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MISS YOUNG
Head of Expressive Arts Faculty
I have always loved Art, ever since I was very little, winning 

a Blue Peter badge aged 6 for designing a Christmas card! 

I went on to study GCSE Art and then A-Level Art at school, 

and knew I wanted to pursue my interests at University, but 

had no idea what to study! A Foundation Course in Art & 

Design made me realise that Graphic Design was my 

passion, so I went on to study my Degree in Graphic 

Design; producing wedding invitations, packaging design, logos amongst 

other things. Since then, I have spent more time exploring my love for 

painting and drawing. I am continually learning, just like you, and my style 

has changed so much over time. Teaching Art, Textiles, Photography & 

Graphic Design over my 16 years of teaching has been amazing, and has 

given me so much experience to help my students across the broadest 

range of Art disciplines. Not only do my students continually inspire me, but 

I love supporting them with new ideas and help them grow as artists and 

designers, just as I have. My commitment as your teacher is to help teach 

you the skills and knowledge you need to become independent, 

confident, resilient and motivated as an artist. So let the journey begin!



(right) Acrylic & 

charcoal, painted 

on the river bank

(right) Acrylic, 

watercolour and 

pro-markers, 

painted from a 

photo I took

(above) Acrylic, 

painting on canvas 

of my dad

(left) Tattoo design 

pencil sketch for a 

friend (wrap around 

sleeve)

(above) 

Watercolour study 

of a view in 

Whitstable from my 

own photo

(right) Hand dyed 

fabric and free 

machine embroidery 

on a birthday card

MY WORK



WHERE COULD THIS COURSE LEAD ME IN THE FUTURE?

There is a huge range of subject specialist careers in the Creative Industry which span across 

Art, Craft & Design. You can apply directly for a career in one of these fields, or develop your 

studies further at University. At University there are two options:

OPTION 1: ONE YEAR FOUNDATION COURSE (ART & DESIGN OR TEXTILE SPECIFIC)
This course is intended for those who are unsure which discipline/ field they wish to study, and 

gives you a taster of a selection of Art & Design subjects, so you are in a better position to 

choose an appropriate Degree. The course also prepares you with a portfolio of subject specific 

work, to help you apply for the course you wish to study. 

OPTION 2: DEGREE COURSE IN SPECIALIST FIELD
Some students immediately know which subject they wish to study at Degree Level, and can 

apply through UCAS directly onto the course from A-level. You will need to develop a strong 

portfolio of work whilst at school, to help you gain a place.

Here is just a small selection of the types of careers/ Degree courses which exist in the Creative Industry:

ART: Illustrator/ Teacher or Lecturer/ Freelance Artist/ Curator/ Graphic Illustrator/ Photography/ Photo Journalism/ Art Therapist/

Art Technician/ Auctioneer/ Tattoo Artist/ Courtroom Artist/ Printmaker

CRAFT: Fashion (womenswear/ menswear/ tailoring)/ Theatre Design/ Textile Design/ Jewellery Design/ Glass Maker/ Ceramicist/ 

Casting Technician/ Prop Maker/ Blacksmith/ Sculptor/ Shoe Maker/ Book Binder

DESIGN: Graphic Design/ Product Design/ Industrial Design/ Advertising/ Architecture/ Web Designer/ Interior Design/ Film & TV/ 

Animation/ Landscape Architect/ Special Effects Designer/ Video Game Designer

TEXTILES SPECIFIC: Fashion Designer (womenswear, menswear, tailoring, sports apparel)/ Millinery (hat-making)/ Accessories 

Design (bags and shoes)/ Fashion Illustration/ Fashion Photography/ Visual Merchandising (including window dressing)/ Fashion

Consultant/ Pattern Maker/ Dressmaker/ Textile Designer/ Theatrical Costume Designer/ Fashion Merchandising and Buying



HOW WILL A-LEVEL FINE ART AT CHSFG HELP ME 
WITH MY NEXT STEP?
You will receive the following help:

• Advice in choosing an appropriate course 
with help sheets to guide you

• Assistance in preparing your personal 
statement (guide sheets and checking 
from your subject teacher)

• Advice and guidance on preparing a 
portfolio of work (as a portfolio inspection is 
part of the application process). We help 

you choose which work to include, what 
else you may need to produce and how to 
present it

• Interview coaching, should you wish to 
receive help with this

Our students have gone on to study at many 
of the top Universities in their fields, with so 
many success stories! Universities include: 
Central Saint Martins, Wimbledon College of 
Art, Chelsea College of Art, Camberwell 
College of Art, Brighton University, 
Bournemouth University, Falmouth University, 
University for the Creative Arts Rochester, & 
Ravensbourne University. 

(Right) Example of 

student work who 

received help with 

portfolio 

presentation



A-LEVEL TEXTILES DESIGN Exam board: OCR
COURSE OVERVIEW: The A-Level Textiles course is split into two parts (coursework and exam units), and the 

coursework will follow a process of gathering ideas for a project theme, undertaking a series of skills 

workshops to teach a range of techniques across different Textiles media, then commencement of the 

project focusing on various artist/ designers of your choice through analysis, and a gallery visit, then 

responding to them in different media. This will lead to a development of ideas towards a final outcome of 

your choice (garment/ hanging/ soft sculpture for example). You will produce two sketchbooks of work (one 

for your coursework, and one for your exam unit). Your exam unit starts in February, and the exam is 15 hours 

(completed over three days) (details on the Year 13 slide).

FREEDOM OF CHOICE: You will have full ownership over your project choice in order to allow your work to be 

completely personal. This is to help motivate you so you are excited by your project! When you have chosen 

your project theme and gathered ideas, and completed the skills workshops, then you will have the creative 

freedom to choose your media as well as artists/ designers/ contextual references to respond to; working to 

your strengths and interests. 

WHAT IS THE ESSAY PART OF THE COURSE? Alongside the Personal Investigation, there is a ‘Related Study’ 

which is a piece of written work over 1000 words which relates to your Personal Investigation theme. We 

encourage our students to conduct a mini research project exploring a proposal for their final outcome; this 

is then written as an analytical essay.

COURSE STRUCTURE:
Personal Investigation (Coursework Unit) & Related Study (Essay): 60% of final grade

This consists of a sketchbook of preparatory work, additional separate pieces, final outcome & evaluation, as well as the 

written essay (1000 words minimum)

Externally Set Task (Exam Unit): 40% of final grade 

This includes an A4 sketchbook of preparatory work, additional separate pieces, a final outcome produced during the 15 hour 

exam, and an evaluation.



EXAMPLES OF STUDENTS’ WORK





EXAMPLES OF SCRAP BOOK WORK

The scrap book is 

for you to plan 

your ideas, make 

rough notes, 

practise different 

media experiments 

before doing them 

in your main 

sketchbook



WHAT WILL I DO IN YEAR 12?

This year is based entirely on the Personal Investigation (Unit 1), which will run into the first term of Year 13. 

You will choose your project theme in the Summer holiday before the start of the A-level course. The focus 

of the year is based on the presentation and further gathering of ideas, mini skills workshops, responding to 

artists and visits and recording from observation with experimentation. Before carrying out any practical 

work, you will complete a ‘planning page’ whereby you make notes on your ideas, collect reference 

images to work from and sketch plans for outcomes. All work will follow the four Assessment Objectives 

(Develop/ Record/ Explore/ Present). You will refine your work as it progresses, but there is emphasis on the 

investigative nature of the project; considering historical and cultural links. You will complete the following: 

• (DEVELOP) Choose your project theme and gain a full understanding of its meaning in all contexts and from all angles, 

then gather further ideas and imagery in order to develop initial ideas for the project.

• (DEVELOP, RECORD, EXPLORE, PRESENT) Undertake a series of skills workshops working from related primary and 

secondary source references which you have collected. Samples are presented in the main sketchbook and 

annotated accordingly with reference sources included.

• (DEVELOP, RECORD & EXPLORE) There will be a Gallery visit to strengthen your understanding of viewing Art & Textiles 

work in context, where you will investigate work/ artists that inspire you. They can be directly linked to your theme, or 

just a style of work you would like to explore. This will later be developed into a written account in school, from which 

you will develop outcomes.

• (DEVELOP, RECORD & EXPLORE) Following on from your gallery investigation project, you will research a linked artist/ 

contextual reference whose work follows on from your previous investigations. You will research the artist/ work, analyse 

it in-depth and develop responses to it using and combining techniques you have developed as well as additional 

processes.

• (DEVELOP, RECORD & EXPLORE) You will then find a second linked artist/ contextual reference to research, analyse 

and develop responses to, whose work develops your investigations further.

• (RELATED STUDY) You will choose an area of interest for your final piece, and form a title/ question based on this. You 

will aim to complete the introduction and first section of the essay in stages during Year 12.

• (EXPLORE) To support your main sketchbook, you will keep a scrap book of ideas and notes which will form the ‘roots’ 

of your ideas. 



WHAT WILL I DO IN YEAR 13?

In Year 13 you will be finalising your Personal Investigation (coursework unit), and developing ideas 

and planning towards a final outcome (of your choice). You will produce your final outcome, 

evaluate this, and conclude the final parts of your essay; writing the remaining sections and 

conclusion. The final two and a half terms will be focused on the Externally Set Task, where you will 

choose one starting point from the exam paper, and develop an A4 sketchbook of preparatory work 

with supporting studies. You will strengthen and apply your skills of recording, refining, experimenting 

and analysis developed throughout the course, and explore and respond to three contextual 

references. Work will be developed into ideas for a final outcome, and you will sit a 15 hour 

examination (over three days) to complete this. Details of the course content are as follows:

• (DEVELOP, RECORD & EXPLORE) You will explore one final linked artist which can be developed into planning for 

your final outcome (and reference will be made to artists researched as part of the Related Study (essay) as part 

of this planning).

• (RELATED STUDY) The remainder of the Related Study will be written, including the final sections and conclusion. 

Final ideas for presentation will be considered.

• (PRESENT) Production of a final outcome, which is your free choice in terms of media, techniques and processes. 

You may opt to produce a garment/ hanging/ sculpture/ decorative canvas/ installation or work of another 

nature in response to your planning. This is also supported by a full evaluation of the project.

• EXAM UNIT (DEVELOP) You will choose a starting point from the exam paper, and follow the initial process of 

gathering ideas and imagery relating to this theme.

• EXAM UNIT (DEVELOP, RECORD & EXPLORE) You will explore three artists/ designers/ contextual references of your 

choice, then explore ideas through recording, media experimentation, compositional ideas and meaning.

• EXAM UNIT (DEVELOP, RECORD, EXPLORE & PRESENT) You will then bring your ideas together through planning, 

introduction of another artist/ contextual reference if necessary, linked to the final outcome ideas, and final 

experimentation through media, technique and process choice. 

• EXAM UNIT (PRESENT) You will take their sketchbooks and any preparatory work into the exam to use for 

reference, and then produce a final outcome in the allocated 15 hour exam period (over three days). 



WIDER READING
There are so many wonderful Art books and websites around today to choose from, so it is 

therefore hard to choose one. You have the following options:

• Textiles: The Art of Mankind is a lovely book covering a range of Textiles work over time

• Books based on various techniques, e.g. ‘How to be creative in Textile Art’ or 

‘Experimental Textiles’ by Kim Thittichai are great to give you ideas

• ‘How to’ guides, e.g. how to draw/ how to paint/ print making techniques. These will 

help you to practise working with any media you need support with

• ‘Printed Textiles Design’ is a book which shows you how designers create repeat prints

• The ‘Phaidon’ books ‘The Photo Book’, ‘The Art Book’ and ‘The Fashion Book’ are also 

really good for giving you an overview of artists/ designers to study

WEBSITES:

Look on the main gallery websites for ideas (The V&A Museum/ Fashion & Textiles Museum/ 

The Design Museum/ Tate Galleries/ Saatchi Gallery/ Hayward Gallery/ Somerset House)

MY FAVOURITE 

WEBSITE FOR IDEAS:

www.studentartguide.com 


