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MESSAGE FROM MRS RAVEN
As I sit to write, what is my final Newsletter, I am, as you may imagine, experiencing a vast
range of emotions. I am also reflecting upon how I did not, in my wildest dreams, expect it
to be “like this”!
I, like many, have been fortunate enough not to have had Covid-19 myself, but I have
experienced it at close quarters, especially as my daughter, a nurse, was severely, if briefly,
affected back in March. It has been a truly world changing experience for us all.
I must take this opportunity to thank everyone for their fortitude, comradery and tenacity, in
supporting Senior Team and I, as we have sailed together intrepidly, in unchartered waters and
choppy seas, steering the good ship Chislehurst, towards the distant shores of the end of this
academic year. My last few months have been literally epic, in a most unexpected way.
Twenty nine years of Headship, in one school, is also epic. Although it really doesn’t feel that
long.
The changes that I have witnessed have been legion and mostly related to the political
agenda of the day.
Given how challenging September will be for all schools, governors have had the foresight
to ask me to take on an Executive Leadership role in order to continue to support the school,
as well as leading the Bromley Schools’ Collegiate and our National Support School
activities.
As always, we sadly say goodbye to several staff. May I take this opportunity to thank them
all and wish them well for the future.
Miss Atkins, our Sixth Form Study Support Officer is relocating; Mrs Kay, our Primary/
Secondary Transition Manager and Science Teacher is retiring after a long and successful
career; Miss King, our Food and Art Technician is relocating; Ms Pilkington, our Head of
Year 9 and Art Teacher is relocating; Miss Stewart, in English, is relocating and Miss Watts
in Photography is moving to another school; Mrs Clerck, Administrator/Receptionist is
embarking on a change of career.
New staff joining us in September are:
Mr Copper in Science; Mrs Zoccola in the Office; Mrs Whiteley in Art; Mrs Brazier in English;
Miss Taylor in English; Miss Frost in English; Mr Brearley in Art and Miss Harris in
Humanities.
I wish you all a long, safe and peaceful summer break.

I have written this poem especially for my girls , as a celebration of our lives at Chislehurst School for Girls
My Chislehurst Gals ( with apologies to Wordsworth )
I dashed briskly as a Headmistress
Who strides on heels thro’ corridor and classroom,
When all at once I saw a gaggle,
A giggle of black watch C’hurst gals;
Beside the piazza,beneath the lime tree,
Twisting and twirling, like leaves , in the Quad.
Continuous as the achievement points that glitter
And sparkle on the House point shield,
They gathered in the lunch queue,
Along the path, beside East :
1061 saw I at a glance,
Shaking their heads in hot denial.
Other schools beside them danced; but they
Out-did the competition in Glee:
A headmistress could not help but be proud,
In such a feisty company :
I gazed and gazed , but little thought
What joy the show to me had brought:
For oft, when on my sun lounger I shall lie
In trauma or in mindfulness ,
They shall flash upon my inward eye
Which is the bliss of phased retirement ;
And then my heart with pleasure surely fills,
And dances again, with my C’hurst gals.

Virtual Globe Players Performance
We have arranged for students in Years 7-9 to have access to a performance of ‘The Play’s the Thing’,
a medley of scenes from Shakespeare, performed by the Globe Players on Wednesday 15th July at
11:00 a.m.
The performance will last for about an hour and will be live streamed on YouTube. Your daughter will
need access to the internet in order to watch the performance. The link will be sent to your daughter
via Show my Homework, by Ms Wallace before the performance.
This is an exciting opportunity which will enrich students’ experience of learning Shakespeare and is
being fully funded by the school. The Globe Players are frequent and popular visitors to CHSFG, and
we hope that your daughter will be able to join us for what promises to be an enjoyable performance.

Cooking Challenge for Year 7
Year 7 students were recently set a savoury cooking challenge; they had to research and find a
savoury recipe that they could cook at home.
It could have been as part of the family meal or just as a snack. Matilda in 7U really stepped up to
the plate and cooked a Mozzarella & Tomato Pasta Bake & Garlic Bread for her family.

“Matilda cooked us dinner last night. She chose the recipe, purchased the ingredients and created
the meal independently”. - Mum
Well done Matilda - you are becomng quite the chef. Miss Hosken

CHSFG HISTORICAL FICTION COMPETITION
The History Department would like to congratulate all our year 8 & 9 historians for the fabulous
pieces of historical fiction which they wrote and entered into our CHSFG Historical Fiction competition this term. There were a huge range of fantastic entries, and we were really impressed by
the amazing effort, research and imaginative writing that went into them all. Congratulations to
the overall winners of the CHSFG Historical Fiction competition who are:
• Dolly Beresford-Webb (for her riveting story about Mary Seacole’s contributions to 19th
century nursing).
• Sethumli Liyanage (for her brilliantly researched story about Rosemary Carpenter and the
Rightful Votes for Women campaign).
• Shanoi Stanford-Edwards (for her captivating story about Louis Pasteur, the discoverer of
germs).
• Evangeline Iley (for her gripping story about William Harvey and his pioneering ideas about
anatomy).
All four of our overall winners have been entered into the National Historical Fiction Competition
run by the Historical Association. Best of luck to all four of our finalists and a huge well done again
to everyone who entered the competition for all your brilliant historical stories! - Mrs Burbeck

STUDENT ARTICLE - THE ONE WITH THE GOODBYE
Class of 2020. The one that’ll go down in history whether it’s year 6, year 11 or year 13. We all
imagine our last day of school to be a day spent
with friends and joking around. Instead, it turned
out to be a day with missing friends and an eerie atmosphere. But it’s one that is extremely unlikely to
be repeated.

Making the best of a bad situation was something always taught in my house, and on Friday
20th March, I really understood what that meant.
You were saying goodbye to people simply
knowing that you wouldn’t see them again, and saying thank you to teachers who were never going to
teach you again.

On Wednesday 18th March the Prime Minister,
Boris Johnson, announced that all schools across
the country would be closing to slow the rate of
covid-19. He also announced that all exams were
also going to be cancelled. This brought a cocktail of
emotions for teenagers across the country. I know I
went from elation to shock to anger to sadness and
that was all in the first 2 minutes!

Yet, it felt so forced, so unnatural due to the insane
turn of events. In 48 hours, we’d gone from normality to an almost war-torn place, people signing shirts
desperately trying to grasp the situation. Then, at
11am, the class of 2020 left CHSFG and that was it.

Everyone was left with so many questions that
wouldn’t be answered until Friday and from that
moment on, people tried to make the most of the
last 2 days of school.

A door shut on a chapter whilst we were still in
the middle of it all. At 5pm, all schools nationwide
shut their doors for the foreseeable future, leaving
thousands of 4 to 18-year olds at home and learning
remotely.

STUDENT ARTICLE - THE ONE WITH THE GOODBYE
But enough of the sad and dull stuff, from the
title you’ve probably guessed I’m a ‘Friends’ fan, and
you’d be very right! The last episode of ‘Friends’ is a
choker every time you watch, except there is a
photo of the cast that resonates with me. They’re
stood on-set laughing and smiling, almost like all of
us. But when I get to the end of friends I simply go
back to the beginning, so that’s what I’ll do in this
situation as well!
Going all the way back to 2015 and the first day of
year 7 and it’s a blur, but that day everyone made
friends with someone who will be with them forever. At first the corridors seemed to stretch on for
miles and the year 11s towered over us, but now on
the final walk down the corridor I wished it went on
for longer, trying to take in every footstep.
Disneyland Paris in 2016 was something that will
stay with me forever. On our first day in the park we
had managed to lose someone already, much to our
amusement. However, I don’t think it was shared
with the staff on the trip. That night there was a huge
electrical storm and yet no one else can remember
it. Now the more I think, was it a dream? Next, we
had a tour of Paris that was awesome, except our
coach driver decided to give us a much longer tour
than the other coaches. So, we ended up being the
last coach back at 10pm. I don’t think the teachers
were impressed…
Before we knew it and its Year 8 Camp in July 2017.
Four of my friends and I opted to sleep in a tent,
worst decision of the trip! Everyone else slept on
bunkbeds in sturdier tents so when the rain started,
my friends and I were all regretting it. That night
the rain turned into a huge storm and at one point it
was tempting to run to the toilet block just for some
shelter! But at 5am the next morning, the sunrise
was amazing. On our last night we had a massive
campfire and the leaders had everyone singing the
most ridiculous songs ever! I’m not sure about anyone else, but OMG that’s an embarrassing memory
to look back on…!
And that was it, its year 9 and we’re starting GCSEs.
Suddenly we went from childish year 7s to mature
year 9s overnight. That year we had ‘Beast from The
East’. It’s 27th February and it starts snowing during
wet break; well that just led to an ambush to get outside and play in the snow like a 5-year-old! There
were some very soggy students and extremely angry
teachers that day, but we had the rest of the week
off, result!

Year 10 and the pressure was ramping up now,
with one year until GCSE’s it all began to feel very
real. In April 2019 some of us went to Iceland, one
thing that’ll stay with me from that trip was having
our entire room awake (around 15 of us…) at 2am
and just talking about anything and everything! But
year 10 was the first time we had sat in the hall under exam conditions and that was the final nail in
the coffin to understanding the pressure of GCSEs.
In July we had our Oscars, where some came in limos and others by bus but we were all dressed for
the occasion. The teachers did a rendition of The
Greatest Showman that had us all in fits of laughter!
But Angelia’s performance of Beneath Your Beautiful had the whole year cheering and truly in the
moment. The next day was the end of year 10 and
the final year was finally in sight.
September and we’re putting our uniform on
for the last time for the first day back. Up until
February we had had two sets of mocks and
everything was running as smooth as it can in year
11! 20th March and that’s it, no more lessons, no
more exams, but more than all of that, no more of
our year. Yes, we had all been pretty fed up with them

at some point, whether it was being kept behind
after briefing or being told off by the heads of year,
but our year made school what it was. A school is
simply a building, it’s the people there that make it,
and our year have truly made it the best. Always remember to make the most of every joke, every lunch,
every funny moment with your friends, because you
never know if it’ll be your last.

MFL NEWS:
A few shout outs to students who have been regularly working on learning or revising vocabulary on Memrise,
Quizlet or via SMHW. A very well done on your efforts with home learning!
There are plenty of websites available to help
you with learning vocabulary such as:
· Memrise: https://www.memrise.com/home/
(Ask your teacher if don’t have an account and
they will help out)
· Duolingo: https://www.duolingo.com/
· Quizlet: Miss Hau has been busy making up flashcard sets which can be found at:
https://quizlet.com/misshau1
· Kerboodle: https://www.kerboodle.com/ –
for Year 9 onwards, contact Miss Hau if you
don’t have your login details.
Try them out and see which one you prefer!

Quizlet live
Miss Hau has been running weekly Quizlet Live competitions with her Y9 and 10 French classes. A huge well
done to the following students who have given this a go:
Tola Adebanjo 10E
Jennifer Mensah 10U
Abigail Narh 10E
Hawa Sillah 10E
Rebecca Merepeza 9E
Jasmine Williams 9E

Language Immersion Challenge
A reminder that all students studying French or Spanish in Y7-10 have been set an optional task by Miss
Hau. The aim is to complete as many challenges in the booklet which relates to French or Spanish (whichever
language you study). The challenges include:
•
•
•
•
•

Listening to French/Spanish radio
Researching slogans in French/Spanish
Write an email to your MFL teacher in French/Spanish
Watching a film in French/Spanish
Setting your phone to French/Spanish

Entries should be emailed to Miss Hau by Monday 7th September 2020. You’ll receive a Gold, Silver or Bronze
certificate depending on how many tasks you complete. All details are available in the task set by Miss Hau on
SMHW. Any questions – get in touch through SMHW or email!

A MESSAGE FROM MRS KAY
After 40 years of teaching I am retiring at the end of the academic year, 31/8/20.
It seems strange even typing that sentence - where has the time gone?!! As my students will know, I often
mention how precious time is because we cannot get it back. I started at CHSFG in January, 2004, the third
school I have worked in. To students I have met as they started at CHSFG and to all students that I have
taught over the years, I would like to thank you for making my work so rewarding and worthwhile. It has
been a pleasure to see your progress and understanding quickly develop. In addition, most of you now
understand my sense of humour and even laugh at my jokes! You should be proud of your successes.
I would also like to thank parents/carers for the help and support received over the years. Without it, my
job would have been much harder and I have enjoyed meeting many of you.
As for my colleagues, both teaching and non teaching, they are a most caring, dedicated and professional
group of people and I have been fortunate to work with them at CHSFG. Thank you for the kindness shown
to me, professionalism and willingness to ‘go the extra mile’, on so many occasions.
With very best wishes to you all for a happy and successful future.
Mrs Kay

SUMMER POEM
Summer comes to plant our seeds.
Yummy sprouts and lots of peas,
Time to grow our summer seeds
Summer has come.
Grow at home and help the world
Build a bed sow the earth
Grow your seeds
To help the Earth
Summer is here
Do your bit to help our world
Grow some seeds and help the Earth.

By Millie Scarbrow 7U

CULTURE CLUB HOME LANGUAGE ASSEMBLY
Unfortunately due to the Corona outbreak, we have not been able to participate in face to face meetings
however, before Culture Club was intending to take over the School stage with pizzazz and host a Home
Language Assembly to celebrate the 53 different languages which are spoken at our school. However, due to
aforementioned unforeseen circumstances, we had to cancel. Nevertheless, we would like to share some of our
thoughts and feelings about our experience and hard work of our Culture Club in 2019/20.
Firstly, Mrs Beevers, with the help of Ms
Herschell and Ms Kacie-Malone, set up
Culture Club at the beginning of this year with
a Cupcake Lunch. The aim was to plan and execute an assembly for the whole school to celebrate Home Language Day in February. We
were very excited, and a committee was formed
to plan the activities. The theme of a chat show
was chosen, and we decided to pair up a Year
11 student with a Year 7 student. This worked
well and by Christmas we had eight different
pairings and were running out of space on the
stage. Afterwards, we choose the questions to
be asked with the help of Mr Molyneux from
the Drama Department, we decided on cultural
questions relating to the different countries i.e.
food, costumes and festivals with the idea that
the home language was spoken by one student
and then translated by the other. The rehearsals were a feast for the senses from the sounds of all the different
languages to the taste and smell of the foods being described. Every week we were learning more and more
about the differences but also highlighting the similarities between the different countries. The next piece of
the jigsaw puzzle was the making of a short video which required the technical expertise of all members from
photography to video editing. Finally, we asked Ms Lowing from the Music Department to provide us with a
rousing rendition of an African song sung brilliantly by a choir of Year 7 students.
Students from the Culture Club shared their thoughts on their membership within Culture Club as well as their
hard work in the formation of the Home Language assembly. Their thoughts encompass solidarity, creativity
and insight, all of which were gained with the target of one communal goal:
‘The Wednesday lunch-time cultural club is a warm home for me to share my experiences of starting new
life in the UK. It is also a fun place to hear from others sharing their exciting stories and memories in their
hometowns. Since we came up with an idea to present our various cultures in an assembly, we gathered every
Wednesday. The club provides me with a stage where I can exhibit to people my proud Chinese cultures.
It tells me about the fascinating norms and culture around the world; it also teaches me the responsibility of
a member of the Culture Club.’
Annie Song

‘We were put in groups with people who speak the same languages as us and we had to say a certain thing
in our language and then translate it into English. I really enjoyed this as I met more people who speak the
same language as me and I also found out more about different cultures!’ Viktoria Milevo

‘In this assembly I realised how important it is to celebrate our mother language and origin. I think this
assembly is a day for all of us to go together and learn new things about people’s language, religion and
beliefs’. - Piranavi Chandrasegaran
‘From this assembly I realised how many people can speak different languages. The aim of this assembly was
to show the diversity of language. In order to show this, year 11s would be asked a question by a year 7 and
year 11s would answer the question in their language. From this the whole school could celebrate and realise
the importance of Home Language Day.’ - Thenuya Chandrasegaran

Due to the success of the Culture Club with students from all years, we will continue next year, and are hopeful that we will be able to come together to celebrate Home Language Day 2021.

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER

FROM ALL OF US AT CHSFG

Welcome our new Headteacher
Mrs M. French
It is my great privilege and honour to serve as your
Headteacher from September. I am really looking
forward to getting to know you, and to eventually meeting you all face to face. Whilst school may
seem very different at first, we will soon get into a
new routine together. I am keen to understand your
experiences and I know that, whilst some of you will
have enjoyed the space and the time at home over
recent months, others will have had worries and real
challenges to face. It will be good to talk, when we
are able to.

tations. I think it is so important that students listen
to their own inner drive. All things are possible and
I know that determination and hard work can open
doors for everyone, allowing all of our students to
take control of their futures. When we reflect on
the nation and indeed the world’s recent challenges,
perhaps we should all be reminded to ‘aim higher’.

I was due to speak at the International Girls’ Schools
conference in Philadelphia, USA last week, where
advocates of girls’ schools from all over the world
meet to discuss and present research on key agenFor now, I wanted to share briefly with you about da items. This year’s theme was ‘Stand Up, Speak
why I am excited to be joining Chislehurst School Up: Raising Girls’ Voices.’ Even though events made
for Girls. I am really passionate about girls’ schools this trip impossible, there is always an opportunity
and their transformative powers. So much research for reflection when our plans have to change; persupports the notion that girls take centre-stage in a haps we don’t need to fly all the way to the States to
school such as this, have their voices heard, create evangelise about the power and importance of girls,
a culture of achievement and are empowered to be- and indeed all students, having a voice and teachcome courageous leaders. I have very fond memo- ing the art of public speaking, but to drive it forward
ries of my visits to Chislehurst back in February, and right here at home in our own school communities.
although this seems like a whole world away, I am
keen to re-engage with the ideas and vison for the fu- I care deeply about these things.
ture about which some students spoke. I particularly
remember hearing of the passion and determination And so, looking ahead, my drive is for academic exfrom a student involved with the eco-committee cellence, high standards and a strong pastoral system,
and her work towards achieving sustainability and built on mutual respect and placing the well-being of
climate change. I was delighted to note, in the previ- the child or young person at the heart of school life.
ous newsletter, that students have since achieved the Never before has the need to do this been so urgent.
Bronze Award. Having a real heart for social justice I know that this is a happy school, with outstanding
and equality is vital.
staff who are committed to the success and security of all students. I am looking forward to writing
Although Joe Wicks has been amazing at keeping the next chapter in the school’s history with you all,
us all on the move in the mornings, I am sure that and building on the inspirational service and
many students are very keen to get back outside to dedication of Mrs Raven. I hope that you stay safe
enjoy sport and competition and of course, the joy of and look after yourselves and each other, and I will
dance, drama and music - all of these things are such see you very soon, I am sure.
an important part of school life.
The school motto of ‘aim higher’ is a very inspiring
one to me. It was Michelle Obama who wanted to
go to Princeton University, but was advised that she 		
was setting her heights ‘too high.’ Well, we all know
that as a highly successful Princeton, and then Har- 		
Mrs M. French
vard Law School graduate, she surpassed all expec-

