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A Message from Mrs Raven          
 
 
 
 
The next few years will be a very exciting time for you at Chislehurst School for Girls.  Some of you will 
already have a clear idea about the sort of career that you would like to have, and some of you will take much 
longer to decide.  Whatever stage you are at, it is a good idea to make your decisions about your Year 9 courses 
based upon some of the following:   
 

• Aim to have as wide a variety of subjects as possible;  
• Know where your strengths are; be as well-informed about the courses as possible; 
• Think about where the subjects can lead to in the Sixth Form and beyond, even if you’re not certain 

about a future career.   
 
In other words, plan for five more years at Chislehurst School for Girls! 
 
 
Read this brochure very carefully.  It explains what the subjects are, at what level you can study them and how 
to express your preferences.  The Core Subjects are those subjects that everyone must take.  Remember that 
PE and PSD in the Core Subjects section are not examination courses, and that English and Science usually 
lead to two GCSEs each. 
 
Good luck with your preferences.  Always ask for help if you are unsure.  Your Tutor, Director of Studies, 
Year Co-ordinator and subject teachers are all available to advise you. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mrs K J Raven 
Headmistress 
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What to Do 
 
First 
 
Read this book. 
 
Talk to your parents. 
 
Talk to your Form Tutor. 
 
Talk to the subject teachers. 
 
Talk to Guidance and Subject staff about careers. 
 
Think about what you might do in our Sixth Form. 
 
Think about what you might do when you leave school. 
 
 
Then 
 
 
You will only need to fill in one coloured form. 
 
Complete the coloured form given to you by your Form Tutor.  
 
Copy your preferences onto the matching form in Section 3 of the book to keep as your record. 
 
The subjects you will be taking as from September will be confirmed during the Summer Term. 
 
If no preference is indicated on the form, the school will assign you to an appropriate course. 
 
 

 
The completed form must be returned to Mrs Shimmin via Student Reception by no later than 

 Monday 25th Feb 2019  
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The Curriculum 
 
Core Subjects 
 
You will all take the following subjects: 
 
 English 
 Mathematics 
 Science  
 Digital Literacy/Careers 

Religious Studies 
Health and Fitness 

 
 
  
Other Subjects (where available) – Follow instructions in each box to tick or number preferences. 
 
Criteria for allocating students when a subject is over-subscribed can be found on the next page.  
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Procedures adopted if a subject is over-subscribed 
 
Our staff select students for a subject using the criteria listed below. 
 
 

• The advice of teaching staff on potential and skills shown by students 
• How many other first preference subjects a student has been allocated; 
• The number of second or third preferences given to the student already.  

 
 
Where there is no prior performance data available in the preferred subject,  attainment in subjects that require 
similar skill sets will be considered. 
 
N.B. Subjects such as Music may have subject-specific criteria that are described later in this booklet with the 
subject details. 
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Chislehurst School Sixth Form Centre 
 
 
Throughout the next three years of your studies, we shall be keeping you informed of the many and varied 
opportunities available in Post-16 Education. 
 
The vast majority of our Year 11 students apply to join the 
flourishing and successful Sixth Form at CHSFG, where a 
wide variety of courses is on offer.   
All students do a minimum of 3 subjects at A Level (This 
will be done over 2 years). We offer a wide variety of A 
Level subjects all described in our Way Ahead booklet on 
our website. 
 
The progression onto 16+ will mirror your GCSE paths. 
Sixth Form is also a time to acquire useful additional skills 
by studying subjects such as the Community Sports 
Leadership Award (CSLA) and the Extended Project. 
 
Sixth Form Education provides the natural progression for your studies at Chislehurst School.  It gives you 
the opportunity to lead by example, to attain academic excellence, experience new courses and develop 
existing interests.  Tutors monitor your progress in a friendly and supportive atmosphere.  You will also 
receive advice and encouragement in the preparation of applications for university, college or for a 
professional career. 
 
If at any stage over the next three years you would like to find out more about the opportunities offered in the 
Sixth Form, then please contact either your Form Tutor or Miss Singer, Director of Studies Year 11 and Ms 
James or Miss Davis for Sixth Form.  However, a full programme of information, guidance and induction will 
start during Year 10 when you will be invited to our Sixth Form Opportunities Evening. 
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Careers Education & Guidance 
 
Careers Education and Guidance refers to a range of activities provided by the school to help you make 
informed choices and transitions affecting your future education, training and employment. 
 
Most aspects of school life, such as the curriculum, pastoral care and the guidance programme, extra-curricular 
activities and work experience, prepare you for adult life. 
 
In Year 11 you will study job acquisition skills:  how to write letters of application, CVs, and the different 
techniques to use at interviews.  Most of these tasks will be computer-aided. 
 
Finding Information: 
 
Between Year 9 and Year 13 We will help you look into a range of careers and 
higher education resources.   
Our resources include: 
 

• Choosing your GCSEs; 
• Which A-Levels? 
• Excel at Interviews - tactics for job and college applications; 
• What can I do without a Degree? 
• Winning CVs for every type of job; 
• The Apprenticeship Guide; 
• Jobfile - the essential careers handbook, containing over 2000 job titles with an A-Z of over 900 full 

job descriptions; 
• University Guides; 
• HEAP Guide to University Degree Course Offers; 
• How to complete your UCAS application; 
• Your Gap Year; 
• UCAS Entry Requirements. 
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English Language 
 
Board: AQA 
 
What will I study? 
 
You will undertake a wide variety of reading, writing and speaking and listening activities.  
 
 
Reading 
 
You will be reading an exciting range of fiction and non-fiction texts. The course will assess your ability to make 
interpretations of the writers’ ideas, to draw comparisons between texts and appreciate and analyse the effects created 
by the writers’ language choices. 
 
Writing 
 
You will be given the opportunity to write in a variety of styles and forms, such as creating vivid descriptions or 
thrilling stories. You will also develop your skills of writing convincing arguments or clear and precise explanations 
and instructions.  
   
How will I be assessed? 
 
You are assessed in two examinations, entitled ‘Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing’ and ‘Writers’ 
Viewpoints and Perspectives’. They are each worth 50% of the marks. Both exams are divided into reading and 
writing sections. You are also awarded a certificate for speaking and listening, although this will not contribute 
towards your grade for English Language.  
 
 
How can I use this subject in the Sixth Form, further education or in my career? 
 
A good grade at GCSE could lead to an A-Level in English Language, Literature, Media Studies or Theatre Studies. 
These qualifications enable you to undertake a wide range of degree courses.  
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English Literature 
 
Board: AQA 
 
What will I study? 
 
You will follow a course involving the close reading of drama, prose and poetry, including pre-20th Century texts. 
 
Reading 
 
You will be studying a challenging and exciting range of literary texts, from Shakespeare to modern literature. You 
will develop your skills of analysis, evaluation and you will be taught to consider the writing within its social and 
historical context.  
 
Writing 
 
You will develop the ability to communicate a sensitive and informed response to all kinds of literature including 
plays, poetry and novels. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
You will undertake two examinations in Year 11. You will be awarded 60% of your marks for an exam on modern 
literature and poetry. The other 40% of the marks will be for Shakespeare and a 19th Century novel.  
 
How can I use this subject in the Sixth Form, further education or in my career? 
 
A good grade at GCSE could lead to an A-Level in English Language, Literature, Media Studies or Theatre Studies. 
These qualifications enable you to undertake a wide range of degree courses. English Literature at A Level is 
particularly favoured by prestigious universities.  
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Mathematics 
 
Board:    EDEXCEL 
 
What will I study? 
 
GCSE Mathematics is a continuation of what you have covered in Years 7 & 8.  There are two tiers of entry, so that you 
can work at the level appropriate to your ability.  The tier that you will study will be determined by Teacher Assessment. 
 
In the Foundation tier, the emphasis is on the use of Mathematics in 
everyday life and its application to everyday problems.  The Higher tier 
introduces more abstract ideas and topics are further developed.  Both 
courses contain geometry, algebra and data handling.  
A scientific calculator is essential for both tiers of entry. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
This programme has a final assessment in June of Year 11, which is 100% of the final grade. This will consist of 2 
calculator papers and 1 non-calculator paper. 
 
 
There are two tiers of entry - Foundation and Higher - and each tier leads to a restricted range of GCSE grades: 
 

Tier Grades  
Higher 4 - 9 
Foundation 1 - 5 

 
 
 
It is important that you are entered in the correct tier.  Candidates who fail to qualify for the minimum grade in a 
particular tier are not awarded a certificate, so nothing is gained by entry into too high a tier.  The final decision about 
tiers of entry is taken in Year 11 after the mock examination.  The tier of entry is not shown on the final certificate. 
 
How can I use the Mathematics in the Sixth Form, further education or in my career? 
You will need to achieve a Grade 7 or above at the higher tier and also pass an algebra assessment, to study Mathematics 
at A Level.  
 
Mathematics can be studied in the Sixth Form leading to either an AS in Mathematics (1 year) or a full A Level (2 
years).   There is also the opportunity to re-sit GCSE Mathematics in the Sixth Form for those who want to improve 
their grade. Students who fail to gain a 4-9 grade at GCSE are required to continue studying Mathematics in the Sixth 
Form. 
 
Mathematics is a very valuable qualification to have.  It acts as a very useful supporting subject to many courses in the 
Sixth Form and degree level but it is also a much sought after qualification in its own right.  Many employers see A 
Level Mathematics as a very important qualification and for some careers it is a necessity.  Some of the careers that 
Mathematics is strongly related to include: Accountancy, Engineering, Medicine, Teaching, Information Technology, 
Psychology, Law, Business, Architecture, Banking and many, many more. 
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Science 
 
Board: AQA 
 
What will I study? –Science  
 
This double award science course gives a broad and balanced science education and at the same time provides a basis 
for the study of Physics, Chemistry and Biology (or any combination of them) at A-Level. 
 
‘Double award’ means that the course is allocated twice the amount of lesson time that a ‘single’ subject such as Physics, 
Biology or Chemistry would have. 
   
‘Combined’ means that the course has been designed to give you an education which covers all the areas of Science and 
which makes you aware of the links between Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 
What will I study? – Triple Science 
 
Students who have shown a lot of ability in Science will be offered the opportunity to study Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics as three separate subjects. Taking the three separate subjects will enable the chosen students to gain an extra 
GCSE grade and will prepare them more thoroughly for any science subjects taken at A-Level. 
 
Examinations 
 
Both the combined Science and Triple Science course lead to six externally assessed exams at the end of year 11. 
Students sit two exams in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 
How can I use Science in the Sixth Form, further education or in my career? 
 
You can use your Science qualifications as a basis for studying A-Level Sciences in the Sixth Form provided you gain 
at least BB in the external examinations. A-Level sciences can lead to many university courses, not only scientific ones. 
 
These courses are also accepted as a sound basis for ALL careers with a scientific content. There is a shortage of female 
recruits to careers in Science, Technology and Engineering.  The sciences are essential to careers in Medicine, Veterinary 
Science, Architecture, Mechanical and Civil Engineering, Pharmacy, Ophthalmics and research and development. 
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Religious Studies- Philosophy & Ethics 
 
Board: AQA 

Religious Studies develops a variety of skills which hold a great deal of value in 
today’s global society, and a qualification in this subject is valued by employers 
and universities alike. 

 

 

What will I study? 

The course involves: 

World Religions 

This unit covers key topics such as the Islamic religion and Hinduism. Students 
will learn about the main features of these religions in relation to their impact upon modern society. 

Ethics 

In year 9 the first term will include ethical topics such as Moral and Ethics and Evil and Suffering. Students will be 
able to discuss current issues and how the features of these topics impact a believer and modern society. Students will 
be able to discuss, debate and practice exam questions in preparation for their GCSE. 

GCSE 

Year 9 students will start their GCSE in the spring term which will include the study of two main religions 
Christianity and Islam. As well as studying beliefs and practices for these two religions. They will also study 4 
thematic studies for those religions. Topics include, Relationships and families, Religion and life, Religion, crime and 
punishment and Religion, human rights and social justice. 

How will I be assessed? 

There are two examined units. 

How can I use Religious Studies in the Sixth Form, further education or in my career? 

Religious Studies is highly regarded by universities and employers as it proves that you are able to think, discuss and 
evaluate. It is an excellent preparation for any degree, but especially in a Humanities degree. However, employers feel 
that it particularly prepares students for the following careers: broadcasting; the film, video and interactive media 
sector; the education sector; the financial services sector, the legal sector; politics; the publishing sector; social care; 
the voluntary sector; social and pastoral care; community work; social work; and journalism. 
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ICT: Digital Literacy (Core) 
 
What will I study? 
What will I study?  
From smartphones and Wi-Fi, to hashtags and instant messaging: over the last 20 years, technology has dramatically 
changed the way in which we live and communicate. ICT is at the heart of an increasing number of professions. Being 
able to use IT effectively helps you to unlock the potential of the computer programs you use. You will discover new, 
faster ways to communicate, solve tasks and access information.  
ICT is different to Computer Science as you will learn how to use computer software to maximise your productivity. 
Computer Science focuses on creating computer programs, developing computational thinking and understanding 
computer hardware. If we were to try and think of the two subjects in relation to cars. ICT would be the equivalent of 
learning to drive a car and Computer Science designing and building cars.  
  

Software  (Core)  
Word processing  Develops the learner’s ability to create word-processed 

documents: entering text, editing and formatting work, using 
graphs, tables and pictures for a professional finish, and 
effectively using tools such as the spell-checker and mail 
merge.  

Spreadsheet software  Helps the learner develop a working knowledge of 
spreadsheets, from entering data and formatting worksheets, 
to creating charts and producing high-quality documents.  

Presentation software  Shows the learner how to produce high-quality presentations 
using a variety of tools including charts, graphs and drawn 
objects.  

Additional Skills  In addition to the core skills above students will be taught 
skills in other IT programs required to present work 
effectively.  

  
  
How will I be assessed?  
You will be digitally assessed so that you are able to demonstrate your practical skills that you have gained in all areas 
studied. Students will also complete their at least their Bronze certificate for https://idea.org.uk/ Digital Literacy 
initiative from the Duke of York which covers a wide range of up-to-date digital content from ICT Citizen, worker, 
maker and enterprise digital badges. 
  

https://idea.org.uk/
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Health and Fitness Lessons (Core Physical Education) 
 
In Year 9, you will have compulsory Health and Fitness lessons every other week. The activities selected will be geared 
to allow all students to improve knowledge and personal performance in the area they prefer. In addition to improving 
performance, students will develop their skills in officiating and coaching. 
 
It is at this time you will be forming exercise habits for life. You will therefore be encouraged to get involved with the 
activities as much as possible during lesson time as well as during leisure time whether that be during extra-curricular 
activities at school or clubs outside of school. 
 
You will be assessed with a Pass, Merit or Distinction. 
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Geography 
 
Board: Eduqas Geography B 
 
What will I study? 
The syllabus will provide a balanced coverage of physical, environmental and human aspects of the subject and will 
through the range of case studies, highlight the linkage which exists between them at a local, national and global level. 
 
The three units of the syllabus are: 
 

1. Changing Places- Changing Economies 
2. Changing Environments 
3. Environmental Challenge 

How will I be assessed? 
Final examination papers: 
 

- Paper 1: Structured questions from all three units, varying in length and using 
case study knowledge and applying this to other situations 

- Paper 2: Decision Making Exercise- a problem solving task based on ideas 
from across all themes 

- Paper 3- Applied Fieldwork and Geographical Skills  

There is no coursework or controlled assessment, but the fieldwork will instead be 
assessed through Paper 3.  
It is now required by the exam board that all students must undertake fieldwork in at 
least 2 contrasting locations.  
 
We aim as a department to provide a variety of day trips in Year 9 and year 10 to 
complete the compulsory elements of the course for Paper 3 across physical and 
human Geography. Students taking GCSE Geography will be expected to attend all fieldwork opportunities. 
 
Why should I choose Geography? 
 
Geography is a well-regarded GCSE option subject which makes students more informed about the world in which they 
live.  In addition, the subject develops skills such as: 
 
1 practical skills associated with the observation and collection of data; 
2 the ability to analyse and evaluate evidence and the ability to arrive at informed opinions; 
3 communication skills, oral, written and graphical; 
4 to develop an awareness of your own values concerning social, economic, environmental and political issues; 
5 The use of ICT to produce a fieldwork investigation. 

 
How can I use Geography in the Sixth Form, further education or in my career? 
 
Taking GCSE Geography will make you a better informed person.  It will provide you with a knowledge which can be 
applied in travel and tourism, banking, local government work, administrative jobs, surveying and planning.  You can 
also continue with your study of the subject at A-Level where Geography with its varied content is the ideal subject to 
combine with other Arts and Science subjects. 
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History 
History 
Board:            AQA History  
  
What will I study? 
A History GCSE will give you the opportunity 
to explore an exciting range of topics:  
  
 
 
 
Britain: The Health and the People (25%) 
You will study the fascinating history of medicine and health in Britain. From medieval treatments of drilling into 
people’s skulls to let evil spirits escape and using leeches to get rid of ‘excess blood’, to the developments of X-rays, 
discovery of germs & establishment of the NHS.  
  
Elizabethan England (25%) 
You will explore the topic of Elizabethan England. From her unlikely rise to power (since her mother was executed for 
treason and she herself was a prisoner in the Tower of London for four years), to her astonishing rule, including 
Renaissance religious extremism, the fire ships, rebellions, explorers & pirates of the Elizabethan period.  
  
America 1920-73 (25%) 
You will study the development of the USA during a turbulent half century of change, from the economic boom of the 
1920s and mass production of motorcars (including the famous ‘Tin Lizzie’ Ford model T). To the Wall Street Crash, 
and significant post-war activists such as Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks. 
  
Conflict and Tension 1918-39 (25%) 
Just a year before the outbreak of World War Two, the British Prime Minister confidently declared that there would be 
“Peace in our time”. This unit will look at the far from inevitable outbreak of WW2, examining what the key causes of 
this were, from a peace treaty to the rise of Hitler. 
   
How will I be assessed? 
Two exams at the end of year 11 (each worth 50% of your final grade). Paper 1 consists of six questions on America 
1920-73 & four questions on the causes of World War Two. Paper 2 consists of four questions on Medicine through 
time & four questions on Elizabethan England. 
There is no coursework. However, you are told a guaranteed case study that will come up on your final exam. This 
will be a case study of a historical site, which you will also have the opportunity to visit (examples of previous case 
studies include Hardwick House, The Globe Theatre & the Spanish Armada). 
  
Why should I choose History? 
History is a popular, interesting and enjoyable subject at GCSE. The course not only develops your skills as a historian, 
helping you to understand why the modern world is the way it is. It also gives you the opportunity to develop transferable 
skills in communication, evaluation of evidence, analysis of causation, debating and presentation skills. For this reason, 
History is highly valued by employers and universities. For example, it is listed as a desirable subject by Russel Group 
Universities such as Oxford and Cambridge. 
  
 How can I use History in the Sixth Form, further education or in my career? 
  
The skills you will develop by studying GCSE History can be applied to a huge variety of different careers.  History is 
recognised as an excellent qualification for entry into a number of areas such as law, politics, the film industry, 
documentary creation, administration, medicine, nursing, teaching, banking, journalism, forensics, marketing and 
museum curatorship. 
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MFL: French & Spanish 
 
Board: AQA 
 
Why should I choose a foreign language? 
 

• 94% of the world’s population does not speak English as their first language; 
• 60% of UK trade is with non-English-speaking countries. 
• Over 300 languages are spoken in London alone! 
• Being able to communicate in another language may help you in your future career, especially as many 

companies work on a global scale. 
• Learn the language of love (French) or the language of Christina, Enrique, Shakira and hundreds of millions 

around the world (Spanish). 
• Earn more! (Language graduates are more employable and out-earn people with comparable qualifications). 

 
What will I study? 
 
The main themes covered are: 
 

• Identity and culture (family and friends, technology, free-time, customs 
and festivals) 

• Local, national, international and global areas of interest (Home and 
region, social issues, global issues, travel and tourism) 

• Current and future study and employment (my studies, life at school and 
college, education post-16, jobs, career choices and ambitions) 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing (25% each) are assessed by final examination at the end of Year 11. The 
speaking exam will be with your class teacher, but externally marked. 
 
 
How can I use Languages in the Sixth Form, further education or in my career? 
 
Giving up on languages too soon, is a regret that many people have when they enter the world of work and find their 
ambitions restricted by the fact that they can only communicate in English.  In an increasingly competitive global 
market-place, the demand for languages is growing, which is why a survey of the Confederation of British Industries 
(CBI) revealed that 74% of employers want to employ people with conversational skills in a foreign language.  
According to the Go Skills Employer Skills survey, “It was foreign languages (26%) and IT skills most commonly in 
deficit.” 
 
With a GCSE in French or Spanish, you will have developed the skills needed to continue study at A Level. This can 
also open up further opportunities at university, where it is possible to study languages on their own or as part of your 
degree with another subject (joint honours degree).   
 
Time to consider a skill for life! 
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Blue Success Path WITH TRIPLE SCIENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

All students study the Core subjects: 
• English 
• Maths 
• Science 
• RS 
• Digital Literacy 
• Health and Fitness 
• PSD/ form time 

 

Guided choice 1:  
Put a “1” by your first preference 
and a “2” by the other.  
(The language chosen MUST be the 
one you have studied unless the other 
one is your mother tongue). 
Languages count for 1 preference 
only. 
 

• French 
OR 

• Spanish 
 

 
 
 Guided choice 2: 

 
Put a “1” by your first preference 
and a “2” by the other 
 
 

• History 
 

• Geography 

Name:                                                                                           Form: 

3rd Subject  
 

• Triple Science  

Deadline:  Your form should be returned to the student reception 
 > for attention of Mrs Shimmin 

 
By :    Monday 25th  FEBRUARY 2019 
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Chislehurst School for Girls 
Beaverwood Road 

Chislehurst 
Kent BR7 6HE 
020 8300 3156 

 
www.chislehurstschoolforgirls.co.uk 
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