic subjects, such as
computer science or biology, and so I thoroughly
encourage you to participate in essay
competitions if there is a topic question that you
are interested in.’ Megan, Year 12

Our students asked questions and responded to
activities. The work they are doing each week
will give them the skills and knowledge to take
advantage of University applications at some of
the best universities in the country.
Kings College London is ranked 4th in the U.K.
and in the top 20 in the world. What a great start
to our understanding of University possibilities.
The girls are working each week with a fellow
from Kings and are using University style
learning and will write an assessment at a key
stage above their age. An amazing opportunity to
expand their horizons.
‘I joined the launch meeting and I thought it was
very informative and gave me an insight into
what sort of opportunities there are in Kings
University. It was also helpful to see how
students balance out university work with a
social life and shifts at a job through being
flexible and committed. It was a great
opportunity.’ Grace, Year 10

Well done Grace, Halle and Adina who
responded in the meeting and the other Scholars
who joined in. The message was be “proactive”.
Ms Robinson
Many of students in Year 10, 11, 12ES have now
signed up to ETONx initiative online. Year 13
will be joining them soon. This free online
learning from Eton School seeks to give students
opportunities to learn beyond their school
subjects with important soft skills to help them on
their journey to university and employment.
Year 10 – Creative problem solving
Year 11 – Resilience
Year 12ES – Critical thinking
Year 13 – Interview skills
We are so pleased we are able to give our
students some of the best possibilities and just
maybe, some of our girls will be the leaders of
the future!

Brilliant Club.

The Scholars students today
joined a virtual meet with Kings College London
to learn about University life, speak to student
ambassadors from Medicine, Chemistry and
Politics.

For all news on Computer Science STEM and
More Able: @chsfg_computing

Book of the Week.
Chasing the Stars is an
exciting and thrilling
science fiction novel by
Malorie Blackman,
suitable for readers aged
14 and over. The
storyline is inspired by
Shakespeare’s Othello
and is told from
alternating perspectives,
rapidly going back and
forth between the characters Nathan and Olivia.
Olivia and her twin brother Aidan are heading
alone back to Earth following the incurable virus
that wiped out the rest of their crew, and their
family, in its entirety.
Nathan is part of a community heading in the
opposite direction. But on their journey, Nathan’s
ship is attacked and most of the community
killed. Only a few survive.
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Their lives unexpectedly collided, Nathan and
Olivia are instantly attracted to each other,
deeply, head-over-heels – like nothing they
have ever experienced. But not everyone is
pleased.
Surrounded by rumours, deception, even
murder, is it possible to live out a happy ever
after …?
Malorie Blackman is an award-winning British
author and was the Waterstones Children’s
Laureate from 2013 to 2015. In 2008, she was
honoured with an OBE for her services to
children’s literature. She
has written over seventy
books and is best known
for her bestselling Noughts
and Crosses series. To
listen to Malorie talking
about Chasing the Stars go
to https://
youtu.be/8uEPSvK6qqw

Library News.
The free eBook being
offered by the virtual
school library this week is
The Girl who Stole an
Elephant by Nizrana
Farook. This adventure
story, set in Sri Lanka,
explores the themes of
morality and friendship
and is suitable for Y7 and
Y8.
Go to https://library.thenational.academy/ to
read or listen to the story and watch a video of
the author discussing her book.

Attendance.
Our attendance and remote school monitoring
team continue to make regular calls home to
help ensure students are fully engaging with
their online learning. This week, they had the
pleasure of making 333 positive phone calls
home to parents of students who had been
commended by their teachers for an
outstanding attitude to learning in individual
subjects. We are so proud of these students!
Mr Rutter

Live Lessons.
Our dedicated teaching staff continue to work
hard to provide a balance of engaging 'live'
lessons on Teams and carefully chosen
materials on Satchel One (SMHW). A reminder
that parents and students can find full details of
our Remote School Expectations on the front
page of our website. Mr Rutter

Bromley COVID-19 Winter Fund.
A gentle reminder for families who have not
yet redeemed their Edenred e-codes into
supermarket vouchers. Please follow the
instructions previously emailed to you to
convert these as soon as possible. Mrs Day

National Free School Meal Voucher
Scheme.
E-codes are now being received by eligible
parents from the National Free School Meal
Voucher Scheme. Please ensure these are
converted promptly into supermarket vouchers
as the e-codes will expire one month from
delivery. Mrs Day

Your Feedback.
We have been delighted to receive your
feedback following another week of Remote
School. This uplifting email from one parent
has given great encouragement to all staff:
‘We recognise that these are particularly
challenging times, with advice on how Schools
should operate changing with frustrating
regularity.
Despite this, My Wife and I would like to thank
you and your team for providing what we
consider to be a very engaging teaching and
learning experience for our daughter in Year
10.
It has also been helpful to have regular contact
with the School via telephone calls as well as
the regular email updates.
Our daughter has embraced and is enjoying
this ‘new’ experience and notably, looks
forward to her lessons.
Once again thank you all for your efforts, this
is very much appreciated.’
Co-ordinated by Mrs Howard, Office Manager
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