
At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with 
their children, should they feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit 

www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults. 

The 'Snap Map' lets you share your EXACT location in 
real-time through a map on the app. The user's 

location updates when the app has been opened on 
the device. There is a warning on the Snapchat 

website about uploading images and videos to 'Our 
Story' stating that "snaps you submit to 'Our Story' 

can still show up on the Map, no matter which 
location setting you choose!:' When uploading to 

'Our Story: your child's image or video could appear 
in "Search results and Stories on or off Snapchat -

today or in the future:• 

'Snap Streaks' are gained when snaps have been 
sent back and forth consecutively between friends. 
The longer that snaps are sent between users, the 
longer the streak becomes. Furthermore, Snapchat 

rewards users who have achieved high Snap 
Streaks, by gifting emojis, adding incentives for 

users to keep the streaks. Children invest time into 
making their streaks as long as possible, which can 

put an incredible amount of pressure on both 
themselves and their friendships. 
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While Snapchat's gimmick is that all photos, videos 
and text disappear eventually, users still have the 
capability to screenshot or record anything which 
has been sent to them. Users may sometimes 
forget that screenshotting is possible and send a 
compromising image or message to somebody 
who they think they trust. Due to 'Snaps' 
disappearing, (users can even send a one-second 
photo or video), Snapchat has become the chosen 
platform for children and young people to send 
sexually explicit images or 'selfies: Once a 
photo/video has been screenshotted, or recorded 
using another device or software, this can lead to 
further dangers, such as blackmail and 
cyberbullying. 

It is illegal to make, possess, 
download, store and share sexual 
images, photos and videos of a 
person under the age of 18. This 
also includes any sexual images, 
photos and videos that a child 
may have taken of themselves. 
However, if a young person is 
found creating or sharing images, 
the police can choose to record 
that a crime has been committed, 
but taking formal action isn't in 
the public interest. 
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Aside from taking photos and videos, Snapchat has 
other elements to keep users coming back for more. 
'Snap Games' is a feature within the app where users 
can play minigames with others on their friends list. 
The games function is easily accessed by tapping on 

the rocket button during a conversation. Another 
feature on the app is 'Snap Originals~ which allows 

users to watch content created by Snapchat, 
celebrities and other accounts, including a mixture of 

comedy shows, drama, news and more. These 
features are designed to encourage users to stay on 

the app, which may be quite addictive. 

~ DAMAGETO ~ 
~ CONFIDENCE ~ 

Snapchat's selection of filters and lenses are seen as a 
great way to enhance your 'selfie game~ Although the 

filters are often created to promote entertainment and 
humour, using the 'beatify' filters on photos can set 

unrealistic expectations and create feelings of 
inadequacy. Children may strive for admiration and 

appreciation by sending these 'edited' photos to their 
friend list. Judging themselves against other users on 
the app might threaten their confidence or self-worth. 
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