
 

  



Welcome to Chislehurst School Sixth Form Centre 

 

You are reading this because you believe in the benefit of additional study. You are already 

successful at Key Stage 4 and want to continue that success.  
  
Chislehurst School’s Sixth Form is the right place for you. This is because it is a vibrant, exciting, 

and dynamic place to be. We are a popular, thriving community of experienced and enthusiastic 

teachers and students.  
  
We treat every student as an individual and expect them to conduct themselves responsibly. Time 

and care is spent preparing a schedule to suit our students’ needs. Your progress is carefully 

monitored by a tutor and teaching staff. We feel strongly that encouragement is the key for each 

student to fulfil their potential.  
  
Our standards are very high, with excellent teaching and high levels of achievement. We are 

looking for highly committed students who strive for excellence and are not only academically 

driven but also willing to contribute to the school community by taking on one of our many 

leadership opportunities in order to develop their interpersonal skills.  
We take great pride in our success in preparing our students for their futures and are delighted 

when we see them progress on to Higher Education and professional careers.  
We look forward to sharing the future with you.  
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A Level Courses 

Expressive Arts 
Art 

Photography 

Textiles 

Music 

Dance 

 

 

English 
Drama and Theatre Studies 

English Language 

English Literature 

 

Humanities 
History 

Geography 

Christianity, Philosophy & Ethics 

 

Technology 
Computer Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Maths 
Maths 

Further Maths 

 

Social Communications 
French 

Spanish 

Psychology 

Sociology  

Business  

Economics 

 

 

Science 
Biology 

Chemistry 

Physics   

 

Level 3 Courses 
Health and Social Care 

Cambridge Technical Introductory Diploma in 

IT (Level3) 

BTEC Applied Science 

Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in 

Digital Media 

Tourism Level 3 Applied Diploma 

The Extended Project  

 

Please note: 

• Course viability is dependent upon numbers. 

• Other courses may be added to the list. 

• An A Level course requires up to six lessons of study, which may be provided as a 

combination of taught lessons and private study, using school resources. 

• Applications to our Sixth Form will be accepted during the first two weeks of Autumn 

Term.  Enrolment will close at midday on the second Friday of the Autumn Term. 

• Applications received after this date will not be accepted. 

Student will receive a grade 1 – 9. 

 

For the purposes of progression at A Level courses, an A will equate to a 7 a B to a 6 and a C to a 5. 

An exceptional scholar’s programme is available for our more able students, which assists them with 

their applications to Russell Group Universities, including Oxbridge. 

 



Subject Specific Entry Criteria 

Fine Art  A grade 6 or above in 

an Art based course. 

Portfolios of work may 

be considered by the 

Head of Expressive 

Arts if a student has not 

followed the specific 

subject. 

Biology  A grade 6 or above in 

the biology exam 

component of 2 science 

courses. 

Business 

Studies  

A grade 6 or above in 

Business. Mathematics 

and English grades will 

be considered if a 

student has not studied 

business before.  

BTEC 

Applied 

Science 

A grade 5 in 

Examination paper for 

Biology Chemistry and 

Physics. Also a grade 5 

in Maths and English. 

Cambridge 

Technical IT 

A distinction or above 

in ICT. 

An assessment of ICT 

skills will be 

considered by the head 

of technology 

Chemistry  A grade 6 or above in 

the chemistry exam 

component of 2 science 

courses 

Computer 

Science 

A grade 6 or above in 

Computer Science and 

level 7 or above in 

Maths. 

Dance  A grade 6 or above in 

Dance. A performance 

may be considered by 

the Head of Dance if a 

student has not studied 

GCSE Dance. 

Drama & 

Theatre 

Studies  

A grade 6 or above in 

Drama. A monologue 

performance may be 

considered by the Head 

of Drama if a student 

has not studied GCSE 

Drama. 

Economics Students should have a 

minimum of five GCSE 

Grade 5 or above with a 

6 in Mathematics. No 

previous experience of 

Economics is needed. 

English 

Language 

A grade 6 or above in 

both English Language 

& English Literature. 

English 

Literature 

A grade 6 or above in 

both English Language 

& English Literature. 

Extended 

Project  

A grade 6 or above in 

Mathematics and 

English. 

French  A grade 7 in GCSE 

French. 

Geography  A grade 6 or above in 

Geography.   

Health & 

Social Care 

(L3) 

A grade Level 2 Merit 

or above in Health & 

Social Care (L2) and a 

5 in English Language 

History  A grade 6 or above in 

History.   

Mathematics  A grade 7 or above in 

Mathematics. 

Further 

Maths 

At least a Grade 8 in 

GCSE Mathematics 

(from the Higher Tier) 

with a 4, or above in 

English Language. 

Level 3 Digital 

Media 

A grade 5 /6 or above in 

English 

Music  A grade 6 or above in 

Music AND a Grade 5 

in an instrument (or 

equivalent standard) 



Photography  A grade 6 or above in 

an Art based course. 

Portfolios of work may 

be considered by the 

Head of Expressive 

Arts if a student has not 

studied Photography at 

GCSE. 

Physics  A grade 6 or above in 

the physics exam 

component of 2 science 

courses 

Psychology  A grade 6 or above in 

English Language, 

Mathematics & Science 

(Biology exam). 

Religious 

Studies 

 

A grade 6 or above in 

Religious Studies 

. 

 

 

 

 

Sociology  

A grade 6 or above in 

Sociology or a 

Humanities based 

subject & English 

Language if a student 

has not studied 

Sociology before 

Spanish A grade 7 at GCSE 

Spanish 

Textiles  A grade 6 or above in 

an Art based course. 

Portfolios of work may 

be considered by the 

Head of Expressive 

Arts if a student has not 

studied Textiles at 

GCSE. 



 

 

Sixth Form Studies 
 

We are very proud of our Sixth Form 

curriculum.   

 

All students participate in academic 

studies, curriculum enrichment and 

community service. Our balanced 

curriculum allows students to develop 

both academically and personally. We 

believe that this will enable them to make 

a successful transition into university, 

apprenticeship, or employment.  

 

   

The Sixth Form day starts at 8.30am, 

registration is from 8.30am until 8.50am 

and then lessons commence. All lessons 

are between 8.50am and 4.00 pm.  

 

 

The courses available are delivered using 

a variety of teaching and learning 

strategies.  There is a programmed 

delivery for each course, and we 

recommend at least five hours of 

independent study per week.  In addition, 

students are expected to use their private 

study periods to carry out coursework, 

complete assigned tasks and undertake 

related research.    

 

  

Independent study is a critical component 

of further education and, as such, will 

prepare students for university, 

apprenticeship, or employment. 

 

New UCAS Tariffs 
 

 

UCAS points Tariff: 

 

 A level  AS level 

A* 56 

A 48  20 

B 40  16 

C 32  12 

D 24  10 

E 16  6 

 

New Tariff example: 

 

 

Student Marisa’s results: 

 

A*  Business  56 

C History  32 

B Maths  40 

Total points  128 points 

 

 

  



 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS  

Art & Design:  Fine Art 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 6 or above in an Art based course. 

Portfolios of work may be considered by the 

Head of Expressive Arts if a student has not 

followed the specific subject. 
 

Summary of Subject 

 

A-Level Fine Art is an exciting course which 

combines traditional and contemporary 

approaches to drawing, painting, printing, 

photography, mixed media, sculpture, and 

digital outcomes. You are encouraged to 

experiment with both visual and conceptual 

ideas; whilst focusing on a personal 

investigation topic of your choice. You will 

choose their own contextual references 

including the work of artists, craftspeople, and 

designers to help inspire ideas, developing this 

through media experimentation into a final 

outcome. Considering current circumstances, 

virtual gallery tours will take place to help 

inspire, promote, and develop ideas. This will 

form a temporary substitute for the first-hand 

experience of visiting a museum/ gallery/ 

location. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Personal Investigation & Related Study: 60% 

of A Level mark 

 

 

You will choose a starting point/ theme from 

which you will develop a body of work as part 

of your Personal Investigation. The course will 

commence with idea development to consider 

a range of approaches to your theme. This will 

be followed by an exploration into drawing 

and sculpture, supported by artist research and 

analysis. There will be an emphasis on 

working from observation, but also combining 

your imagination with ideas through media 

experimentation. Work will be presented in a 

sketchbook with accompanying largescale/ 3D 

work, and ideas will be developed with a high 

level of skill into a final outcome. 

 

The Personal Investigation Unit will also be 

supported by a piece of written work (The 

Related Study – 1000 words minimum) which 

is linked to your main project theme and can 

be presented in a creative manner. 

 

Component 2:  

Externally Set Task: 40% of A Level mark 

 

You will respond to one starting point from the 

exam paper; gathering initial ideas and 

developing your skills and knowledge through 

observation and a wide range of experimental 

techniques and processes; whilst using 

contextual references as inspiration. A 

supervised time of fifteen hours will be given 

during the exam to produce a final outcome 

which brings together your ideas and 

developments into a conclusion to your 

sketchbook work. 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1: Coursework and written essay 

Component 2: Externally set task (15 

supervised hours)  

 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Competition opportunities shared with 

students when they arise (Current 

circumstances permitting) A gallery/ museum 

visit will form part of your studies, and you 

will use this to develop further ideas related to 

your Personal Investigation theme.  (Current 

circumstances permitting) Life drawing will 

be organised to develop skills in drawing the 

human body. Former A-level students will 

share their Degree and Foundation Studies 

work as part of a University support 

programme, which also includes portfolio 

presentation support, personal statement 

writing and mock interviews 

 

 



 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

There is a huge range of subject specialist 

careers in the Creative Industry which span 

across Art, Craft & Design. Prior to this, 

students can either opt to apply directly for a 

Degree course, or if they are unsure of the field 

in which they would like to work, the majority 

of students undertake a one-year Foundation 

Course in Art & Design. The course will give 

students the opportunity to sample a range of 

specialist subjects and will prepare them with 

a portfolio of work to use to apply for a Degree 

of their choice.  

 

Here is just a small selection of the types of 

careers/ Degree courses which exist in the 

Creative Industry: 

 

ART: Illustrator/ Teacher or Lecturer/ 

Freelance Artist/ Curator/ Graphic Illustrator/ 

Photography/ Photojournalism/ Art Therapist/ 

Art Technician/ Auctioneer/ Tattoo Artist/ 

Courtroom Artist/ Printmaker 

 

CRAFT: Fashion (womenswear/ menswear/ 

tailoring)/ Theatre Design/ Textile Design/ 

Jewellery Design/ Glass Maker/ Ceramicist/ 

Casting Technician/ Prop Maker/ Blacksmith/ 

Sculptor/ Shoemaker/ Book Binder 

 

DESIGN: Graphic Design/ Product Design/ 

Industrial Design/ Advertising/ Architecture/ 

Web Designer/ Interior Design/ Film & TV/ 

Animation/ Landscape Architect/ Special 

Effects Designer/ Video Game 
 

 

 

 

Art & Design:  Photography 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 6 or above in an Art based course. 

Portfolios of work may be considered by the 

Head of Expressive Arts if a student has not 

studied Textiles at GCSE. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Photography is a means of communicating in 

a visual way and can challenge the way we 

think about the world. Throughout the 

duration of the course you will learn the 

fundamental skills and knowledge required in 

photography, such as exposure, composition 

and lighting as well as a range of digital, hand 

rendering and darkroom processes including 

editing, using programs such as Adobe 

Photoshop. In addition to this you will develop 

your visual language and respond to a wide 

variety of photographers, artists and designers 

whilst nurturing your own independent area of 

study. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Personal Investigation & Related Study: 60% 

of A Level mark 

 

The Personal Investigation (coursework), 

which is a practical portfolio with supporting 

contextual research in response to your chosen 

theme 

 

A related study (written essay with a minimum 

of 1000 words) demonstrating the context in 

which your portfolio exists, exploring the 

relevant genre, subject matter, movement or 

historical framework of the selected theme 

 

 

Component 2:  

Externally Set Task: 40% of A Level mark 

 

Students can choose a starting point from any 

of the given themes for which they will 

generate a sketchbook of ideas, research, 

experiments and responses. 



 

 

 

Students will carry out preparatory work to 

research, plan and develop their ideas, before 

engaging in 15 hours of supervised time to 

complete their final outcome. 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1: Coursework and written essay 

Component 2: Externally set task (15 

supervised hours)  

 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

There will be opportunities to visit the local 

environment as well as trips to gather first-

hand research, and to take photographs. Extra-

curricular support clubs will also take place at 

lunch/ after school. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

A-Level Photography can lead to entry into a 

wide variety of career areas, such as graphic 

design, freelance photography, media, 

marketing, business related industries, sports 

photography, photojournalism, and medical 

photography. In addition, it can lead to 

employment in more specialised art, craft and 

design-related areas. Students often pursue a 

Degree in Photography at University, and the 

A-Level Photography course will also prepare 

students with the necessary portfolio to apply 

for this.  

 

 

 

 

Art & Design:  Textile Design 
 
Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 6 or above in an Art based course. 

Portfolios of work may be considered by the 

Head of Expressive Arts if a student has not 

studied Textiles at GCSE. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

A-Level Textile Design is an exciting and 

highly creative course that combines the 

traditional methods of drawing, printing and 

collage in Art with experimental skills of 

Textiles. The course will teach you a range of 

approaches to decorative textile techniques 

including fabric dyeing, batik, applique, hand 

and machine embroidery, surface 

manipulation and printmaking, whilst 

focusing on a personal investigation topic of 

your choice. You will examine exciting artists, 

Textile and Fashion designers, photographers 

and other contextual references in order to 

inspire ideas. You will then bring together 

your ideas and experiments; realising them as 

a final outcome/ series of outcomes, such as a 

hanging, garment, constructed piece or soft 

sculpture.  

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Personal Investigation & Related Study: 60% 

of A Level mark 

 

You will choose a starting point/ theme from 

which you will develop a body of work as part 

of your Personal Investigation. The course will 

commence with idea development to consider 

a range of approaches to your theme. This will 

be followed by a series of workshops to 

strengthen your skills across a range of 

decorative Textiles techniques. Using these 

skills, you will then develop your ideas by 

looking at various artists/ designers/ other 

contextual references within your chosen 

theme, using these as inspiration for personal 

responses. Work will be presented in a 

sketchbook with any accompanying 



 

 

largescale/ 3D work. You will then bring your 

ideas together through planning into a final 

outcome.  

 

The Personal Investigation Unit will also be 

supported by a piece of written work (The 

Related Study – 1000 words minimum) which 

is linked to your main project theme and can 

be presented in a creative manner.  

 

Component 2:  

Externally Set Task: 40% of A Level mark 

 

You will respond to one starting point from the 

exam paper; gathering initial ideas and 

developing your skills and knowledge through 

observation and a wide range of experimental 

techniques and processes; whilst using 

contextual references as inspiration. A 

supervised time of fifteen hours will be given 

during the exam to produce a final outcome 

which brings together your ideas and 

developments into a conclusion to your 

sketchbook work.  

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1: Coursework and written essay 

Component 2: Externally set task (15 

supervised hours)  

 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 
· Competition opportunities shared with students 

when they arise  

· (Current circumstances permitting) A gallery/ 

museum visit will form part of your studies, and 

you will use this to develop further ideas related 

to your Personal Investigation theme.                       

· (Current circumstances permitting) Life 

drawing will be organised to develop skills in 

drawing the human body 

· Former A-level students will share their Degree 

and Foundation Studies work as part of a 

University support programme, which also 

includes portfolio presentation support, personal 

statement writing and mock interview 

 

 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 
There is a huge range of subject specialist careers 

in the Creative Industry which span across Art, 

Craft & Design. Prior to this, students can either 

opt to apply directly for a Degree course, or if 

they are unsure of the field in which they would 

like to work, the majority of students undertake a 

one year Foundation Course in Art & Design (or 

a Textiles specific equivalent). The course will 

give students the opportunity to sample a range 

of specialist subjects and will prepare them with 

a portfolio of work to use to apply for a Degree 

of their choice.  

 

Here is just a small selection of the types Textiles 

specific careers/ Degree courses which exist in 

the Creative Industry: 

 
TEXTILES SPECIFIC: Fashion Designer 

(womenswear, menswear, tailoring, sports 

apparel)/ Millinery (hat-making)/ Accessories 

Design (bags and shoes)/ Fashion Illustration/ 

Fashion Photography/ Visual Merchandising 

(including window dressing)/ Fashion 

Consultant/ Pattern Maker/ Dressmaker/ Textile 

Designer/ Theatrical Costume Designer/ Fashion 

Merchandising and Buying 

 

A Level Graphic Communication 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

A GCSE Grade 6 or above in an Art/ Design 

based course or Distinction in Graphics We 

will consider applications from students who 

have not followed the GCSE Art course and 

have a portfolio of work which supports the 

level of skill required at A-Level standard. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

A-Level Graphic Communication is an 

exciting new course which we are starting in 

September 2021 and incorporates the 

traditional skills of drawing, printmaking, 

painting and collage with digital media 

including photography and computer editing 

using software including Adobe Photoshop 

and Illustrator. There is a key focus on 

understanding the target audience, graphic 

layout and communication of an idea through 

 



 

 

the combination of text and imagery. Students 

will strengthen their ability in working to a set 

brief and will take inspiration from graphic 

designers, typographers, illustrators, artists 

and photographers in order to develop their 

own ideas. They will experiment with a wide 

range of media, techniques and processes, 

considering the evolution of their ideas 

towards a final outcome. The course is 

underpinned through the written element, 

whereby students research, analyse and 

critically question the work of others, 

developing their visual language of the key 

components of Graphic Design work, whilst 

making comparisons with their own work. 

 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Personal Investigation & Related Study 

(coursework & written essay): 60% of total A-

Level) – 120 marks 

 

You will choose a starting point/ theme to then 

formulate your own design brief, developing 

an exploratory body of work as part of your 

Personal Investigation (coursework unit). The 

course will commence with idea development 

to consider a range of approaches to your 

theme. This will be developed through the 

production of related imagery using a range of 

media, taking this into digitally edited 

versions. You will explore related typography 

(lettering) and consider how this can be 

combined with your chosen imagery. Your 

final outcome will focus on more than one of 

the following Graphic Design outcomes: logo 

design/ poster/ book cover/ magazine layout/ 

packaging design/ banner design/ designs 

applied to a vehicle/ advertising · The Personal 

Investigation Unit will also be supported by a 

piece of written work (The Related Study – 

1000 words minimum) which is linked to your 

main project theme and can be presented in a 

creative manner. 

 

Component 2:  

Externally Set Task: 40% of total A-Level) – 

80 marks 

 

You will respond to one starting point from the 

exam paper; gathering initial ideas and 

developing your skills and knowledge through 

observation and a wide range of experimental 

techniques and processes; whilst using 

contextual references as inspiration. A 

supervised time of fifteen hours will be given 

during the exam to produce a final outcome 

which brings together your ideas and 

developments into a conclusion to your 

sketchbook work. 

  

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1 – Personal Investigation & 

Related Study (coursework & written essay) 

Component 2 – Externally Set Tas 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

Competition opportunities shared with 

students when they arise. (Current 

circumstances permitting) A gallery/ museum 

visit will form part of your studies, and you 

will use this to develop further ideas related to 

your Personal Investigation theme. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

There is a huge range of subject specialist 

careers in the Creative Industry which span 

across Art, Craft & Design. Prior to this, 

students can either opt to apply directly for a 

Degree course, or if they are unsure of the field 

in which they would like to work, the majority 

of students undertake a one-year Foundation 

Course in Art & Design. The course will give 

students the opportunity to sample a range of 

specialist subjects and will prepare them with 

a portfolio of work to use to apply for a Degree 

of their choice. Here is just a small selection of 

the types of careers/ Degree courses which 

exist in the Creative Industry: ART: 

Illustrator/ Teacher or Lecturer/ Freelance 

Artist/ Curator/ Graphic Illustrator/ 

Photography/ Photo Journalism/ Art 

Therapist/ Art Technician/ Auctioneer/ Tattoo 

Artist/ Courtroom Artist/ Printmaker CRAFT: 

Fashion (womenswear/ menswear/ tailoring)/ 

Theatre Design/ Textile Design/ Jewellery 

Design/ Glass Maker/ Ceramicist/ Casting 



 

 

Technician/ Prop Maker/ Blacksmith/ 

Sculptor/ Shoe Maker/ Book Binder DESIGN: 

Graphic Design/ Product Design/ Industrial 

Design/ Advertising/ Architecture/ Web 

Designer/ Interior Design/ Film & TV/ 

Animation/ Landscape Architect/ Special 

Effects Designer/ Video Game Designer 
 

A Level Music 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 6 or above in Music AND a Grade 5 

in an instrument (or equivalent standard) 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

An extremely rewarding course which aims to 

teach an eclectic repertoire of music and 

allows students to develop as musicians. 

Students will further enhance their 

performance, composition and analytical skills 

learnt at GCSE. We will tailor the course to 

suit the interests of the cohort and encourage 

all students to take every opportunity to 

develop as musicians. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Performance: 35% of A Level mark 

 

Perform for 10-12 minutes, in one 

performance, on any instrument/voice. This 

must be recorded in March - May of Year 13. 

To get top marks, your performance must be 

of Grade 7 standard or above. 

 

Component 2:  

Composition: 25% of A Level mark 

 

Compose TWO pieces of music, lasting at 

least 4 and a half minutes in total. One will be 

a free composition, the other will be in 

response to a set brief. This is likely to take the 

form of a Bach chorale (a Bach-style hymn 

tune for SATB choir).  For this composition, 

you will also complete a composing log. 

Component 3:  

Listening and Theory: 40% of A Level mark 

 

Section A: Listening, Section B: Analysis, 

Section C: Essay. You will study Western 

Classical Tradition 1650-1910, then a further 

two from a choice of Pop Music, Music for 

Media, Music for Theatre, Jazz, Contemporary 

Traditional Music and Art Music since 1910 

.   

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1 – Performance 

Component 2 – Composition  

Component 3 – Written and listening 

examination (2.5 hours) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

All students are expected to participate in at 

least one lunchtime extracurricular club to 

support their performance skills. Numerous 

trips are available throughout the year 

including Theatre trips and practical 

workshops.  

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

GCE Music is suitable for anyone wanting to 

pursue a career in the arts or Music in higher 

education.  It supports any course requiring 

good communication and group work skills 

and, in addition, to performing and teaching.   

 

A Level Dance 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 6 or above in Dance. A performance 

may be considered by the Head of Dance if a 

student has not studied GCSE Dance. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

This course is designed for candidates who 

wish to study dance in more depth and gain 

knowledge and understanding of the dancer in 

action and the skills involved in performance. 

Through the analysis interpretation and 

evaluation of dances, you will gain an 

appreciation and understanding of their 

historical and cultural context and develop 



 

 

your own creativity in the role of a dancer and 

choreographer. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Performance and Choreography: 50% of A 

Level mark 

 

• Practical Exam 

• Solo performance linked to a specified 

practitioner within an area of study 

• Performance in a quartet 

• Group choreography 

• Non-examination assessment (NEA) 

marked by an external assessor from 

AQA during a visit to your centre or at 

a hub centre. Visits will normally take 

place between March and May. 

Externally set tasks are distributed by 

15 September in the academic year of 

certification 

Component 2:  

Critical engagement: 50% of A Level mark 

 

• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

• Knowledge, understanding and 

critical appreciation of two set works.  

• One compulsory set work within the 

compulsory area of study  

• Section A: short answer questions (25 

marks) and one essay question (25 

marks) on the compulsory set 

work/area of study.  

• Section B: two essay questions on the 

second set work/area of study (25 

marks for each essay). 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1 – Practical exam: 

Solo/Quartet/Group choreography 

Component 2 - Written examination (2.5 

hours) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Students are encouraged to assist with 

teaching of KS3 and 4 classes and to take an 

active part in extracurricular performances and 

dance clubs. 

Trips are organised to a variety of performing 

Arts Venues and visiting workshops from 

dance companies. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

GCE Dance is suitable for anyone wanting to 

pursue a career in the arts or dance in higher 

education. It supports any course requiring 

good communication and group work skills in 

addition to performing, choreography and 

teaching. It can lead to more diverse careers 

such as Dance Therapy or Dance Journalism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENGLISH 

A Level Drama & Theatre Studies 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 6 or above in GCSE Drama. A 

monologue performance may be considered if 

a student has not studied the subject at GCSE. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Drama and Theatre Studies A-Level combines 

the practical exploration of plays and theatre-

makers, and the creation of theatre through 

performing devised work, and published 

plays.  

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Devising: 40% of A Level mark 

You will devise a piece of theatre in 

response to a key extract from a play and in 

the style of recognised theatre practitioner. 

You will record, analyse, and evaluate your 

devising rehearsal and research process 

through a 3000-word written portfolio of 

evidence. 

 

Component 2:  

Text in Performance: 20% of A Level mark 

A performance of a monologue and group 

performance of extracts from two plays 

performed live to a visiting examiner. 

 

Component 3:  

Theatre Makers in Practice: 40% of A Level 

mark 

 

A three section, 2.5 hour written exam taken in 

June exploring three different plays in which 

you demonstrate your understanding and 

interpretation of performance styles, acting, 

directing and designing and critical analysis. 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Component 1 - Performance assessed by 

teacher and moderated by Exam Board 

Component 2 - Performance assessed by 

visiting examiner 

Component 3 - Written examination 2.5 hours  

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Regular and frequent theatre trips form a vital 

part of your development as a student of A 

Level Drama. 

 

You may also take the LAMDA performance 

exams (Grade 6 and above) which carry 

UCAS points. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

You will develop a range of some of the most 

desirable skills for employers and career 

focused individuals: Communication, 

analytical thinking, conceptual understanding, 

empathy, creative thinking and personal 

expression. 

 

Top schools, colleges and universities have 

thriving Drama departments because of the 

immense value the subject has in developing 

the individual – helping to create national 

leaders in industry, science, government and 

politics.  



 

 

A Level English Language 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

Minimum Grade 6 at GCSE in English 

Language and English Literature. Students 

must be prepared to study independently, read 

a range of material, write essays, carry out and 

then write up an investigation and produce 

original writing. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

This two-year course offers the opportunity for 

students to develop their subject expertise by 

engaging creatively and critically with a wide 

range of texts and discourses. Students will 

develop their skills writing discursively about 

language issues in academic essays and 

articles. They will develop their analytical 

skills and extend their vocabulary taking on 

new linguistic terminology. Students will also 

gain confidence writing in a variety of styles 

when producing their own original writing. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Language, the Individual and Society: 40% of 

A Level mark  

 

The aim of this part of the subject content is to 

introduce students to language study, 

exploring textual variety as well as children’s 

language development. It introduces students 

to methods of language analysis to explore 

concepts of audience, purpose, genre, mode 

and representation.  

Section A: This section requires the analysis 

of two texts on a common theme, one of which 

will be an older text. Students will explore 

similarities and differences between the texts, 

their meanings and contexts. 

Section B: This section requires an essay 

(based on given data) discussing different 

ideas about children’s language development. 

 

 

 

 

 

Component 2: 

Language Diversity and Change: 40% of A 

Level mark. 

 

The aim of this area of study is to allow 

students to explore language diversity and 

change over time. Students will study 

language in its wider social, geographical and 

temporal contexts. They will explore 

processes of language change from 1600 to the 

present day. This part of the subject content 

also requires students to study social attitudes 

and why our language is so diverse. 

 

Section A: This section requires an essay 

evaluating different ideas about language 

change and diversity. 

Section B: Language discourses – involves 

two tasks: 

 

1. Analysis of two given texts on the topic 

of language diversity and change. 

2. A writing task, where students will be 

directed to write on the topic covered by 

the texts. 

 

Component 3: 

Language in Action (coursework): 20% of A 

Level mark 

 

The aim of this area of study is to allow 

students to explore and analyse language data 

independently and reflect upon their own 

writing expertise. 

 

Students will produce a language investigation 

(2,000 words) and a piece of original writing 

and commentary (750 words each). 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Components 1 - Written examination (2.5 

hours)  

Components 2 - Written examination (2.5 

hours)  

Component 3 – Language investigation   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Many students continue to study English at 

degree level as an individual subject or in 

combination with another discipline. 

Previously students have opted to study 

Language and Linguistics at university or 

Journalism. Many students study different 

subjects but value the skills and knowledge 

which this course has given them. The 

analytical skills practised and the level of 

literacy that this course promotes, are valuable 

in all courses and careers that require you to 

communicate. 

 

 

A Level English Literature 
Level English Literature 

Entry Requirements 

 

Minimum Grade 6 at GCSE in English 

Literature and English Language. Students 

must enjoy reading. Students must be prepared 

to study independently, read widely, carry out 

a range of research tasks and write essays on a 

regular basis. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Students read widely across a range of 

literature from different genres (drama, poetry 

and prose) in order for thoughtful connections 

to be made between texts. There is an 

emphasis on comparing the thoughts, feelings 

and attitudes of different writers and the 

influences of shared contexts upon their 

works, as well as analysing the use and effect 

of form, structure and language. We also offer 

visits to A Level Literature study conferences. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Love Through the Ages: Shakespeare, Poetry 

and Prose: 40% of A Level mark 

 

Study of one play, one novel and one 

collection of pre-1900 poetry 

Students will also be examined on two 

‘unseen’ poems 

Component 2:  

Texts in Shared Contexts: 40% of A Level 

mark 

 

Students explore aspects of literature that are 

connected through a clearly defined time 

period: Option A: WW1 and its Aftermath 

Study of one prose text, one collection of 

WW1 poetry and one drama text, at least one 

of which must be written post-2000. Students 

will also be examined on an ‘unseen’ extract. 

 

 

Component 3: Comparative essay on two 

texts: 20% of A Level grade 

 

Within the essay (2500 words), one of the texts 

must be pre-1900, linked by a common theme 

or an aspect of context. One text will be taught 

in class. Students are expected to choose and 

study the second text independently. 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1- Written examination (3 hours) 

‘Open book’ in Section C only (novel and 

poetry collection). 

Component 2 - Written examination (2 hours 

15 minutes) 

Component 3- Comparative essay  

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Many students continue to study English at 

degree level. The English Literature A Level 

qualification is also highly regarded by 

universities, when considering applications for 

other subjects. 

 

The analytical skills practised, and the level of 

literacy that this course promotes, are valuable 

in all courses and careers that require excellent 

communication skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUMANITIES 



 

 

A Level History 
 
Entry Requirements 

 

Grade 6 or above in GCSE History & an 

English GCSE at Grade 5 or above. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

History A Level includes the opportunity to 

study both World & British History, as well as 

the freedom & opportunity to choose the topic 

of your historical investigation (which can be 

any period of history that you are most 

passionate about). History A-level not only 

covers fascinating historical content, it also 

helps you to develop a range of historical and 

transferable skills in use of evidence, analysis 

of interpretations, debating skills & formation 

of persuasive and watertight arguments. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Tudors: 40% of A Level mark 

 

An opportunity to explore a breadth study of 

the Tudor monarchs from Henry VII the 

‘forgotten king’ overshadowed by his son with 

six wives, to Elizabeth I’s Golden Age of 

exploration, plots & discovery. 

 

Component 2:  

Germany: From Democracy to Dictatorship 

1918-45: 40% of A Level mark 

An in depth look at unlucky Germany in the 

20th century, from the abdication of the 

Kaiser (via press conference without his 

knowledge!) to an attempt at democracy in 

the Weimar Republic, to dictatorship under 

Hitler. 

 

Component 3:  

Historical Investigation (NEA): 20% of A 

Level mark 

This historical investigation is a piece of 

coursework (no exam!).  

The topic? Your passion, your choice! 

Unlike many other schools, at CHSFG we 

let you choose any historical topic you are 

passionate about & allow you to write your 

coursework on this (you are bound to do 

your best when you’re studying something 

you are passionate about). This could be 

anything from Revolutionary Russia, to 

how the USA became a superpower, 

Witchcraft in 17th Century Europe, Spanish 

Civil War, Medieval Crusades, to Civil 

Rights Movement & abolition of slavery. 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1: Written examination (2.5 

hours) 2 essays & one interpretation question 

Component 2: Written examination (2.5 

hours) 2 essays & one source question  

Component 3: Coursework. A historical 

investigation of up to 4,500 words on a 

historical topic you feel passionate about.  

 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Every two years we run a trip to Krakow 

(Poland). This is an opportunity to visit 

Schindler’s factory museum, take a guided 

tour of Auschwitz (the Holocaust is a key topic 

of investigation in the Germany unit), visiting 

the Jewish quarter (learning about Jewish 

history in Poland before Nazi occupation), a 

group meal at a Jewish restaurant whilst 

enjoying traditional Klezmer music  & a visit 

to UNESCO world heritage site salt mines in 

Poland. 

 

Trip planned to Hampton Court (to take part in 

a workshop run by Historic Palaces England). 

 

Opportunities to participate in: Black History 

& Women’s history conferences periodically 

run by Kent University; History essay writing 

competitions & the Great Debate (run by the 

Historical Association); Holocaust 

Educational Trust’s conferences run by 

Holocaust survivors, and to help to run events 

for younger students on Holocaust memorial 



 

 

day; To be involved with planning and running 

Remembrance assemblies, Black history 

month assemblies & the Black History fair. 

 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

A good A Level grade in History can enable a 

student to enter a History degree course or a 

Law degree course at most universities, both 

courses open up a wide range of career 

opportunities. History is widely regarded as a 

good qualification with many transferable 

skills leading to careers in law, journalism, 

museum curating, archaeology, teaching, 

marketing, charity work, administration, 

teaching, banking and many more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Level Geography 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

Students will be required to have obtained a 

Grade 5 or above at English GCSE, and a 

Grade 6 or above in GCSE Geography 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Geography is one of the most relevant and 

dynamic subjects being offered at A Level. It 

is constantly updating to sync with world and 

local events and the topics studied are very 

current such as coastal erosion, media 

representations, migration crises, issues over 

border and resources and disease dilemmas. 

The OCR specification presents a very 

engaging and current curriculum with a good 

balance of physical and human topics. 

Fieldwork is valued highly by the department 

and we offer a large number of opportunities 

across Y12 and 13 including a residential. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Physical Systems: 22% of A Level mark 

 

There are two topics in this unit- the first is a 

landscape system and we have chosen the 

option Coasts and the second is Earth’s Life 

Support Systems (water and carbon cycles and 

ecosystems) 

 

Component 2:  

Human Interactions: 22% of A Level mark 

 

There are three topics in this unit. The first is 

Changing Spaces, Making Places which looks 

at place perception, inequalities, media 

representation of places and rebranding. The 

second topic is Migration and the third topic is 

Power and Borders- this is a unit looking at the 

role of global organisations such as NATO and 

the UN, changing power relationships and the 

issues of sovereignty, territorial integrity. 

 

Component 3:  

Geographical Debates: 36% of A Level mark 

 

There are two options chosen here from a list 

of 5. We study Hazardous Earth (volcanoes, 

earthquakes, tsunami) and Disease Dilemmas- 

a study of transmission of infectious diseases, 

how they are dealt with by ACs and LICs, and 

a study of non-infectious diseases. 

 

Component 4:  

Investigative Geography (NEA): 20% of A 

Level mark 

 

Geographical independent investigation  

 

 



 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR  

Component 1: Written examination (1.5 

hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (1.5 

hours)  

Component 3: Written examination (2.5 

hours) 

Component 4: Coursework - Geographical 

independent investigation  

 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

We offer 9 days of fieldwork across the 2 

years. Day trips in y12 include Rottingdean for 

coasts, Margate for place, east London for 

migration, 2 days in Folkestone for the NEA. 

We also run a residential to a field studies 

centre in Yorkshire for 4 days to support the 

teaching of the units for the exams and in 

particular the physical options.  

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

A good A-Level grade in Geography can 

enable a student to enter a Geography Degree 

course at most universities. You will learn a 

range of transferable skills leading to jobs in 

teaching, charity work, environmental studies, 

journalism, administration and many other 

careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Level Religious Studies  
 
Entry Requirements 

 

Students will be required to have obtained a 

Grade 5 or above at English GCSE and a 

Grade 6 or above at Religious Studies GCSE 

or an appropriate Humanities subject.  You 

must have a love of debating ideas and 

discussing issues.  

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Our A-level AQA Religious Studies 

specification offers a range of faith-specific 

options, ensuring students have a thorough 

understanding of diverse philosophical and 

ethical viewpoints. The course features a 

variety of relevant and contemporary themes, 

to help inspire engaging classroom discussion. 

With familiar content and new and inspiring 

topics, students of all abilities will find it 

engaging. Students will consider different 

beliefs and attitudes to religious and non-

religious issues in contemporary British 

society. They will be aware that the religious 

traditions of Great Britain are, in the main, 

Christian, and that religious traditions in Great 

Britain are diverse. These will include other 

religious and non-religious beliefs such as 

atheism and humanism.  

 
What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Philosophy of Religion and Ethics: 50% of A 

Level mark 

 

Section A: Philosophy of Religion – two 

compulsory two-part questions, each worth 10 

marks and 15 marks. 

Section B: Ethics and Religion – two 

compulsory two-part questions, each worth 10 

marks and 15 marks. 

This includes units such as arguments for the 

existence of God, the problem of evil, 

miracles, ethical theories, issues of human life 

and death, conscience 

 



 

 

 

Component 2:  

The Study of Religion and Dialogues: 50% of 

A Level mark 

 

Section A: Study of Christianity  

Section B: The dialogue between Philosophy 

of Religion and Christianity.  

Section C: The dialogue between Ethics and 

Christianity.  

 

Students will be assessed on their knowledge, 

understanding and ability to analyse and 

evaluate a single religion (Section A) and 

issues related to the dialogue between 

philosophy of religion and their chosen 

religion (Section B) and issues related to the 

dialogue between ethical studies and their 

chosen religion (Section C). 

 

This includes units such as sources of wisdom 

and authority, the afterlife, key moral 

principles, religious pluralism. 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA  

Component 1: Written examination (3 hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (3 hours) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

There is an opportunity to go abroad to Poland 

(countries may vary each year) which links to 

several units we study in Philosophy and 

Ethics. You would also be attending workshop 

conferences for units studied. There are 

opportunities to be part of a live webcast for 

Holocaust survivors which leads to students 

leading and teaching a lesson to younger years 

on what they have learnt through this 

experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Religious Studies & Philosophy can enable a 

student to enter a Philosophy Degree course at 

most universities, opening up a wide range of 

career opportunities. Philosophy is highly 

regarded as a good qualification for entry into 

a number of professions, such as law, teaching, 

journalism and most other careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

A Level Computer Science  
 

Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 6 or above in Computer Science and 

level 7 or above in Maths preferably.  

 

Summary of Subject 

 

This qualification gives a general grounding in 

computer Science, including an understanding 

of computer systems, the principles of 

programming and the solving of problems. We 

cover 5 different programming paradigms, our 

main language being Python. 

 
What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Paper 1: 40% of A Level mark 

 

A computer-based exam which is a 

combination of programming and the theory 

behind it; (Python procedural and OOP; 

Haskell functional; SQL and Assembly 

language) 

 

Component 2:  

Paper 2: 40% of A Level mark 

 

Written exam covering all aspects of how data 

is represented, communicated and systems 

architecture. Ethics and big data. 

 

Component 3:  

Project: 20% of A Level mark 

 

Your own personal programming project, on a 

topic of your choice to extend your 

programming skills to a new level. 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1: Computer based exam (2.5 

hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (2.5 

hours) 

Component 3: Coursework (50 hours) 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Students benefit from a professional Computer 

Scientist who supports in a lesson per week. 

 

Students have opportunities to support 

younger students in physical computing 

activities as well as use the technology 

themselves to enrich their understanding of 

Computer Science. 

 

Where possible we aim to have a trip to a 

Computer Science relevant place e.g. 

Bletchley Park and/or a University 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

It is excellent preparation for students looking 

to take computing studies at degree level, or 

for anyone considering any kind of career in 

computing or engineering. Moreover, it is a 

core subject which is now key to many career 

paths. All scientists, engineering and Maths 

based careers hold computer science as a core 

base subject. The use of Big data and its 

manipulation is fundamental to modern 

research and analysis in all jobs. Problem 

solving is a key transferable skill to any career 

path. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

MATHS 

A Level Mathematics 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 7 or above in Mathematics.  

 

Summary of Subject 

 

A-Level Mathematics is a challenging and 

interesting course which builds upon the 

concepts studied at GCSE and introduces new 

ideas.  It incorporates Pure and Applied 

Mathematics, extending theoretical 

knowledge and applying these skills to 

practical situations. Students need to be able to 

think for themselves and persevere with new 

skills. 

 
 
What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Pure Mathematics: 66% of A Level mark 

 

Content overview  

• Topic 1 – Proof  

• Topic 2 – Algebra and functions   

• Topic 3 – Coordinate geometry in the (x, 

y) plane  

• Topic 4 – Sequences and series  

• Topic 5 – Trigonometry  

• Topic 6 – Exponentials and logarithms  

• Topic 7 – Differentiation  

• Topic 8 – Integration  

• Topic 9 – Numerical methods  

• Topic 10 – Vectors. 

 

Component 2:  

Statistics: 17% of A Level mark 

 

• Topic 1 – Statistical sampling   

• Topic 2 – Data presentation and 

interpretation  

• Topic 3 – Probability  

• Topic 4 – Statistical distributions  

• Topic 5 – Statistical hypothesis testing 

 

 

 

Component 3:  

Mechanics: 17% of A Level mark 

 

Topic 6 – Quantities and units in mechanics 

Topic 7 – Kinematics  

Topic 8 – Forces and Newton’s laws  

Topic 9 – Moments 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: Pearson Excel 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours) 

Component 3: Written examination (2 hours) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Maths in Action, speakers from Universities 

and summer courses. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Mathematics is very valuable as a supporting 

subject to many A-Level and degree level 

courses, especially in the Sciences, 

Geography, Sociology, Business and 

Medicine. 

 

Mathematics is a highly respected and sought-

after qualification for entry to Higher 

Education and careers such as Law, 

Architecture, Engineering, Accountancy, 

Psychology and Teaching. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

AS Further Mathematics 
 
Entry Requirements 

 
At least a grade 8 in Mathematics.  

 
Summary of Subject 

 
Further Mathematics broaden and deepens the 

contents of A-Level Mathematics. 50% of the 

subject content is mandatory and comprises of 

advanced topics in Pure Mathematics. The 

contents of the remaining 50% comprises of 

options from Further Pure, Discrete, 

Mechanics and Statistics. At Chislehurst 

School for Girls, options offered are either 

from Further Pure, Mechanics or Statistics. To 

study Mathematics at this higher level, you 

will be expected to confidently manipulate 

algebra expressions and solve equations and 

be able to provide clear logical arguments and 

proofs in your working. 

 
What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Core Pure Mathematics: 50% of AS Level 

mark. 

 

Complex Numbers, Matrices, Further Algebra 

and Functions, Further Calculus, Further 

Vectors 

 

Component 2: 

One option from the following will be 

selected. 50% of AS Level Mark 

 

Option 1: Further Pure Mathematics 

 

Contents from Core Pure Mathematics are 

extended with additional content that includes 

Polar Coordinates, Hyperbolic Functions, 

Differential Equations. 

 

Option 2: Further Statistics 

 

Linear Regression, Discrete and Continuous 

Distribution, Correlation, Hypothesis Testing, 

Chi Squared Tests. 

 

Option 3: Further Mechanics 

 

Momentum and Impulse, Collisions, Centre of 

Mass, Work and Energy, Elastic Strings and 

Springs 

 
Assessment 

 

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 
Component 1: Written examination (1.5 

hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (1.5 

hours) 

 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Studying Further Mathematics is highly 

desirable as it provides a solid foundation for 

a degree in Mathematics and Mathematics 

related subject, particularly, Computer 

Science, Economics, Engineering, Finance, 

and Physics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Community Languages 
 

If you speak a language other than English, 
why not have your skill recognised with a 
qualification? Both GCSE and A level 
qualifications are available through the 
examination boards listed below. 
 

AQA 
 

Bengali, French, German, Biblical Hebrew (A 
Level only), Modern Hebrew, Panjabi, Polish, 
Spanish 
 

EDEXCEL 

 

Arabic, Biblical Hebrew (GCSE only), Chinese, 
Greek, Gujarati, Italian, Japanese, Persian, 
Portuguese, Russian, Turkish, Urdu 
 

OCR 

 

Classical Greek, Latin 
 

WJEC 

 

 

Welsh (first language and second language) 

 

Although Chislehurst Sixth Form cannot 

provide you with specialist tuition in the 

language, we can advise you on what you will 

be required to do for the examination and 

arrange for you to sit the examination at our 

centre or at another centre. Please note that you 

will need to be able to write in the language 

and should be prepared to undertake research 

which in some subjects might involve reading 

literature or studying films. 

 

Should you have any queries regarding your 

suitability, please do not hesitate to contact the 

Head of Modern Foreign Languages. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Level French 
 
Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 7 or above in French.  

 

Summary of Subject 

 

At A Level, work continues on developing the 

four skills of listening, speaking, reading and 

writing.  A more in-depth study of 

grammatical structures is undertaken, leading 

to increased confidence with the language and 

ability to manipulate the language for your 

own ends.  Lessons are conducted mainly in 

the foreign language and a variety of topic 

areas are covered, in much greater depth than 

at GCSE level. A wide range of topics are 

covered which include:  

 

Year 12: 

Aspects of French-speaking society: current 

trends – family, technology, volunteering. 

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 

– cultural heritage, francophone music, 

cinema. In addition to this, students study the 

literary text “No et Moi”, which tells the story 

of Lou, a Parisian teenager. She meets a 

teenage girl living on the streets, No, because 

of her school project about homeless 

teenagers. Both girls have their secrets and 

issues – how does their friendship unfold? 

 

Year 13: 

Aspects of French-speaking society: current 

issues – diversity, marginalisation, criminal 

system. 

Aspects of political life in the French-speaking 

world – teenagers, the right to vote, political 

engagement, demonstrations and strikes, 

politics and immigration. 

 

Students also study the film “Au revoir les 

enfants” (Louis Malle - 1987) – set in a French 

boarding school during World War 2 and 

covers themes such as friendship, war, anti-

Semitism and religion. 

 

 



 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Listening, Reading and Writing: 50% of A 

Level mark 

 

Based on all the topics covered during the 

whole course, which require ability to identify 

main points, gist and detail.  

Part 1: Listening – multiple choice or answers 

in French, including a written summary of a 

recording. You will have control of the 

recording, so you can start/stop when you 

when you want. 

Part 2: Reading – multiple choice or answers 

in French, including a written summary of a 

text. 

Part 3: Translation – 1 translation into English 

and 1 translation into French of passages of 

minimum of 100 words. (access to dictionaries 

during the assessment.) 

 

Component 2:  

Writing: 20% of A Level mark 

 

Requires 2 written responses of approximately 

300 words each on the literary text studied (No 

et Moi) and the film (Au revoir les enfants). 

There is a choice between 2 questions for each 

text/film, which requires students to analyse 

themes and concepts critically. This could also 

include use of language or cinematography. 

(No access to texts, films or dictionaries 

during the assessment)  

 

Component 3:  

Speaking: 30% of A Level mark 

 

21-23 minutes exam (including 5 minutes 

preparation time) 

Part 1: Discussion of a sub-theme based on a 

stimulus card, following the 5 minutes 

preparation.  

Part 2: 2 minutes presentation summarising 

findings from individual research project. 

Students conduct their own research project on 

as aspect of French or francophone society 

during the course. 

Part 3: 9-10 minutes follow up questions on 

research project. 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1: Listening, reading and writing 

(2.5 hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours) 

Component 3: Speaking exam   

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

In February/March, students will have the 

opportunity to attend a student conference for 

Component 2 in London, run by Hodder 

Education. The day includes various talks 

about artistic culture, film studies and also 

how to write a good exam response. There is 

also the opportunity to hear and ask for tips 

from an examiner. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Studying French at A Level can lead to a 

number of opportunities, such as translating or 

interpreting across a range of specialisms, 

teaching, as well as studying and working 

abroad. Some universities offer joint honours 

courses which allow you to continue studying 

French alongside another subject. 

 

A Level Spanish 
 

Entry Requirements 
 

A grade 7 or above in Spanish.  

 

Summary of Subject 

 

A Level Spanish is a grammar and skills-based 

course. Over a period of two years students 

will develop communication and linguistics 

skills that not only will improve their Spanish 

level but also their English level. In Year 12, 

students will study the life and culture of 

Spanish speaking countries (music, festivals, 

traditions, cinema, fashion and trends, etc). In 

Y13, students will study the most important 

historical period of the 20th century in Spain, 

and social and political issues that affect 

young people today. As part of the course 

students will also study a Spanish film and a 



 

 

Spanish play, further developing their 

analytical skills and essay writing skills in the 

process. 

 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Listening, Reading and Writing: 50% of A 

Level mark 

 

Aspects of Hispanic society: 

• Modern and traditional values (Los valores 

tradicionales y modernos) 

• Cyberspace (El ciberespacio) 

• Equal rights (La igualdad de los sexos) 

 

Multiculturalism in Hispanic society: 

• Immigration (La inmigración) 

• Racism (El racismo) 

• Integration (La convivencia) 

 

Artistic culture in the Hispanic world: 

• Modern day idols (La influencia de los 

ídolos) 

• Spanish regional identity (La identidad 

regional en España) 

• Cultural heritage (El patrimonio cultural) 

 

 

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world 

• Today's youth, tomorrow's citizens (Jóvenes 

de hoy, ciudadanos del mañana) 

• Monarchies and dictatorships (Monarquías y 

dictaduras) 

•Popular movements (Movimientos 

populares) 

 

Component 2:  

Writing: 20% of A Level mark 

 

You will study one Spanish book and one 

Spanish film. Currently in Year 12, we’ve 

been studying “La Casa de Bernarda Alba” the 

most known Federico Garcia Lorca’s play. A 

domineering, reclusive and ostentatiously 

pious widow in a small Spanish town keeps 

such close watch on her daughters that they are 

unable to have normal social lives. However, 

the eldest is allowed to become engaged to an 

unprincipled young man, primarily for the 

financial advantages it will bring the mother, 

Bernarda. Jealousy and envy ensues among 

the other daughters.  

We also study the film “El Laberinto del 

Fauno” Guillermo del Toro’s masterpiece.  In 

1944 Falangist Spain, a girl, fascinated with 

fairy-tales, is sent along with her pregnant 

mother to live with her new stepfather, a 

ruthless captain of the Spanish army. During 

the night, she meets a fairy who takes her to an 

old faun in the center of the labyrinth. He tells 

her she's a princess but must prove her royalty 

by surviving three gruesome tasks. If she fails, 

she will never prove herself to be the true 

princess and will never see her real father, the 

king, again. 

 

Component 3:  

Speaking: 30% of A Level mark 

 

Part 1: response to a stimulus card (based on 

one of topics studied) – discussion. Questions 

asked by examiner and candidate. 5-6 minutes 

Part 2: 2-minute presentation on research 

project, followed by 9-10 minute follow-up 

questions. 

Individual research project (preparation for 

Paper 3) 

Towards the end of Year 12, you will start 

your own research project on something that 

interests you and relates to a country or 

countries where Spanish is spoken. It could be 

something cultural or something that has hit 

the headlines recently. 

 
Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1: Listening, reading and writing 

(2.5 hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours) 

Component 3: Speaking exam   

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Possible trip to Spain or a student exchange 

depending on the number of students on the 

course. In addition, there is the opportunity to 

view a Spanish play. 

 

 



 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Universities value students who have taken a 

modern language at A level. Spanish is not just 

a subject which leads to jobs in translation, 

interpreting or education since employees with 

language skills are highly valued in the service 

and manufacturing sectors of industry. 

 

A recent survey shows that only about 5% of 

language graduates go into teaching, and much 

fewer into translating or interpreting. About 

27% go into business services, and around 

10% go into each of the following: 

manufacturing, sales, banking/finance, 

community/social services, 

transport/communications 

 

A Level Psychology 
 
Entry Requirements 

 

A grade 6 or above in English Language, 

Mathematics & Science (Biology exam). 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Psychology is the scientific study of human 

behaviour and experience. This stimulating 

subject combines fascinating content with a 

rigorous and scientific approach to 

investigation. It has recently undergone a huge 

growth in popularity, both as a choice for 

Advanced level and undergraduate students. 

The course aims to develop both an academic 

understanding of the subject and an 

appreciation of its impact on people’s daily 

lives. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Introductory topics to Psychology: 33.3% of A 

Level mark  

 

• Social influence e.g. types of conformity, 

explanations for obedience 

• Memory e.g. different models of 

memory, explanation of forgetting 

• Attachment e.g. caregiver interactions in 

humans, animal studies of attachment 

• Psychopathology e.g. definitions of 

abnormality, phobias 

Component 2:  

Psychology in Context: 40% of A Level mark 

 

• Approaches to Psychology i.e. the 

learning, cognitive, biological, 

psychodynamic and humanistic 

approaches 

• Biopsychology e.g. the nervous system, 

endocrine system, ways of studying the 

brain, biological rhythms 

• Research methods 

 

Component 3:  

Issues and Options in Psychology: 33.3% of A 

Level mark 

 

• Issues and Debates e.g. gender, culture, 

free will and determinism 

• Gender e.g. sex and gender, role of 

chromosomes and hormones, different 

theories 

• Eating behaviours e.g. explanations for 

food preference, neural and hormonal 

mechanisms, different explanations for 

eating disorders 

• Aggression e.g. neural and hormonal 

mechanisms in aggression, different 

explanations of aggression, media 

influences on aggression 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours) 

Component 3: Written examination (2 hours) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

London Zoo ‘Phobia’s’ trip, the Freud 

Museum, the Science museum, psychology 

related lectures, revision courses. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 



 

 

Clinical psychologist, forensic psychologist, 

occupational psychologist, educational 

psychologist, recruitment consultant, lawyer, 

teacher and many other professionals.  

 

 

A Level Sociology 
 
Entry Requirements 

 

Grade 6 or above in Sociology or a Humanities 

if a student has not studied Sociology before 

based subject & grade 6 in English Language. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Sociologists are interested in why society 

works in the way that it does and the extent to 

which our behaviour – and opportunities – can 

be shaped by our social class, age, gender and 

race. The course helps students understand the 

ways that individuals’ lives are shaped by 

institutions such as the education system, 

religion and the mass media. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Education Theory and Methods: 33.3% of A 

Level mark  

 

The role and functions of the education 

system; Differential educational achievement 

of social groups; Relationships and processes 

within schools; The significance of 

educational policies; Methods in context; 

Theory and methods. 

 

Component 2:  

Topics in Sociology: Beliefs and families: 

33.3% of A Level mark 

 

Families - The relationship of the family to the 

social structure and social change; Changing 

family patterns; Gender power relationships 

within the family; The nature of childhood; 

Demographic trends in the United Kingdom 

since 1900 

 

Beliefs - Ideology, science and religion; The 

relationship between social change and social 

stability; Religious organisations; The 

relationship between different social groups 

and religious/spiritual organisations; religion 

and religiosity in the contemporary world. 

 

 

Component 3:  

Crime and Deviance with Theory and 

Methods: 33.3% of A Level mark 

 

Crime, deviance, social order and social 

control; The social distribution of crime and 

deviance by ethnicity, gender and social class; 

Globalisation and crime in contemporary 

society; the media and crime; green crime; 

human rights and state crimes; Crime control, 

surveillance, prevention and punishment, 

victims, and the role of the criminal justice 

system and other agencies; Theory and 

methods. 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours) 

Component 3: Written examination (2 hours) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Houses of Parliament, Museum of Childhood, 

the British Museum, the V&A museum, 

revision conferences, crime and deviance 

conference. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Youth work, probation services, the criminal 

justice system, charity and research 

organisations, marketing, journalism, social 

work, law, Human Resources (HR) and many 

other professions. 

 
 

  



 

 

A Level Business 
 
Entry Requirements 

 

If you have studied GCSE Business a 6 or 

above. GSCE Business is not essential. A 

grade 6 or above in Mathematics and English 

Language. 

 

Summary of Subject 

Business helps you to develop an 

understanding of business organisations, the 

markets they serve and the process of adding 

value. It will introduce you to the challenges 

and issues of starting a business, including 

financial planning 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Marketing and People and Global Business: 

35% of A Level mark  

• Customer needs  

• The Market  

• Managing People  

• Entrepreneurs and Leaders 

• Globalisation  

• Global Markets and Business Expansion  

• Global Marketing  

• Global Industries and Companies 

 

Component 2:  

Business Activities, Decisions and Strategy: 

35% of A Level mark 

• Raising Finance 

• Financial Planning  

• Managing Finance  

• Resource Management  

• External Influences  

• Business Objectives and Strategy 

• Business Growth  

• Decision Making Techniques 

• Influences on Business Decisions  

• Assessing Competitiveness  

• Managing Change  

Component 3:  

Investigating Business in a Competitive 

Environment: 30% of A Level mark 

 

• The exam is a ‘Theme’ we receive in 

November of year 13, it will cover certain 

topics from Component 1 and 2. 

• Previous themes have been Gyms, 

Chocolate, Holidays 

• We research companies that may be 

relevant for the unseen case studies in the 

exam 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours) 

Component 3: Written examination (2 hours) 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Share dealing club. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Business A level is suitable for any job or 

career but most relevant to a career in 

management or finance/banking. 

 

 

A Level Economics 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

Students should have a minimum of five 

GCSE Grade 5 or above with a 6 in 

Mathematics. No previous experience of 

Economics is needed. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Economics can be divided into two sections, 

micro and macro.  

Micro is about decisions individuals and 

businesses make. Macro is about the whole 

economy and the actions governments take for 

the benefit of their country 



 

 

Economics underpins everything we humans 

do, and it is about studying why people, 

businesses and governments act in the way 

they do. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Markets and Market Failure: 33% of A Level 

mark 

• Economic methodology and the 

economic problem  

• Individual economic decision making 

• Price determination in a competitive 

market  

• Production, costs and revenue  

• Perfect competition, imperfectly 

competitive markets and monopoly  

• The labour market  

• The distribution of income and 

wealth: poverty and inequality  

• The market mechanism, market 

failure and government intervention 

 

Component 2:  

The National and International Economy: 33% 

of A Level mark 

• The measurement of macroeconomic 

performance  

• How the macroeconomy works: the 

circular flow of income, AD/AS 

analysis 

• Economic performance  

• Financial markets and monetary 

policy  

• Fiscal policy and supply-side policies 

• The international economy  

 

 

Component 3:  

Economics Principles and Issues: 33% of A 

Level mark 

 

• A topical case study which could cover 

any aspect of component 1 or 2 

 

• 30 Multiple Choice questions based on 

component 1 and 2 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Component 1 – Written examination (2 

hours) 

Short answer questions and two essays  

Component 2 – Written examination (2 hours) 

Short answer questions and two essays  

Component 3 – Written examination (3 hours) 

30 Multiple Choice questions and short answer 

questions and one essay  

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Share dealing club, Tour of the stock 

market/Bank of England. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

Stockbroking, civil service, financial sector, 

banking, politics. 

 
  



 

 

SCIENCE 

A Level Biology 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

Students will have studied Combined Science 

or Separate Sciences. They will need to have 

achieved at least a Grade 6 in all Science 

courses, and a Grade 6 in Mathematics plus a 

grade 6 in the Biology exam component.  

 

Summary of Subject 

Students will extend knowledge gained at 

GCSE in cells, biological molecules, body 

systems, ecosystems, and biochemical 

pathways. The course also includes new work 

on molecular cell biology and detailed 

examination of the circulatory, endocrine and 

nervous systems. 

Year 12) is comprised of four modules: 

1. Development of practical skills 

2. Foundations in Biology 

3. Exchange and transport 

4. Biodiversity, evolution, and disease 

Year 13 includes work on two further 

modules: 

5. Communication, homeostasis, and 

energy 

6. Genetics, evolution, and ecosystems 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Biological Processes: 37% of A Level mark  

 

Assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3, and 5 

 

Component 2:  

Biological Diversity: 37% of A Level mark 

 

Assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 

 

Component 3:  

Unified Biology: 26% of A Level mark 

 

Assesses content from all modules (1 to 6) 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours 

15 minutes)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours 

15 minutes) 

Component 3: Written examination (1.5 hour  

 

Practical endorsement in Biology (non-exam 

assessment). Reported separately. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Visits to the zoo and welcome museum of 

tropical medicine. National Science and 

Engineering week participation.   

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

An A Level Biology qualification is an 

excellent qualification for entrance into a wide 

variety of university courses. It is also an 

important qualification leading to a broad 

range of career opportunities in biomedical 

sciences, biological research, environmental 

sciences, forensics, sports science and science 

communication. The transferable skills learnt, 

such as problem solving, are also useful in 

many other areas e.g. law.  



 

 

A Level Chemistry 
 

Requirements 

 

Students will have studied Combined Science 

or Separate Sciences. They will need to have 

achieved at least a Grade 6 in all Science 

courses, and a Grade 6 in Mathematics plus a 

grade 6 in the Chemistry exam component. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

The course involves looking at how chemistry 

contributes to the success of the economy and 

to Society as a whole. It will help you to 

understand how we make decisions about 

scientific issues bases on essential knowledge 

and understanding of different areas of 

chemistry.  

 

Year 12) is comprised of four modules: 

1. Development of practical skills 

2. Foundations in Chemistry 

3. Periodic Table and Energy 

4. Core Organic Chemistry  

Year 13 includes work on two further 

modules: 

5. Physical Chemistry and Transition 

Elements  

6. Organic Chemistry and Analysis 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Periodic Table, Elements and Physical 

Chemistry: 37% of A Level mark  

 

Assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3, and 5 

 

Component 2:  

Synthesis and Analytical Techniques: 37% of 

A Level mark 

 

Assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 

 

Component 3:  

Unified Chemistry: 26% of A Level mark 

 

Assesses content from all modules (1 to 6) 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours 

15 minutes)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours 

15 minutes) 

Component 3: Written examination (1.5 hour) 

 

Practical endorsement in Chemistry (non-

exam assessment). Reported separately. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Day trip to UCL for lectures in cutting edge 

Chemistry. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

An A-Level Chemistry qualification is an 

excellent qualification for entrance into a wide 

variety of university courses. It is also an 

important qualification leading to a broad 

range of career opportunities in medicine, 

veterinary sciences, dentistry, pharmacy, 

chemical engineering, pharmacology, 

physiotherapy, biochemistry, the scientific 

civil service, research and development in 

industry. 

  



 

 

A Level Physics 
 

Requirements 

 

Students will have studied Combined Science 

or Separate Sciences. They will need to have 

achieved at least a Grade 6 in all Science 

courses, and a Grade 6 in Mathematics plus a 

grade 6 in the Physics exam component. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

By studying A –Level Physics, students will 

extend knowledge gained at GCSE in forces, 

motion, electricity, magnetism, waves and 

energy. The course also includes new work on 

astrophysics, medical physics and nuclear 

physics. 

 

Year 12) is comprised of four modules: 

1. Development of practical skills 

2. Foundations of Physics 

3. Forces and motion 

4. Electrons, waves and photons 

 

Year 13 includes work on two further 

modules: 

5. The Newtonian World and 

Astrophysics. 

6. Particles and Medical Physics 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Modelling Physics: 37% of A Level mark  

 

Assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3, and 5 

 

Component 2:  

Exploring Physics: 37% of A Level mark 

 

Assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 

 

Component 3:  

Unified Physics: 26% of A Level mark 

 

Assesses content from all modules (1 to 6) 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours 

15 minutes)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours 

15 minutes) 

Component 3: Written examination (1.5 

hours) 

 

Practical endorsement in Physics (non-exam 

assessment). Reported separately 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Physics in action trip, science and technology 

speaker engagements and National Science 

and Engineering week participation. 

 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

An A Level Physics qualification is an 

excellent qualification for entrance into a wide 

variety of university courses. It is also an 

important qualification leading to a broad 

range of career opportunities in science and 

engineering (mechanical, aeronautical, 

automotive, civil, electrical, electronic, 

marine, chemical and process engineering), 

geophysics, architecture, photography, 

surveying, medicine, forensic science, 

mathematics and meteorology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LEVEL 3 COURSES 

Cambridge Technical Extended 

Certificate in Health and Social 

Care (One A Level equivalent) 
 
Requirements 

 

Level 2 Merit or above in Health & Social 

Care and a 5 in English Language. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Health and Social Care helps you to develop 

an understanding of care settings in our society 

such as nurseries and residential homes. You 

will learn about service users, individuals 

requiring care and care workers who work in 

the care sector. You will also learn some 

practical skills which will enable you to work 

well with people in the future.  

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Building positive relationships in health and 

social care: 16.6% of A Level mark  

 

The unit aims to introduce you to the many 

different relationships that you will encounter 

within the health and social care sector, 

whether with colleagues, senior members of 

staff, other professionals within the sector or 

individuals who require care and support. 

 

 

Component 2:  

Equality, diversity and rights in health and 

social care: 16.6% of A Level mark 

 

The unit will help you to understand the 

implications of diversity on practice and also 

the effects of discriminatory practice on 

individuals who require care or support. You 

will also gain an appreciation of how 

legislation and national initiatives can support 

and promote anti-discriminatory practice. 

 

 

 

 

Component 3:  

Health, safety and security in health and social 

care: 16.6% of A Level mark 

 

The unit introduces you to health, safety and 

security in health and social care. You will 

acquire the necessary knowledge and skills to 

equip you in maintaining a safe working 

environment for yourself, your colleagues and 

individuals who require care and support. 

 

Component 4:  

Anatomy and physiology for health and social: 

25% of A Level mark 

 

The unit aims to introduce you to the basic 

structure and functions of the body systems 

involved in everyday activities and 

maintenance of health, including 

cardiovascular, respiratory and digestive 

systems. You will also understand the part 

played by organs such as the pancreas, liver 

and kidney. You will investigate the systems 

and organs involved in detecting and 

responding to change such as the nervous 

system as well as the eyes and ears. 

 

Component 5:  

Unit 9. Supporting people with learning 

disabilities: 16.6% of A Level mark 

 

In this unit you will understand the term 

’learning disability’ and will look at a range of 

different types and possible causes. You will 

examine how the lives of individuals with a 

learning disability are changing as attitudes 

and approaches to support evolve. 

 

Component 6:  

Unit 13. Sexual health, reproduction and early 

development stages: 16.6% of A Level mark 

 

The unit will look at the development from 

conception to a one-year-old child. On 

successful completion you will have a sound 

understanding of the importance of sexual 

health and contraception. You will understand 

pre-natal health and the various stages of 

pregnancy and the factors that could have an 

impact. 



 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 2, 3 & 4: Written examinations 

(1.5 hours)  

Component 4: Written examinations (2 

hours) 

Component 1, 5 & 6: Coursework 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Medical and educational professionals as 

guest speakers. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Paediatric nurse, midwife, speech and 

language therapist, occupational therapist, 

teacher, social worker and other relevant 

professions. 

 

 

 

 

Cambridge Technical 

Introductory Diploma in IT 
 
Requirements 

 

Students should have a Grade 5 in English. A 

distinction or above in ICT. An assessment of 

ICT skills will be considered by the head of 

technology. 
 

Summary of Subject 

 

This qualification aims to develop your 

knowledge, understanding and skills of the 

principles of IT and Global Information 

Systems. You will gain an insight into the IT 

sector as you investigate the pace of 

technological change, IT infrastructure, the 

flow of information on a global scale, and the 

importance of legal and security 

considerations. The Cambridge Technicals 

were designed in collaboration with experts 

spanning the breadth of the sector, the Level 3 

Cambridge Technicals in IT focus on the 

requirements that today’s universities and 

employers demand. 

You will develop professional, personal and 

social skills through interaction with peers, 

stakeholders and clients, as well as theoretical 

knowledge and understanding to underpin 

these skills. These support the transferable 

skills required by universities and employers 

such as communication, problem solving, time 

management, research and analytical skills. 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Social Media and Digital Marketing: 20% of 

A Level mark  

 

The use of social media has increased 

massively over recent years and is now a 

worldwide phenomenon. Users of social 

media are able to share ideas and files, 

compare opinions and pass comment on the 

activities of their friends and contacts. In doing 

so, they are not only generating huge amounts 

of data about themselves, but also allowing 

others the opportunity to contact them and 

monitor some of their online activities. Social 

media also allows users to collaborate with 

others across the globe. This unit looks at 

digital marketing as a concept and then offers 

you the opportunity to explore the possible 

impacts, both positive and negative, that may 

be generated by the use of social media as a 

digital marketing tool. 

 

Component 2:  

Unit 6 Application (Game) Design: 20% of A 

Level mark 

 

In this unit you will explore potential ideas for 

a new game. You will then develop design 



 

 

ideas and determine how users will interact 

with it. You will have the opportunity to 

present your ideas, prototype them and gain 

feedback before completing the final game 

design.  

 

Component 3:  

Unit 17 Internet of Everything (IOE): 20% of 

A Level mark 

 

This unit is about the use of the Internet and 

how it is impacting people and society. You 

will learn about the Internet of Everything 

(IOE) and how it is used. Using your 

knowledge, you will carry out a feasibility 

study for a potential idea. You will then pitch 

your idea to potential stakeholders and use 

their feedback to revise their proposal. 

 

Component 4:  

Fundamentals of ICT: 20% of A Level mark 

 

A sound understanding of IT technologies and 

practices is essential for IT professionals. 

Information learnt in this unit will create a 

solid foundation in the fundamentals of 

hardware, networks, software, the ethical use 

of computers and how businesses use IT. 

 

Component 5:  

Global Information: 20% of A Level mark 

 

The purpose of this unit is to demonstrate the 

uses of information in the public domain, 

globally, in the cloud and across the Internet, 

by individuals and organisations.  

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours)  

Component 2: Written Exam (2 hours) 

Components 3: Coursework 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

We go to Warner Brothers Studios and go 

behind the scenes to see how IT plays it’s part 

in creating a Hollywood Blockbuster. We also 

have a Blogging course where you could be 

invited to go to YouTube for a day. 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Information Technology is at the heart of 

many careers in industry today. You may 

choose to use your game design skills to join 

one of the many gaming studios and join a 

team of game designers. You might want to 

use your social media skills gained on the 

course to help start a career in one of the UK 

offices of Facebook or Instagram. You could 

also use your skills gained when developing 

your new smart product to become a project 

manager manging new and exciting projects. 

 

 

 
 

 

BTEC Applied Science  
 

Requirements 

 

Students will have studied Combined Science. 

They will need to have achieved at least a 

Grade 5 in all Science courses, and a Grade 5 

in Mathematics and English. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

Students will extend knowledge gained at 

GCSE in a combination of biology, chemistry 

and physics topics. The course also includes 

practical skills and assignments on well as 

research into 3 different body systems: 

musculoskeletal, lymphatic and digestive 

systems. 

 

Year 12) is comprised of four modules: 



 

 

• Principles and Applications of 

Science (theory) 

• Science Investigation skills 

(practical’s) 

 

Year 13 includes work on two further 

modules: 

• Practical Scientific Procedures and 

Techniques(assignments) 

• Physiology of Human Body 

Systems (assignments) 

In order to pass the course components 1-3 

needed to be passed 

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

Principles and Applications of Science 1: 25% 

of A Level mark  

 

Three, 40-minute papers in Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics 

 

Component 2:  

Practical Scientific Procedures and 

Techniques: 25% of A Level mark 

 

Four written assignments internally assessed. 

Each marked as a pass, merit or distinction.  

 

To achieve distinction for this component all 

assignments need to be at a distinction grade 

 

Component 3:  

Science Investigation Skills: 33% of A Level 

mark 

 

Component 4:  

Physiology of Human Body Systems: 33% of 

A Level mark 

 

Three written assignments internally assessed. 

Each marked as a pass, merit or distinction. To 

achieve distinction for this component all 

assignments need to be at a distinction grade. 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Component 1: Three written examinations 

(40 minutes each)  

Component 2: Four written assignments   

Component 3: Written examination (1.5 

hours) 

Component 4: Four written assignments 

 

Each written examination will have the 

opportunity for one resit in June of year 13. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

Visits to the zoo and Welcome museum of 

tropical medicine and National Science and 

Engineering week participation. 

 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

A BTEC Applied Science qualification is an 

excellent qualification for entrance into a wide 

variety of university courses: healthcare, 

nursing, veterinary nursing, paramedics or 

even research bases science. 

 

 

Cambridge Technicals Level 3 

Digital Media 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

Students should have a Grade 5/ 6 in English 
 

Summary of Subject 
 

You will develop professional and social skills 

as well as theoretical and technical knowledge 

and understanding to underpin these skills. 

This will allow your creativity and flair to be 

harnessed in the design and production of 

media products used within the industry. You 

will develop conceptual ideas and visualise 

these all the way through the production cycle, 

from planning and pre-production right 

through to editing, postproduction and 

presentation of products. You will also learn 

how to analyse target audience requirements, 

 

  



 

 

research market demand and bring a media 

concept alive working in line with legal and 

regulatory requirements, in a safe and 

effective way. You will also gain an 

understanding of how different businesses and 

organisations in the media sector work. 
 

What will I study? 

 

The course is comprised of two components. 

 

Component 1 – Exam 20% of A Level mark 
 

Unit 1 - Media products and audiences 
 

The aim of this unit is for you to develop your 

understanding of how different media 

institutions operate in order to create products 

that will appeal to specific target audiences. 

You will therefore learn about the different 

ownership models in the media industries, and 

you will learn how to analyse different media 

products within the sector to understand the 

fundamentals of how meaning is created for 

audiences. You will learn about how 

audiences are categorised, researched and 

targeted by media producers and how media 

institutions distribute and advertise their 

products to audiences. 
 
 

 

 

Component 2 – Exam 20% of A Level mark 

 

Unit 2 - Pre-production and planning 
 

Pre-production and planning are key aspects of 

any media production, time spent well leading 

up to a production can save time and money. 

By completing this unit, you will understand 

the preproduction process that the creative 

media industry follows when creating a 

product. You will learn how to carry out 

research in the planning stage of a media 

production and about the various acts of 

legislation that need to be considered. You will 

learn about the constraints that need to be 

considered when planning a new media 

production, including timescales and 

resources. You will understand how to create 

pre-production documents in relation to client 

requirements and how to plan projects to meet 

these needs. 

You will have three units to complete in this 

component, one of them is to create a media 

project. 

 

Component 3 – Coursework 60% of A 

Level mark 

 

Unit 3 - Create a media project 
 

You will apply your learning gained to plan 

and produce a media product over three 

different coursework topics. You will 

complete planning materials to take them 

forward in the production and post–production 

stages of your intended media product. You 

will plan, produce and edit original content for 

your intended product. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  
 

Each year as a class we go to an advertising 

company in London and spend the day 

building skills on having a career in Media. 

We go to Warner Brothers Studios and go 

behind the scenes to know what it takes to 

create a Hollywood Blockbuster. we also have 

a Blogging course where you could be invited 

to go to YouTube for a day. 

 
 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Component 1: Written examination (2 hours)  

Component 2: Written examination (2 hours) 

Component 3: Coursework  
 
Where Will It Lead? 

 

Media Studies can assist you in getting a job 

in the Media. It will introduce you to the skills 

of evaluation and criticism of modern culture 

and technology, and the production processes 

that are necessary to create effective media 

products. It will open your eyes to the modern 

world and encourage you to think 

independently; understanding concepts related 

to audiences and institutions will be relevant 

to many different careers and business 

situations. For creative students, it will enable 

the possibility of Further Education in the 

subject. 



 

 

Tourism Level 3 Applied 

Diploma 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

Students will be required to have obtained a 

Grade 5 in English Language. 

 

Summary of Subject 

 

The Tourism course is a blend of UK and 

Worldwide studies of the Tourism industry. It 

studies a range of jobs and opportunities 

within the sector, different types of locations, 

why people choose to go there and what 

motivates them. It also looks at the 

environmental impact of the sector and how 

sustainable it is and how it changes and 

responds to global events.  

 

What Will I Study? 

 

Component 1:  

The United Kingdom Tourism Product: 25% 

of A Level mark 

 

At the end of this unit, learners will have 

gained an understanding of the wide range of 

tourist destinations within the UK and why it 

is such a popular destination. They will also 

understand that tourists travel for a wide range 

of reasons, not only to go on holiday. The UK 

tourism industry is dynamic and is constantly 

adapting to new situations. Learners will gain 

an understanding of why it is important to 

continually develop the tourism product and to 

successfully market this to the rest of the 

world.  

 

Component 2:  

Worldwide Tourist Destinations: 25% of A 

Level mark 

At the end of this unit learners will have an 

understanding of the reasons or motivation 

for people to travel to different 

destinations. They will appreciate that there 

is a range of holiday types that tourists can 

choose to take. Learners will have studied 

a range of short haul and long-haul 

destinations and have gained an 

understanding of what gives the 

destinations appeal. (This is an internally 

assessed unit- controlled assessment.) 

Component 3:  

The Dynamic Tourism Industry: 25% of A 

Level mark 

At the end of this unit learners will have gained 

an understanding of the dynamic nature of the 

global tourism industry. They will appreciate 

that there are many events and circumstances 

over which the industry has no control but has 

to respond to. Learners will appreciate that 

these changes are ongoing and that everyday 

world events are occurring to which the global 

tourism industry must respond. (This is 

externally assessed in an exam.) 

Component 4:  

Event and Itinerary Planning: 25% of A Level 

mark 

 

Assessment 

 

Exam Board: WJEC 

Component 1: Written examination (1.5 

hours)  

Component 2: Controlled assessment  

Component 3: Written examination (1.5 

hours) 

Component 4: Controlled assessment  

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

 

We will offer trips to locations to support the 

teaching of some of the places being studied in 

these units. We will offer some links to 

businesses and people working within the 

tourism sector to promote understanding of the 

jobs and opportunities within it. 

 

Where Will it lead? 

This could lead on to a degree in Tourism or 

related subjects at university such as 

marketing or event planning. It can also lead 

into jobs within the sector such as working at 

a travel company, airline, hotel or restaurant 

businesses or as a holiday rep. 

 
 
 



 

 

The Extended Project 
 

Entry Requirements 

 

Students should have at least a Grade   5 in 

English and Maths, commitment to working 

independently. Commitment to attending 

enhancement days, and other events, 

specifically set up to cover EP.  You are likely 

to be a high achiever if you are to complete this 

project to the level required. 

  

 

Summary of Subject 

 

The Extended Project is an AS Level where 

the student decides on a project of their own 

choice.  They must produce a written report, 

and production log (like a diary) and must 

produce, and present, a presentation.  The 

report must be either: 

* 5000 words long, OR  

* 1,000 words + make a product/produce a 

CD/carry out an event. 

  

What Will I Study? 

 

You will be taught research methods, but the 

rest is up to you.  You will not be taught a 

subject, as your project is individual to you.  

You will have a mentor assigned to you to help 

you through the project. 

 

 Assessment 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Your work will be marked internally, then 

externally moderated.  You will be assessed on 

your ability to identify, design, plan and 

complete the project (20%); use resources, 

obtain and select information from sources and 

analyse data (20%); develop and realise your 

project, solve problems, and take decisions 

critically (40%); finally review and evaluate 

your outcomes (20%).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where Will it lead? 

 

Universities believe the Extended Project 

shows a student’s ability to work 

independently and, thus, they believe it is an 

extremely useful AS Level to 

have.  Therefore, it is likely that completing 

the Extended Project will help enable you to 

get into university and/or help you secure a 

career of your choice. 

  



 

 

Preparing for Life After Sixth Form  

 

As a Sixth Form we believe that it is important 

for students to have an in-depth knowledge on 

the opportunities available to them after their 

studies. We strive to ensure that all students 

are equipped with the skills required to enable 

them to thrive in their future path whether that 

be University, apprenticeships or 

employment. We offer a wealth of support and 

opportunities for all pathways: 

  

• For apprenticeships students attend 

employability and apprenticeship 

conferences, apprenticeship workshops, 

students receive a monthly information 

pack and have talks from a range of 

apprenticeship providers   

 

• For University we have a dedicated 

UCAS lead as well as a UCAS 

consultant. Students attend university 

fairs, summer schools and open days as 

well as having talks from student finance, 

Oxbridge and other universities   

 

• For employment students attend a 

careers fair, take part in an employability 

skills programme, have speakers from a 

variety of career backgrounds and attend 

a week of work experience at the end of 

Year 12  

  

Throughout Year 12 and 13, we organise a 

variety of enrichment opportunities to give our 

young people the chance to enhance their 

applications, gain valuable skills and develop 

as well-rounded individuals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These include:  

• MOOCs (online courses to enhance 

applications)  

• NCS  

• LAMDA  

• EPQ  

• Charity fundraising  

• Fitness sessions  

• Reward trips  

• Team building activity days   

• Mindfulness   

• Head Student Team and Senior 

Prefect opportunities  

• Subject and pastoral mentoring   
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Destinations 

 

Our student destinations from last 

year: 
 

Many of our students have gone on to 

study a variety of courses at universities 

and college. These include: 
 

Architectural tech 

Biological Sciences 

Biomedical Science 

Business & Human resources 

Business Management 

Civil Engineering 

Computer Science 

Dentistry 

Digital Media Communications 

Electrical Engineering 

English Lang Lit Linguistics 

English & Film Studies 

Finance 

Geography 

History 

International Business 

IT 

Law 

Law with Criminology 

Legal Services 

Mechanical Engineering 

Midwifery 

Nursing 

Philosophy 

Primary Ed-Teaching 

Product design 

Psychology 

Quantitative Surveying 

Social Media 

Sociology 

Sociology & Criminology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Universities 

 
Brighton University 

Cambridge University 

Canterbury Christ Church University 

De Montford University  

Greenwich University 

Kent University 

Kings College London 

Kingston University 

Lincoln University 

Manchester University 

Nottingham Trent University 

Oxford University 

Oxford Brookes University 

Portsmouth University 

Reading University 

Royal Holloway University 

Solent University 

London Southbank University 

Westminster University 

York University 

 

Apprenticeships: 

 

City Corp 

Dentistry 

Facebook 

KPMG 

Legal Services 

Microsoft 

 

We also had many students move into 

full time employment and several taking 

gap years to travel. 

  

Chislehurst School for Girls 

Beaverwood Road 

Chislehurst 

Kent BR7 6HE 
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