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23 February 2021 

 

Dear parent, carers, 

 

You will have heard last night that Mr Johnson has announced that all students may return to school 

from 8 March. Precise dates and timings of the phased return of each year group will follow this 

letter. As per government guidelines, Years 10-13 will take priority, but we aim to have all students 

back in school by Friday 12 March.  

 

1. Part of the safety of this phased return is to offer asymptomatic lateral flow tests in school 

to all students on three occasions with a 3–5 day gap in between. This takes time and so 

please do bear with us as we undertake this return safely and precisely. Thereafter, students 

will be provided with home tests to undertake twice a week. For your reassurance, staff will 

also undertake testing as per government guidelines.  

 

2. Students will be able to return to face-to-face education following their first negative test 

result in school.  

 

3. If parental and student consent is provided, students will be asked to self-swab at our own 

school test centre and after 30 minutes they should be informed of their results. The deadline 

for the completion of the electronic parental consent form for student lateral flow testing 

is Thursday 25 February, in order to inform our planning. 

 

4. Testing is voluntary. Students not undergoing testing should attend school, in line with our 

phased return detailed arrangements which will follow this letter.  

 

5. As with everything we do here, we will operate all of this with great care and warmth, to 

ensure that all of our students are supported emotionally and physically before, during and 

after the testing. We are acutely aware that some students will find this worrying, but we now 

have an experienced Lateral Flow Testing Team in school who are here to support and those 

of us who have been in school throughout this lockdown are used to this very smooth and 

supportive system. Our Team is led by Mrs Howard from the Front Office, who many of you 

will know and trust already. Likewise, Mrs Forder and Mrs Tipping, our Deputy 

Headteachers, will also oversee this work and ensure the high standards that we know you 

will expect. 

 

6. Quick swabbing and processing of these tests will be conducted at our dedicated testing site in 

the school with results available in around 30 minutes. Up to one third of people who have 

coronavirus experience no symptoms. By testing we will help to stop the virus spread and 

help to keep our school open as safely as possible. The test is voluntary, and this is a decision 

that families and young people must arrive at together. 
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7. Importantly, a new departure upon the return to school is that all students (as well as staff) in 

secondary schools are advised to wear face coverings in all areas, including classrooms, 

where social distancing cannot be maintained as a temporary extra measure. We ask for your 

support in ensuring that your daughter or son comes prepared, although we do have spare face 

coverings in school.  

 

 

What action do I need to take now? 

 

1. If you are happy for your daughter/son to be tested, you need to complete the online Consent 

Form by Thursday 25th February the link provided. (One form per child.) 

 

 

Further information: 

 

1. Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and 

easy using a swab of your nose and throat. For under 18s, staff will oversee the swab process 

to support the majority of students to self-administer. Those who need assistance, will be 

given it. 

2. Results (which take around half an hour from testing) will be shared directly with the student 

participating. Parents and carers will also be informed if there is a positive result only. 

3. The government have informed us that “in validation studies conducted by Oxford University 

and Public Health England, they were shown to be as accurate in identifying a case as a PCR 

test (99.68% specificity). The tests have lower sensitivity, but they are better at picking up 

cases when a person has higher viral load, hence the need to test frequently.” 

4. Testing will be offered free of charge. 

 

 What if a student tests positive? 

 

1. Participating students who test positive will be informed about their results individually. 

Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be notified. Guidance on 

safe travel and additional precautions will be provided along with test results. 

2. Students will need to take a further ‘PCR test’ (similar to those done in local and regional 

testing sites) on the same day (or as soon as possible). School will be able to provide these 

PCR test kits to perform at home, or you can go to www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 

119 to book a follow-up test. If ordering a PCR test yourselves, they should choose to visit a 

drive-through test site if possible, as it is faster than requesting a home test.  

3. During this time while they wait for the PCR result (via text / email) they will need to self-

isolate.  

4. If the PCR test returns a positive result you will have to self-isolate and follow the guidance 

from NHS Test and Trace.   

 

What happens if the test is negative?  

1. Students will be able to stay in school and resume their activities as normal. Parents will only 

be told if there is a positive lateral flow test result, so if you do not hear you can assume it 

was negative. A small number of students may need to repeat the test if the first test was 

invalid or void for some reason. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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What if my child develops symptoms? 

1. This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops 

symptoms at any time (such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or 

change to their sense of smell or taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by 

calling 119 (England, Wales and Northern Ireland) or 0300 303 2713 (Scotland) or by visiting 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

2. We will support our students throughout, but please contact us if you need this information in 

any other language or format or if you have any questions. You can contact the school office 

on office@chsfg.co.uk  

I hope that this letter provides you with the necessary information. 

 

I trust that this letter finds you all safe and well and I will be in touch again very soon with a precise 

schedule of the phased return of your young people to the classroom.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs M French 

Headteacher 
Ref:MF/VH/M423 
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